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Office Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DIRECTOR,. FBI 


DATEs March 12, 1952 


FROM : 


SUBJECT: 


SAC, MS ANGELES (l00- 225 0 3 ) ^ 

john uarpield, was. HEREIN IS uf!GL/\SSIFIj 

— TY matter -c DATEAOd^IfflBY 


Rebulet to New York dated February 1 , 1952, 
authorizing New York and Los Angeles^o interview certain 
theatrical people, including LEE 


\ 

Arrangements tenter view COBB were held in' 
abeyance for a time due to instructions contained in Butel 
dated February 25, 1952, captioned "INTERVIEWS IN SECURITY 
MATTERS". 

On March 12, 1952, contact 'was had with COBB’S 
residence at '605 North Arden-Drive, Beverly Hills, California, 

with a view to arranging Mi /interview with hi m . At that ' 

time, his wife, Mrs . , advised SAl | ; 

that her husband is in. New "Stork as part of the cast or a new : 
stage play opening the middle of March at the Anta Theater; j 
that depending on the success of this play, his stay in New 
York is indefinite . She described the play as a limited 
engagement and a Government -sporisored project^ if it is well ; 
received' by the, critics, will be taken over by a commercial 
company. If it is not ^successful, she expects her husband I 
to return' home in several weeks . 

Mrs. COBB was found to be friendly and indicated 
that her husband would not oppose being contacted by Bureau 
representatives on a confidential basis. She suggested that 
‘ if it was necessary to contact him in New York COBB could j 

be reached * through the Anta Theater; however, she suggested ■ 

that arrangements be mad$ to interview, him at some other , place ; 
The nature and purpose of the interview with COBB was not J-j^ 
disclosed to Mrs. COBB. She said that should her husband /] ' j 

return to Los Angeles in the Immediate future she will hayo 

him get in touch with the, Los Angeles Office. 

For the informati on of New York, th ere is enclosed 
a. copy of the report of SA H dated April 3> 

1951, at Los Angeles, California, which is the only pertinent 
serial not previously designated for New York, in re LEE J. 
COBB. SECURITY MATTER - Cj 9 (NY 100-97435) . _ . n /} j 

tffiflKB® j M. 2- _-33-y ?»/- oLC> I 

AIRMAIL Wtwif inv 

MMB:MRB .} ■ J* \J. , 

cc: New York (100-6907.4) (En^.)plMSD) » 


COPIES DESTROYEDJ^&^^ > 






LA 100-22503 


As the Bureau was advised In mytel dated February 
28, 1952, it has been learned from WILLIAM WHEELER, HCUA 
Investigator, that WHEELER Interviewed LEE J. COBB some 
months ago regarding COBB 1 s past COMMUNIST PARTY affiliations . 
According to WHEELER, COBB was friendly and talked a great 
deal without really saying anything. WHEELER said COBB 
gave him "a lot of double talk" but did not confirm his 
reported COMMUNIST PARTY membership in the past. 

New York is requested to arrange to interview COBB 
regarding his knowledge of JOHN GARFIELD and, if possible, 
COBB's own connections with the COMMUNIST PARTY. If the 
interview develops that his wife, HELEN COBB, might be in 
possession of information re GARFIELD, Los Angeles will 
arrange such an interview on authority from the Bureau. 
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SECURITY MATTER -'0 * 

' '.perjury - :,. > •■ /• 



In o ^ 

$W'5oV 

1 W'l — < 


<3~" --rr/v 

:o%, 

'§^5 -oo. 
-—-/'N 

'~Suj 

-■sis 

2C Oi 




' >UcVl0l9_ 
.Belmont_ 
' Clegg_ 


Rebulet J- 20-51 to the 8ew Idris Office; a copy . 
of which was designated for -the -Philadelphia Office and .': 
which .contained bjdckgrpuhd ^nformati on Concerning the. ' . .. ’V,: 

captioned matter f' ' - > £f' ;v '- * ' . • .* * ; '■ ’ ", ’V' 

: "v: h In* connection with this investigations the Department ) 

specif ically . requested investigation to Controvert Garfield *s 
testimony that it was absolutely untrue that, he had been the . ././ . . 
guest of honor at a Pee ting held in Washington in April; 
igllO; at which he urged his listeners to read Dalton Drumbo f s • 
o,nt i-war novel r " Johnny Got Bis dun • ■* . Be also testified . 

that he had not been in Washington in l^kO; /and. had never / ; *' 
made suph fll -Speech, .. . ' _ ■''■'■if'. ','f f ' ' ' '■ . 

/ : . ' - ['J The P Daily Wert erf issue of April -Ij. 29&0/ contained/' { 

an. article captioned "Stage Stars Greet Negro Congress; John - ■ , \ 1 ' . 
Garfield is Honor ‘Guest in Washington. Where Jim-Crow Bars 
Negroes from Theatre} Urges Unity for Civil Rights » " This 
article relates, in-part a$ follows/ ‘ •• ; 

... " Washington .; March 31",. r-* John Garfield , currently " . 

starring in the play JRe'avehly Express;! was guest of / 

honor at an inf ormal gathering of Negro cultural 
_ figures Thursday night at Phyllis ■Wheatley YWCA* 

. .. ‘ "Invited- by the Rati onal Negro Congress, to meet . the ' 
Negro people of Washington who are banned from the city 1 
./ ; only legitimate theater where they are now performing; 

- members of the company spoke briefly about the he.eds. for 
• ' , . unity of the Negro people and white progressive forces 
‘ in the fight' for democratic rights for . Negroes,- ; .. 

- ' "Garfield condemned the Jim-Crow system, as 

part of , react ion's drive against the American people, 

„ /Attacking the present intensive war drive he urged * 

everyone present to read Dgi^pn Trumbo *«' [Johnny Got .■ ■] 

1 a nnmfir fit! hnrk i. »mi£r thUin li al . ft 0W- . appeari ng 
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- Investigation by the ‘ Washington'- Field Office has ' : C 
disclosed l that the April &> igbO: issue of the "Afro*. 

American n contained a group photograph' including, Garfield v -V 
captioned "Movie Star Is, Guest 0/ //,//"* C% " There appeared 
thereafter, the fallowing writeups . 

"John Garfield (white) , Hollywood motion picture' "• - / 
star [center) j is shown vrith members of the cultural ‘ ' 
r » •* .pomitte.e Of the Washington Council of 'the . National - 

-V MSgro Congreep» following a meeting at Which plans ' ...S ': 
for the group f s twilight .cabaret -party on. April 1$. 
were discussed *- Seated with Garfield are: -Miss.. 

’ '..Dorothy Embry. (lef t) and ‘Mrs * Edward' M* iiasigue (right:).) 

/ y - co-chairman Pf the committee*'; Arthur Waller) also, a , v 
- ' co-chairman, is Shawn, standing above Mrs* Mastque* . ’>• 

.. Others shown in the picture. are members of the * • . «•* "i\ \ 

committee , iohi ch will be. in joharge of social affairs ')•. rf-'r 
given, in connection with the Third National Negro > V-* : • 
•'* ' Congress, to be held : in Washington April 26-28 r ' \ ' -:v"> 

■ '• ' ^ri:pc;r ( Photo)*” ■ ■ ' •• ...,V ; .V 


. A copy of this photograph "'is. enclosed for your f- 

guidance* it is reguested this photograph be returned tp' the • ' 
Bureau) when; it hd-s served '-.its purpose* * ' f’> - v '■>? 

. Investigation to date 'has established the identities 
:-°f dll- but five of the individuals- appearing in. the -photograph 
referred to above* The identifications ape as follows with the 
number opposite .each name corresponding with the number appear ina ■ 
in the pho to graph i • • . - f- v •. . 


■ ' .. 1* 

Unknown • - 

•- 2* 

Unknown 


Arthur Waller f_\ 

k*; 

Thelma pal e : ? - ■ .' 7 ; ; 

:■ 5.. 

Unknown -. - ;* • flnf .« ■ " 

• ■ 6* 

Unknown • \ ' - . ' 

< * L * 

Clarence Johnson 


'Mrs,' Clarence Johnson 


Eleanor Archer. Wilson 

. 20 :. 

.Unknown). 

■ - u,. 

Shirley Taylor 

12* 

Harriet West .. ■ V 


Dorothy Alexander 

\ . 14. 

Jewell Masique 

75*. • 

John Car field 



.Thelma Bale (listed as number four above) appears ■ 

•be be identical with Thelma. Mar ie pale, .the sUbject' of a yy : y ; 
"Security Matter - g ft base, in which your office i e w ••••.-•' •• ;• : , 
office of origin (Philadelphia file 100r2h759)* Phe report ° 

'% $A \ 1 Washington , B. (?.# ‘ b7c 

in th it eve* ' reflect# Bale f s previous residence- and activities; , • 

in Washington, B* C: * . loir-kSoo '• • -V ' • 

' • ‘By Bureau letter dated 2*21-52 , cdptfgtied n J)r> v • \ • 

•James Bdward Jackson#: Jr*, iods.#\:Fiigitive, IP -Sk^ls ..Internal . . 
Security " your office ms -authorized to interview Bale*.* % , • 

Inasmuch (ie interview of Bale also is desired in connection , - • , , 

with this -matter# -it is 'suggested that this interview be r 
conducted in Son junction with the interview concerning .. ,0 

Jackson if the latter has not ■materialized as yet „ , . . . .. •" . ' 

: " Bale should be .contacted in an effort to determine 
the - identities of: the individuals appearing in the attached • 

■ photo graph who remain unidentified.*-* Bale also, should, be v ; " ■ • 

interviewed ,f or all- information in her ■ possession concern ing -• :/ 

the. appearance of par field before this or a; similar Jifegro^ . 
cultural group as reported in.:' the April 1$; igMQ. issue .of the - ■ 

■ v Baily Worker , t! It is noted this meeting may be-merrsme : - •• 

as the one referred to in the article appearing.ln the Afror -yy , 
American, n Bale "should- be. questioned concerning the identities, j -; y 
of other individuals -tufa, position, to furnish pertinent . ; ... y vy • 

information concerning Garfield *8 appear ance op .who could v 
corroborate; the., data §he# Bgle may provide. in; the event y _ •• _ 

V information is obtained from Bale which would be considered . 
material ih; the. prosecution of this \case 9 it should be fully . ■ ■ 

developed and a signed statement should, be obtained, if possible.* . 
/Bale should also be speci family interrogated a& to her: MU jng r - • 

■ ness to. testify in connection with’ this matter- in the ’ event *-y. 

she possesses information of . pertinence > /■.//■:£- • .. :y*y. .... 

y\V ‘ .. An'y infbvmtibn of intirkst developed ^ : a ; 

* af this contact should be forwarded to the. Washington Field ; '• ■ > 
Office for .inclusion in a prosecutive summary report to 0.e,.y, 
submitted by that -office * *' . . C ; f': • ‘ 

- 'jgte On Yellow QnM ' As Pf -# e PP enb /Xhel^a Mapie Wale ■ , • 

wa s em pl.o ye d ' as ; Phi lad elph ia\ Organise r of the. Pr.o, gre s s-ipe Par t\ y y. . ' 

~i:p£- Pennsylvania. Bhewas known to h b e ;a ■ Commin is-t .Par By -memo er , 

- in 'igfo. By memorandum -dated B-igrbSp a'' recoimendat vonpds^ ^ de 
-.and/ approval obtained, to., interview Bale', in connection joith; the -■ 
-'case captioned , J ’Br./ Jane s’ Edward 'Jack son, Jr was-.. Fugitive. . 

" 10 2k3 J, Internal Security Cv” ■ 101-Lf.o0.0-3Q ‘ J " 
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Office Memorandum ■• united staSs government 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI 100-Jh5707 




"f date: March 21, 1952 


FR< K(Ml^ Ac t WASHINGTON FIELD 100-21*153 

(jJ^ sl ^^ r roHN^ABFiELD, was. ALL INF-ORMATI'Q^CONTAINED 

,-jf SECURITY MATTER - C . \r> * i *\r i/uCC^lTlirn 


HEREiif IS'UR« 3 M 0 

DATE\Q^ 8 fflp 2 u 


Rebulet dated February 18, 1952, and Washington Field Office 
letters dated March 7 and 11, 1952. s 

In the absence of any substantial derogatory information 
in the files of the Washington Field Office, the following individuals 
,<^were interviewed^ 


' * Mrs. HENRI (NORMA 0.) WILLIAMS, 65k Girard Street, N. W., 

^ advised on March 17, 1952, that she did not attend the affair of the 

‘,‘AV yJr' National Negro Congress held at the YWCA in March 19k0, and could 
r furnish no information concer nin g either the affair of the people 

y who attended. She was shown the photograph, which appeared in the 

' -fP?? April 6, 19k0, issue of the Afro-American and identified the following 
individuals in the photograph. The number set out after the name 
i<? corresponds with the number on the photograph furnished with the 

referenced Bureau letter* * - A 


jewemt^Tzigue (lk) 

ARTHUR%ALLTER (3) 
CLARENCE^OHNSON (7) and 
THELMA^DALE (k) 




Ms 


\F 

\ y A 


7 / Miss ALMA BROWN, 13th Street, N. W., advised on March Ik, 

1952, that she did not attend the National Negro Congress affair held 
in Mar-ch 19k0, which GARFIELD attended, and could furnish no informa- 
tion regarding that f unction. She was shown the photograph taken 
at the meeting and identified one of the individuals therein as 
THELMA DALE (k) * 

Mrs. ARABELLA DENISTON, National Council of Negro Women, 
1318 Vermont Avenue, N. ¥., advised on March 10, 1952, that she did 
not attend the affair at the PHILLIS WHEATLEY YWCA in March 19k0, 
and could furnish no information concerning that event. From/ the ' 
jplfotograph' taken at that affair, sjie identified Mrs. „ DOI^TH^^IBRY ««. 

3%mNDER, (13) and ELEANOR ARCHE&fwiLSON (9). 


CG: New York (100-69Q7k) 
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Letter to ‘Director 

BE: JOHN GARFIELD, was.. 


SM-C 


March 21, 1952 



On March 15, 1952, the photograph was N ,i 
who identified THELMA DALE (k) and Mrs. SHIRLE^ 

HARRIET'difEST, whose picture appeared in the photograph, 
when interviewed, ' identified Number U in the photograph as Mrs. 
ADDIeMrVIN.. Authority to interview Mrs. GARVIN was requested 
in referenced WO letter dated March 11, 1952* It would appear 
that the individual Numbered h in the photograph is not Mrs. GARVIN, 
but is THELMA DALE. 


b2 

hlD 


A revised list of the people in the photograph is as 

follows: 

1. Unknown 

2. Unknown 

3. ARTHDJ&^ALLER 
it. THELMA DALE 

5. Unknown 

6. Unknown 

7. CLARENCE JOHNS® 

8. Mrs. CLARENCE/fOHNSON 

9. ELEANOR ARCHER WILSON 

10. Unknown 

11. SHIRLEY TAILOR 

12. HARRIET WEST 

13. DOROTHY ALEXANDER 
lit. JEWELL MAZIGUE 
15. JOHN GARFIELD 


According to the files of the Washington Field Office^, 
the Philadelphia Office is origin in the case of THELMA MARIE^ALE, 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C. 1 

In the report of Special Agent l 1 dated 

March 10, 19it2, at Washington, D. C., in the case entitled THELMA 
DALE, INTERNAL SECURITY - HATCH ACT, DALE, in a signed statement, 
admitted being a member of the American Youth Congress, National 
Negro Congress and the Washington Committee for Democratic Action. 
She also admitted being an official in the Southern Negro Youth 
Congress* 


be 
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Letter to Director 
EE: JOHN GARFIELD, was., 



March 21, 1952 


The files of the Washington Field Office reveal that 
during the Fall of 1951, DALE was active in Washington, D. C., 
in the W. E. B. DuBOIS Defense Committee. She has been identified 
by informants as having been a member of the Communist Party* 

By letter dated February 5, 1952, entitled Dr. JAMES 
EDWARD JACKSON, was. - FUGITIVE, 10 21*37, INTERNAL SECURITY - C, 
the Bureau was requested to consider the advisability of having 
DALE interviewed concerning JACKSON* In the event she is interviewed, 
it is suggested that she be questioned for information concerning 
GARFIELD'S attendance at the National Negro Congress affair in 
Washington, D. C* in March 19l*0. At that time, the Philadelphia 
Office should be furnished enough information to intelligently 
question DALE in this matter* 


The article, which appeared in the April 1, 191*0, issue 
of the Daily Worker, concerning the /National Negro Congress function 
at the YWCA, reflected that JOHN P*)pAVIS was present* 


The files of the Washington Field Office reflect that 
DAVIS now resides at 1809 Bartow Avenue, Bronx, New York, and is 
publisher of "Our World" with offices at 35 West l*3rd Street, New 
York City. Informants, of known reliability, put DAVIS in the 
Communist Party from the middle 1930's to the early 19l*0's. For 
several years, he was National Chairman of the National Negro Congress 
and was employed by VITO MARCANTONIO until 191*6} however, there is 
no information in the WFO files indicating that he has been active 
in the Communist movement in recent years* 


The New York Office is requested to consider the advisability 
of interviewing DAVIS concerning GARFIELD' s attendance at the National 
Negro Congress affair at Washington in 191*0* • 

No supplemental prosecutive summary, incorporating informa- 
tion obtained since the date of the last report, will be submitted 
by the Washington Field Office until the results of the interview 
with Mrs* DOUGLAS BRANCH have been furnished by the Bureau* 


CFWtNPB 



Bates March 18, 1952 
To: Director, FBI 
From: Legat, Mexico 


(100-335707 ) 


(100-801) 


Subject: JOHN GARFIELD, was. , A 

SECURITY MATTER - 0 - ' • . . f\ft . 

PERJURY / 

' -Jl / St, O ‘ ; ; r 

Ref er enc e'T3XE*e&rrXel^^ 10, 195 

suggesting t hat the — nm* oinai — nf* -t-h o signed statement * 
executed by be forwarded to the 

Bureau. I __ I \ 

Enclosed herewith please find the original 
of the above-mentioned signed statement. 
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Enclosure to the Bureau 

Res JOHN GARFIELD, was. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
PERJURY 


At i INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNQLASSJfl 

DATElDSaSlBY 
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s i n s J — of the si cm girl st atement executed 

pertaining to this case. 
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February 22, 1952 


Mexico. 


make the following voluntary signed statement 
L who has -identified himself to me as Assistant Legal 


Attache of the United States Embassy in Mexico, D.F. I make this statement . 
voluntarily and no threats or promises have been made to me. I have no objection 
to having this statement presented in evidence and am willing to testify to the / 


thuth of the facts presented herein. 


/, 


\ b6 
x b7C 
b7D 


/ 

I first met JOHN GARFIELD, the current moving picture star, 9 at EllenVill|> 

New York during August and September, 1954. At that time I was apprenticing *{it^ 

"The Group Theatre" which during the summer of 1954 was located in Ellenville.X^* 

At’ the time I met GARFIELD he was using the name "JULES GARFIELD" . At that -time 
he was a young non-paying apprentice and was living in the same hotel, where I was 
quartered. I was staying at the hotel with whom I had not 

known prior to my ' stay in Eklenville . ’ • 

S 

I received the definite impression during my stay in Ellenville in 1954 
that the members of, the Group Theatre were either Communist Party members or 

' \ , ~ t 

sympathizers. I have no documentary evidence of Party membership of any of the 

S * N ' . ^ 

members of the Group Theatre, and my impressions were based on the numerous discussions 
which took place daily amowng the personnel of the Group Theatre during the time 
I- was there. .There was considerable talk of the "forthcoming revolution" and of 
ways and- means of promoting it. , ' 


when 


With reference to GARFIELD, I recall one instance during the summer of 1954 

i&B. 

land I noticed that a bottle or two of liqor had been taken 


from our fcoom. 1 J thought that she had seen GARFIELD leaving our- room 

* 

at one point, -so I went to GARFIELD and asked him if he had taken the liquor, noting 
that he had been seen leaving out room. He stated that, • since it was a Communist- 

group, everything there belonged to everyone and he had a perfect right to the liquor 

* 

if he so desired. He became quite angry over the . situation and rudely dismissed^ 
the whole matter. 

1 - . i „ 




I do not recall that GARFIELD made any speeches on the subject of Communism 
while I wa 3 attending the GROUP THEATRE, but I do know that he was there while 

t. 

such speeched were made during- the course of numerous discussions favoring the 
Communist ideology. I do recall that GARFIELD indicated a definite hatred for 
the middle and upper classes in the United States. 

.1 was in Hollywood, California from early in 19^2 until the end of Dece^/ r 

, 1 . &S‘ / 

I 945 . During this period I visited Wanndr Bros. Studios on one occasion. I/wa- 
at lunch in the Studio commissary when GARFIELD walked'* in and spoke to me. H rited 

me to the set where he was working, Vo, after finishing lunch, I walked over 

' <&&& 

the set. After the shooting of one . scene GARFIELD came over to me and wp engag 

in general conversation. I, asked him during the course of our chat what he had 
been doing about his' Communist interests lately. He replied that he no longer 
discussed Communism and, had no further interests therein. He thereupon assumed 
a very arrogant manner and said that he had to get back to the set. I have not 
seen or talked to him since that occasion. x 

A 

I have read the foregoing statement consisting of two ( 2 ) typewritten • 
pages and state that the facts stated are true to the best of my recollection. 





Witnessed 



;neds 


mas b ncgeu mi.ta.uue 
U.S. Embassy 
Mexico, D.F. 


bh 
b / C 
b7D 





. > ; V BAB , $08 AngeXpM, (lOO+SS&S.) ‘ . . March Sty. 195.2 

-v-\ V ..Director,. FBI (IOO-335707) . n . 'V ,v - : : • 

ssmm..aa**a - o . &pciVn? liaCL^SiEwjfv^cSo 

. / . Beur lei 3*3-52, capti oned "Max Dathan Benoff y wo.* , • a - *..« i 

Security .Matter - C, fr ^ '•/-/ ^ ~v „ 

; '7 In .compliance, with your request , informat ion -set : forth 

in your. letter; of -2*21^52, in. the . odptj, oped case, detail ing .an 
[interview Of Max MaiHan Benoff. has Been reviewed, However, .in the , , 
absence. ‘ of * some definite ind i cation that another interview wi th- 
Benoff may be productive; at this time and due to : the fact that .he 
wa§’ contacted as recently as. 2-J8-52, a*, re interview with Benoff 
. is' not believed advisable , ! As you have previously indicated it 
is possible Benoff \my attempt to contact youroffice- and } if so, 
any knowledge yf. Gdrfi eld/s df filiation "-art th the Commun is t .-. : ' . - . /-/, 
Party or-'-tjtheffgurrg Communist League should, be explored fully atl- ~ i v 
that tineY ' - /• ; 7 . '/ ■ • •./' . 7 - ’ v ** • 7 . 

' yr-s*-. In the event i nformgti on , is re.ce. ived which mould * /*; > , 

indicate -in some Ope cific manner that. Benoff is willing id '• ; 7 ’;;;’.' 

furnish information of that a reinterview may be'; productive, 7 ; * ; 
■your recommendation. again should be submitted to \,thd Bureau.for 
consideration, - . V:' 7 .\ ’ ’ 6 . •* . - • • • . -f: %• ■- ' 7: ...'7 

• ’*•*, For tf e informati on -of the Mew York Off i ce, Benoff wds 7 

interviewed, upon Bureau authority on* 2*18-52,. and was friendly \ : 

but furnished no information of value and denied Communist party 
and YCL: membership on his part and stated he had no information: 
connecting Garfield- with these organisations , Belet indicates the 
. Bps Angeles. Off ice has learned that Benoff informed f is physician, ; 
Dr,. C, Bussell Anderson of Beverly Bills, California, in :l$k5» 
of his'' CP membership and In 1951 .,. advised Dr , Anderson he had quit . 

! the Party, The physician suggested that Benoff seek, an interview 
with; the FBI and Benoff declined. According fo the physician, the 
only person Benoff named as a Communist other than himself was the;, 
film aoto r,, Q&ne, Kelly . - It was the opinion of. the Los, Angeles Off ice, 

‘ that if BOhoff, Could place Kelly in the Communist party he might • / 
also' so r place Garf ield V. For this reason, it was requested .that -)CiL 
Los Angeles letter of 2^21*52, in Ihe cpptiyped matter be , f; 

reviewed to determine whether feMd%yac$ witMBenoff.was ; , : 

cons idered ddp i $ates_£t:'th is. ■ tfjm T ’ 


MeaBe A 


.Mew York cm-. 



'jLatthist tme 

mr 2 2 1952 

oU page) 
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-NOTE -.ON, ■ YELLOW- ONLY: 

jffici 8nii cH ■ 'a‘& •'B.eii&if fi. '.'fi&s been -interviewed s'iribe \:.t- 
.he pr§ fywablty. g uW : dthe" ■ fartt y : - <$<* i’§% e<p.}n^"' 
f . v&l Ue end.. thtsf .-.Qontdct was, os re.centccs 
) e, v e in~b e, f;V i evi :i.s' : - ,not • d i 6 ris ide-ned.'' pY o’pit ioiis" at • '• 
this ’ time , “ i-* - ‘ 
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Ce NlemOTMlduM •' united stages, governmen, 
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SUBJECT: 
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[V 


In accordance with rebulet 1/2/52, efforts have 
been made to contact and arrange. for interview of LESTER 
FULLER and it is expected that he will be interviewed, on 
3/26/52. The Bureau will be kept advised of all pertinent 
developments in this matter.. „ .. . . 
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Director, FBI (100-335707) date: k- 

APR 1 1952 

SAC, Few York (100-69071}.) 

; O '- ' ’ . ' ' . . ' v - *• 

JOHF GARFIELD was. • . 

SM - C • • 

PERJURY , ' . ; - 

Rebulets 9/17/51 and 1/2/52. 

In accordance with rebulet ' 9/l7/5l> a review, of all 
file references pertaining to the subject has been completed 
and all logical leads developed therefrom have been set out 
andhave received or are now' receiving investigative attention,. - 
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MG,: New York ( 100-690 jjh) 
director , Jj5X ( 100 - 3 N 570 J) 

fj 

^ 23 . 

SECURITY \MA TIER - .. * 

PERJURY ' ■ ‘ - . - 


i/arcfe 2/* 4952 


tnrs - For your information, the column entitled 
' Needle Fluttered by Victor Ries el appearing' 

: fni^i^ ar °i 1 952 issue of "The New Leader »■< contains the *'• 
following statement : ,. n Julie Car field soon, will blast the - 
■ . m tommies, says he 's sorry he got roped in, ' reveals how it-' 'O : V 

? a f *11 take any. anti * Communis t platform to' 

tell hts story,” ' f • • . : : . - • 

; ■ From the above, it would appear that Riedel is now 
in ^possession of additional information, which may be of 
interest, to this, matter, * Inasmuch as Riesel has, been .<- . 
r contacted by agents of your office in connections with ,'.tHis,-':> 
investigation, , it is requested that arrangements be made- ■’■-H-v "' 5 
him for the purpose of ascertaining the basis ’ 
toj the statement quoted above and any additional information 
... 5 f d - a P° n 3li > i °h: to furnish which would be of interest 
: Jo J the Bureau . 2 %e results 0/ tffc is contact should be furnished 

halJi U +h»* a t S i° n i% S ^ p0SS A ble * • Anjj l o 9 ica l leads developed - i 
based thereon should be afforded prompt' coverage *•„ ;-, A . 

•V L.os‘ Angeles (lOQ-22503) ‘ ' : f‘ v ^ 
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standard form NO. 64 


Office, Me 


vvi wrisdUTyi • UNITED STrrr.ES G OVERNME 


iregtor, fbi ( 100-335707) E^iirtsi»?eu‘;.5?n£D date? 

* SAG. PHTTArnrour, " 


^§j»i 


#^ubtect. & 

JECT * JOHN GARFIELD, was. 

/ SECURITY MATTER - C 

/. PERJURY 


Eh^RMATlMONTAINED 
tt ma-ofvan : p ^£g^ % 


1 copy to Philadelphi^^ated^i^SP^^ntit^H^HnR 3 allc " re > bulst.to Washington Field, , 
FOGMm, 1*0* #£3?; •««.. •' 

Philadelphia* O^ice to interview 

S^Tof ’tR^^ressi^'Srt? to Si/fl 2** £®% MS? M Presently the or- -V 
since her more «r| miael p^^ At ^^“ a ' Pa ** "hich position she has held J 


« the PhiladelpSaf i 

SI Ssg:«! 

that he did £ EVE Sl^SorS SSS&StiT W*fcL 


in£Stton S iri^?;bI 7 tSw d 2SoI 2*®? ?, « the evening of ^Esped -I : 
the company of THFTMa mrp \ P f fP tentatively identified as Wm,IAM&EK;T in >* t 

1021 NoSh y 46th T sSSt D ^i th Z residenc S c,f ™ARP and AUGUSTBgSfe^: J &l 

Cfimmunint r jr i r t ? lladelphia. Pa. EIJWAR&i STRONG- is the Ghairmafe^kf +ho 
Communist Party of Eastern Pennsylvania ard®^i s c^en^fil^. g; 

mrrr>v<i r.PL - - - 


te a_C gmnuniat Parto member a s late as January 1951- ii i 0 :' 

Ccomunistfarty melberal It^T^lt^at^aw” 11 ^ a3 sociated with mahFsfcaun«h g . 
that nothing wouldbe^ained to SeiSS*?® ““P^te with this Burea# 

result in uSfavorabll pSStotoy.* lntOTrie ’'' a “» that contact with; DALE right . 3 ,,. 

Therefore, this interview of THEIMA DAIS will not be competed; UAOB. H U0. ' C & * 


- 3s S^^sgafl&Uw^-'' . 

CCJ New TogrffP 3 ~Sg!j o ^ . 

100-34759 (THEI2IA DALE) I < i 

100-16232 (JAMES EDWARD JACKSON) ° 
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WASH FROJT'NEW YORK 7 
DIRECTOR DEFERRED 


m INFORM}. 

" HERHN 13 ijH'ou.AbSIFitO 

DATE\D^2XBYS0te| 

3-53 P 


. Tracy„ 


Mr. j 

^Mr.pJIohr 

5 W 


Mr. Moliomaa j 

Miss Gandy 
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JOHN GARFIELD, WAS, SMC, PERJURY. REBULET MARCH TWENTYSEVEN, 

^LAST. VICTOR RIESEL ADVISES INFO CONTAINED IN HIS COLUMN IN "NEW 

LEADER" - OF MARCH TWENTYFOUR WAS OBTAINED FROM ARNOLD FOSTER OF ANTI'f^ 

/ 

DEFAMATION LEAGUE AT NYC. RIESEL STATED APPARENTLY GARFIELD HAS OF- 
FERED TO APPEAR AT ANTI COMMUNIST MEETINGS AND HAS MADE ENTREE TO 

* 

FOSTER TO ARRANGE THESE. RIESEL STATED HE HAD NO INFO THAT GARFIELD 
WOULD ADMIT CP MEMBERSHIP BUT RATHER WOULD PROBABLY ATTEMPT TO EX- 
PLAIN MEMBERSHIP AND ASSOCIATION WITH CP FRONTS. FOSTER PRESENTLY 
OUT OF TOWN, EXPECTED TO RETURN NYC WITHIN SEVERAL DAYS. WILL BE 
INTERVIEWED FOR DETAILS UPON RETURN. , 
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• UNITED STA^ ^^OVERNM^T 



'SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI ( 100 - 335707 ) 

SAC 5 ^ew York _(l 00 - 69 0 74 ) 

JOHN GARFIELD, was: ALL INFflRI 


DATE: 4 / 7/52 ' 


IL^f 

> * i 


SM - C 
PERJURY 


herein ij unclassified 

. DATElU 2 Pb&lBY a?^ 0 fT 7 \V£\^ 

named by MA/nl////| 2 N 7 // riZ:l ^ g intei T lew °f . .^^ TOT.Ir. Ij 

who mlghr^v^SiSS a ? t?Ff S^SapEffitSiJff forrneF^Sfenm- 3 - 
& iave Epiowiedge of the subject’s membership ih thi CP. 


SAs 


t_ - . . FULLER Was interviewed on the morning 1 of p/p^/cro 

his , 81 1 1 to at the .ntm ? ark .R 0yaJ . n v. ^Tst . ° mo, by 


^ 1 1 and 

^ , FHLlek was advised that the 

^ THTTT T TTo 1 — 


yz* * 


1 1 At the outset 

FULLER acknowledged ^that ^he 

a ? 5 f\ nte<i wlth hl ® since 1937 or 1938 when bad be ? n 

SpLyel by°?a P r SoS r t e p|“t^ sS “ ™ 

level. and he and GARFIELD saw lach othl?^ r£gu?aSlv at 

cards in tho™f d the same P artle s' and occasionally played ' 

tSo Li?v> th Sa ? e grotlp * He stated he last saw GARFIELD about 
two months ago here in NYC at a theatrical party 
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££i “ e ^r SSLSSi- ■ 

r ® glven by FULLER m response to questions as in 

A3hed e S a^f^L^L^eSii^Sg^SeM £ I&not ' 

'SS^S’S 8 ^ S not 
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Letter to Director 
NY 100-69074 

* i » , 

\ A 

FULLER was aske.d whether he had ever been a member of 
the CP. He hesitated and then asked, '.'Is this theHCUA?". 

He was assured that the interviewing agents did. not represent 
the HC1JA hut represented the Bureau and were . conducting an investi- 
gation at the request : of the Dept.- of Justice. FULLER then stated 
that he was a member of the CP for several years in NY during 
the late thirties. - ^e- advised that about 1936 he was recruited 
for the CP by one BOB 'REED , an actor .who lie now believes is dead. 

He stated he had heard' once during World War II that REED was a 
teacher in the U.S. Army. He stated that REED, if alive, would 
be in his late forties in age. He stated that he attended CP 
meetings at irregular intervals from 1936 to about 1939 or 1940 
at .a party meeting hall located on a corner in the west side of 
Manhattan, probably in the vicinity of 48th or 49th Street and 
9th Ave.,' He stated that when he left NY and went to Hollywood 
m 1941 he had already, dropped out of CP activities and did not 
resume them in Hollywood.. He specifically denied that he had 
transferred to a Los Angeles or Hollywood Branch of the party and 
denied that he had ever rejoined the party or resumed activities 
on behalf of the CP. With regards to his connections with the 
"Daily Worker", FULLER 'stated Jie had sold theatrical advertisement 
space for this paper solely because, of the pecuniary gain to him 
and the ease with which he could solicit these ads because of his 
theatrical contacts. N , ‘ 

FULLER stated that GARFIELD was definitely not a member 
of the CP Club in NYC to! whicli he, FULLER, belonged and added 
that he had never observed GARFIELD at a CP meeting and had no 
knowledge that GARFIELD was a Communist^ He stated he recalled 
a party held at the ‘home of actor GBNE/mELLY . in Hollywood about' 

194*+ when GARFIELD, having r e c ently^ re tWned from entertaining 
American troops in Italy, made some heated remarks about the 
activities of certain unions impeding the war effort. FULLER 
stated that he could not recall the complete nature of these 
remarks because he had been drinking considerably, but did 
recall that the remarks were received very unfavorably by individuals 
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Letter to Director 

ny 100-6970V - ■ - 

described by FULLER as the "Hollywood left-wingers". 


Concerning his own membership in the party, FULLER 
advised that he was unable to recall/ the name of the club to which 
he belonged or its designated number, 
aforementioned BOB REED, who recruiter 
only two other members . namely LljDNEl " 
both actors. FULLER described REED 

heavy set. It is believed likely tha*i _ ( 

the late BOB REED, was, Robert Reed, Robert Charles Caille, a 
former CP functionary in. the Cultural Division yho died on ' 
5/11/50 at NY and was. the subject of NY file' (100-53111), Bufile 
(100 -3 33 86V) . ' 


..addition . to the 
tm, FULLER coulf/ recall 
G ERMAN and - HAROLD^OLTON. 
over six feet^tall and “ 
REED is identical with 




v... 


latter, 


.Cone erning /; LI ONELTiVBERMAN , the 
identical with the LIONEL BERMAN who has bee 
Division of the CP, is the husband of /LOUIS 
and is the subject of NY file (100-7 83 6)and 


is probably.. ; 
ead of t h^^ul tuna 1 

WsiM mmu 

tufilf ( 100-33 2 V 2 I) . • 


Concerning HAROLD BOLTON is is believed, likely that the ■ 
latter is identical with HAROLD BOLTON war Ear oldfl Ba lough . a' former ' 
resident of NY and a National organizer of the^Op ^l^OTmer' State 
Secretary of the CP of Louisiana and” "f ormer "SecFe’tary , District 
\#27 of the CP at Birmingham}, Ala. This BOLTON was formerly an actor 
land stage director" and was last reported to be residing at I 87 V 
[iHastings Ave., East Cleveland, Ohio. He is the subject of 
l|NY file (IOO-315V9) and Bufile (100-120906).' 

It is noted .that ETULLER identified as CP members three 
.individuals who have maintained rather open association and positions 
in the CP. He claimed an inability to recall other members 
associated in the CP with him, claiming that the other members of 
his club were engaged in occupations other than theatrical' and he 
had no close personal contact with them. 


FULLER volunteered that, he was aware' of the fact that 
MAR TIN BERKELEY had appeared before the HCUA and given testimony 
that he had been recruited for the CP by FULLER. FULLER stated 
this' was untrue, that BERKELEY was "crazy” that one of the criticizms 


I 


ft 
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Letter to Director v ' 

NY 100-69704 

of Mm within the CP was his failure to recruit members. He again 
specifically denied CP membership or activity subsequent to his 
move to California in 194-L.^ \ j jl * 

i t&feWs nariK^ 

In c one lus i on f (FULLER ya.s questioned as to whether he 
was acquainted with ,, LEO J or EES^ He stated that, 

these persons were unknown t o’Mi . 7 \ 

Every effort will be made to expedite coverage of the 
remaining leads in this investigation and submission of a supple- 
mental summary report. - • 
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Ice Memorandum • united states government t 
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Director, FBI (100-335707) 


DATE: 4/16/52 


^FROM : 
h SUBJECT; 



6AC, mv York ( 100-690745 ■■ 

■ - n - - .ALL information 

joiw^ARPniLD, was; HEREIN IS -UWCUBSIFJEfl- 

PERJURY •_ OATEld^B$]BY 

Rebuiet 3/27/52 and my tel 4/3/52. 



’ v / , - r .' As set forth in.mytel of 4/3/52, VICTOR REISEL advised 

• that the information contained in .his column in .the -"Hew Leader" 
of 3/24/52 was obtained from ARNOLDlFQRS TER, Rational; Direc tor , of ■ 
t he Civil Right s;,S taf f^jof the Anti-Defamation League of B'nai . . 

B'rith..^, . ' 4 ... ' ‘ \ > • • ' - ' * - . 

' ; .. On -4/7/52' FORSTER was interviewed by agents of this^office , 
at B'nai B-'rith headquarters,. 212 ‘-Fifth Aye.,. FZC. Present at the 
time and also- interviewed was- BENJAMIN R^FtSPSTEIM, , Rational : * • 

-Director of B'nai B'rith,* who explained "that he was "present at, 
alllpeceht conferencesTbetWeen GARFIELD and F.ORSTER and might v 
"recall, additional incidents uhrecalled 'by FORSTER.,.- 

FORSTER and EPSTEIH were advised -that the purpose of. the 
Bureau investigation was. to determine if GARFIELD had testified ’ • ; 

truthfully before the, HCUA. * They were advised' that information - 
had been received by the Bureau that GARFIELD was preparing to - - 
- make certain disclosures. 'concerning the. CP and that; possibly - 

•the; nature of theseMisclosures had-’ been discussed, 'with FORSTER.. - -• 

FORSTER advised that lie had received .word from VICTOR " 

. RFI^EL ' of the - Bureau's -interest in' GARFIELD and would be ’glad,,- - 
■ t6 -relate the complete :det;aiia. of his connections' with GARFIELD. . 


FORSTER related that he -first met GARFIELD about ^ . 
1930 while both were students at .BeWiht- Clinton High School- in 

. IDfC. - Both FORSTER- and GARFIELD were interested in, dramatics' and ; 

had principal ..roles in the -school' s dramatic productions. . 

- FORSTER believed GARFIELD came to DeWitt , Clinton High School, an 
; -,his third year and had attended at least -one other high school^ 

.'•prior thereto. FORSTER could recall only one -associate of - 
GARFIF.LD'S, one MARIO’ BIVOM, ' a Bronx boy, who was also active • 

■ /in and very adept at dramatics and -headed ah amateur dramatic •' 

•i group which met . in a public school, oh Fordham road, opposite 
'Fordham University and produced dramatic plays. FORSTER 




Letter ' to director;" '..u.f: '/• ' .. .-..-A - v •" L . •’ : A* ■- • .* ‘ , 

‘ NY- 100-6907^' ' vAL;/ A/_: : _ ^ >:•/;•./' tf tv; 

: • believed this group may have been known- as the . jFordham .players •; ';V: ; 

and is -certain it )had. ho of iloiah .ophneetion; wlth.ai^ sehool.' v t 
' !•' . FORSTER has heard'hothing of BiyOHA since. that period and. has 

V/ ? ;,,‘ho idea, of his' whereabouts P/moKSTFR stated fhi$ ^association .• 

LAf ".-/With GARyiBLB ahdiBIlT.OHA. 'ceased' in 1^3.1 >when 'F0RSIFR- graduated '/:• 
.if, ' . from high- seheol, ;/i A r l; - f ;' .£ . f / -■ • ‘'••..•7 'f-; f ' 


■ . • FQRSi®’! hcpnrrred .'several ; : 

' months ago - when', GARFIELD lahd/his', , attorney LOTtiS'. ■ HlEBR; approached : 

■ the Ahti-pefamatidn” Leai'gpe- and pMuostad aspif tance; dieari-ng pv; 
: himself of charges : df' h.e±ng;Vpa?ovCpip^±s.tf.'*v #0R'S2$$; &P& 'E?S'!HDIH 

discussed Ahis- Wtvree;n 'themselves' and. agreed that;- they h^ould -'me'et 
/ WitU - G^^ and' question him as yto his.'.associr?.. • 

Matrons, to wh^ch lie-vras blinked. by tthetbo ok ”Red,, .Channels” *n .FORS.TER/ 
* 'A md ' ‘that. ■: they: have' conferred: with GARFIELD . several 
^ times in- ; the tasiff eA mont^sA; Fur ;ther ,7*^^ l'hdsC\->; 

specifically denied;. member ShipAh. :t^ e CP. jpr 'fyCt and has claimed; ; v : ... 

-u^u ~ 4- > 1 ^ ^ L o 4- ■? cf W*f vi h , fo -nr* H nriirm i til Af A *fcrp HI 1 n S ~ W &V 0 d/U.0' !b £t ** f/ 


; explained , tov tliem : tbat^oth^^ when : his, naxue ^. v 

L m/as used ‘by "organizations; Without. his ' knowledge , .-y FORSTER abated,, -v 
;*• be was unable to' recall the. specific explanation given by GARFIELD 
■; as to, association with any specific • group since no .record - of uheir 
c ohver s ati on s i was ;kept and' the. dbhv ersstipns were informal.-.. . 

* mOR'nTFR further recalled that ■’• GARFIELD* stated? that his s ta t emen.t,; . • 

• - to ■ the- HCITA that ‘Jhe'tlf d '-nof' jndw;- any.tC#muB^s ts”‘ - was.; made be.A ■-A;. 
' ■ cause - he actually had no. per sona£iniowie.dge- of any?;ind.ivi duah . >v ; 

f ' being 'a. ; card carrying ‘ CE -memhen* ''ahd-'.Vhil# •■he-'-;iii.ght?.'J^ve • suspected.;., 
individuals 'of ;heingbCommuii^sts .he -,'di : 4 .not- desirU' ;to ..name them, -.f., f 
i v>; '.aa. such' .without; thdiaforemehtiphea ^knowledge.' ;.F0RSIER : stated.; ; 


t h^rt express! oil on: his, £ ace^ FOES lER: ^vfcaiedv - poxnt^ , 
.. * "the thought occurred, .to .him that 'afhushahd- might; ..have, .tome. -legal'...,; 
tv P r ivile get agains t ahswer ing : such.-.u ' quest! on : and j being ', uncertain ? >- • 
<. of: Ms grounds^ : did not ..press; it.' further . 1 V •*.£ ;VL : ;• - A;/ f ' 

' ;■ ;. , I;,; poRG 1ER : and" EpSTSIH' s tated that'' they have , explained.'to - 

;/.-GARFIEI;.D- that if he 'd e sir es to prove , himself' non- Communist^ he , 

must .take van 'aCtiva p'art in denouncing :Und fighting, Gommunasm. 

A. They , stated, they have; told; GARFIELD that they • expect; him to P e C ; 


- - c * 


■- . ’ 




i 


f ; -■ : : r; :; ;i; ' *-■;? -*'Z v > ; * f.;’: ;*■ 





Letter to Director 
lit: 10CM' 


"■ completely’ tiuthful and frank with them and-' that ■%t". they- ..discover. 
■ evidence that - he has ; hot /done 'so they will^ den6itnce^-£ii£ y ; \3h©7 ‘ - V ; 



witness, has hppearedp.befpre /tha '-HClTA,, and", n^tted-;^lRFIELl^. n? ; a: 


/'// Cornmiinist . 1 -■;/ ' : /. . 



apparently -preparing some': form, of fa: statement pxpjlaihing G1RFIELD' ,: S ’ 
1 associations although he* has not seen/nny^ortion of same< ; -•/ /-...'■ 
GARFIELD' has , not, called' oh FORSTER' ' of ‘ EFS^IF- in several; weeks'.!, V 





expressed a willingness to rCopperate in -any manner possible;.* v 
^ihey dib. not -desire 'to interfere; with; the -Bureau;. inyes.tig&ti.on 
-ahd'.wonld. be* willing'' to- parry., but 'any'- pos“sible'-re,gnest.'':mnde:l,li,i 
by the '.Bure an;', ;Uphe wefe made by ; the/. interyie^^ing/ agents /but/ v ! 
appreciation was expressed ...i or their offer-. A ^ 



K : r * 1 ’ 


.The coverage of these, leads has proceeded- at a slower pace than 
' contemplated because , of ■ dif faculties^. in locating -many of- these •*. 
pebpie,f,-who are principally \ih>^h’o^..bu§i;h4,ss hnd bpgause --of 
;Timitatipns,\in‘ hsp Of ipersdiihei: .on '•.thps£ v - t^pes-t of ' 'interviews 
••TTfiwSver-1 everv.' effort/ i s T heing- made to conduc t these • inter vi ew s. 



aS ; V 


all pertinent - developments V- 


’ * f 
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Office Memorandum 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI (100-335707; 

SAC, New York (100-6907*0 

JOHlAaRFIELD, u was 5 
SH - C • 

PERJURY ' ' 


J STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: ^f/17/52 


Rebulet 3/5/52, entitled, "SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY - 
GENERAL, INTERNAL SECURITY - SWP" . '' 

y‘ As the Bureau reqpestpdr^there is enclosed the -January, * 
195^issue of the’ magazine^licoimnentary" , published by the American 
/Jewish Committee, in which'" appeared an article entitled "The 
^ay the FBI Came to Opr House", by TICTOgrtfoSH. 

The artieie^deals with an int er vi e&iffih ? ICj5©^ffiERSH and 
his wife, VIOIE^SV^thdir home at 20*+ Dante Ave., Tuc hahoe. TTew 
York, .conducted: on 9/29/51 by SAs JAMES A. DAVIS and 
of the NYO. I 1 

Enclosed with the article is a copy of the memorandum 
of SA DAVLS, dated 10/8/51, which discloses the purpose of the 
interview and the results thereof. 


Encs. (2) 




cc* Bureau file (100-16) ’ 

NY 100-^013 \ 
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™ ra T0 JM - N “ «™ » A CELL DEV0T» EEC*™ TO , 

HO “Z 3 ™ " ffIH m "* " I08K “ he identified 
2 - « o™, of THE of at that time ahd said THAT ahdi 

ri2T““ roKlmiSACP ~ —ASKED IF ' 
1 .. ^ A 13SMBSR ° F THE CP T0 HIS KNOi-JLEDGE AND ANSWERED HE WAS NOT 
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' • ^STANDARD FOrtM NO. : 64 H ' 


TO M : DIRECTOR', "FBI 100-335707 7 ! 

'* * sSEik) }; ip 6 - 2 1 

• f , . SUBJECT: . JOHW ^GAR^IEiiD, W9.S* • V 
> > , * SECURITY f/ATTER - CT - • . 

• - - , - PERJURY ;• ■ •.. '■ '■;•■• ••■ 
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SAQ, ££'3 Angelas (XdOrPSpO^) 

• ; pm&ws mi (loot&sjaj) 
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SECURITY Mfm*C ■ • 
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*■ **¥ M 7~0*51* which authorized the £q$ Angeles 
rfJrOO-vo interview Marc Lawren ce in <10 dor done & with the 
request contained in Eds -Angeles letter to the Bureau- dated 
b-2o±51 # ; ■ . ,' 

Si' i ‘ ' .* ' ,, • * y ^ * * ' - * h ; 

: . : At the. time, authorization: pf th is' interview teas 

granted by .the Bureau^ -Lawrence was; abroad and no information 
ms available as to h is expected return’ to this country •, 

ffhe dost repent information available to the . \ • : ; 
Bureau gon corn tng Lawren be it contained in your letter to “ .* 
pie Bureau dated prig^S., -in the ease captioned 'tear ; c : - 

Z iWy%oiii \ m *t Matter r> q s » ftps Angeles f ile 

1 Q 0-2335$ J * wh% oh indicates that Lawrence at that tine 

TYl e £Zii‘J' m ¥J' 9 ** *«*» ««», MMom he oonimm ? 

: Pn^VZiZ n i!i es — i ee .? n8 ®- hanlc acDoun-t a-b-Shermn Oake. 

v&lzfQpnia * . 200$ furjjh&p* ifi<$iQai;&d iihat he ^arp# : 

, to .return, to this eauntty in the tipur future #■' ? , 

iegtipkifid: Hid advise, the Bureau if any . ’ 
%n f°rm tipn pas pome to, ;tke. attention of your , ; .*• 
eating the date Zawrence nay pe expected to 
• Ef+2w YP ^he even t no ind ioation as. to his * 

received; by your of five, it is requested !. 
5^2? yoyr spurges of info rmat ion so that ..the- ; 

Pdphortzed. interview of Lawrence: may be conducted as soon : J 
.pee apple following his return '*■ ; " . " - ■ . . *a.’ i 
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JOHN GARFIELD, WAS., SM -C, PERJURY. REMYTEL APRIL FOURTEEN .LAST. 
RE PRESS REPORTS OF TESTIMONY OF ELIA KAZAN BEFORE HCUA. SUBSEQUENT 
PRESS REPORTS QUOTING PORTION OF KAZAN-S TESTIMONY INDICATE THAT HE 
ADVISED COMMITTEE THAT HE HAD PREVIOUSLY WITHHELD INFO RE CP AND 


MEMBERS FROM GOVERNMENT. WFO REQUESTED TO EXPEDITIOUSLY OBTAIN TESTI-y? 
MONY OF KAZAN BEFORE HCUA AND SUTEL SUMMARY OF SAME WITH PARTICULAR 3X3^ 
REFERENCE TO ANY COMMENTS MADE BY KAZAN RE GARFIELD FOR USE IN POSSIBLE 
REINTERVIEW OF KAZAN. REVIEW OF KAZAN-S TESTIMONY MAY ASSIST BURE AU 
IN DETERMINATION OF WHETHER KAZAN SHOULD BE REINTERVIEWED. 
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d; ! Fhc3cfStat : . of- which ■ >« ‘kntpd Abril; 27> 195%'i under . •*« 

: ^ caption .* f 4 Woroi^d V- •: •• v? , ,,,-• 

- a V ■ 4wi $ did-b.elV to determine tf *|.W %Hid’he . 0 / inter est‘ to ^ 
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^3^d6ntai7t,l : ,n‘o ;rs/. a J® W" ^ i^Contdins iTe nws o/^ilSiJ Mwals 

iKS.%»o*eci; that the; .sfatment: IkL^SoS strati on-, fcas 

, b een: Co ntacted 0 r yncern %? in 'connection p ith th is matter 
S§S73L : ‘. .M&tvcn regarding po,ss^2,s_o ✓ u. ? ±he s tat ement 'be* r*pt£ft$&/£$T. •; ■: 
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! i ftdi in Kazan. i_ m -pa*^un* he eels a Si el »6'er‘s 

W* a.f t he Communist, 
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urgent All INFORMtra cdmiNEP a “I 
HEfiEIM IS UNCLASSIFIED H 
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HEfiEIM IS UNCLASSIFIED 

JOHN'gARFIELD WAS SM r ^ J 1 

director ELIA kazan-s testimony before hcua INDICATE that amongest 
™ ff. “iii.* s .« R0UP theater and CP MEMBERS WERE^TOR 




' •• ?°ETS AW) Ac mss'W MIXER. BOTlT or WHO M "hAtc'lefT CP_^ 
C CORDING TO KAZAN. ACCORDINGLY MILLER WILL BE INTER VIEWED ON AUTHORITY 

~ E — TED S HLE£_ £!? LAST ‘ BUREAU AUTHORITY REQUES TED TO INTERVIEW^ 
CUFFORD_ODETS. IT IS CONTEMPLATED THAT SHOULD ODETS BE INTERVIEWED 
HE WILL BE QUESTIONED AS TO PRESENT CP MEMBERSHIP OF IRWIN SHAW, 

REPORTED BY MARTIN BERKELEY IN LA LETTER OCT TWENTY TWO LAST, TO HAVE 
BEEN, CP MEMBER AND GROUP THEATER ASSOCIATE OF GARFIELD. THEREAFTER . 
RECOMMENDATION WILL BE MADE BY THIS OFFICE AS TO ADVISABILITY OF 
INTERVIEW OF SHAW. KAZAN WHEN INTERVIEWED BY THIS OFFICE AS SET 
I2?1H, ON PAGE FORTYFOUR OF NY SUMMARY REPORT ^' oC T TWELVE LAST 

— ■ E °- EN0 ~.-1 °1E MEMBERSHIP by GARFIELD. BUREAU ADVISE WHETHER 
•THEY DESIRE RE-INTERVIEW OF KAZAN. ” 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


T0 : Mr, Tolson 

from : L. B , Nichols 

SUBJECT: JOHN^GARFIELD 


DATE: April 9, 1952 




. %>UJL°he.n, As&L£jia]^E*^U~Ate&ziLe y in New York, 

V Monday night in New YStT^KoV* 

**■> ns 


olavi 



Cohen knew that this was 

not correct ana headed off the Anti-Defamation League 
from coming out and endorsing Garfield, 





ca Mr, Belmont ^ .J* 

Mr - Ladd all information cont m&T' 

lbn: cmc HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED . \ 

ADDENDUM, 4-10-52, LBN:mb:CMC ^ATEjjJ)/^ 

. I_talked to Victor Biesel regordino ggr field and 

that LouU Niser l s 

lm.ll m J-A, -gj ea eJ g toe3^ ^T^^TeX r~ 

■ ? and tha * he 
had talked to the people in the Anti -Defamation League but 

f gK - *s4&?f A»* 

it nan* /»f a nd whether 

, LjzskpdLhin wh y, . He said, he had seen ' 
* * i told /him that I slmpTy^ 
i could not say, S£^.m^sjaJ A_if it cam e f tom Cohen x he hqd 

1 1 e S™.* d „ r $°l $9^ Cohen said with* a\ grain of salt . 


4 t*J * 




Arnol wVkf 

of the Arffi^Defai^^ e and Foster stated. 

y se /l himself, made no reference to Ga rf i7I3Se^f^Teared, 
Carfiqld stated he had been cleared by the Department of 
Justice and by the^House Committee on Un-American Activities . 

U these circumstances he thought it 
wouJjLlieutJmise to 

s ^ 2 ^rfjM^Jtosor 0 bably making a lot of s elj-sefvtce^” 
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Office Memorandum 


/UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


FROM : 


SUBJECT: 


DIRECTOR, FBI .• (100-335707) 

SAC, LOS ANGEIES (100-22503) 

O'' \ 

JOHN GARFIEID, Wa* 

SECURITY MATTER - C 


DATE: May 2, 1952 


Reurmemo April 21 last in regard to whether MA8flpT38SRMCE, film 
actor has returned from. abroad. • v ■■ 

It has been determined through a pretext contact with subject's 
residence that he .is still in Rome, Italy, for an indefinite period* The 
nature of his enjoyment there.could not be obtained* . . 

A confidential contact at the Screen Actors Guild in Hollywood, of . 
which IAKRENCE has been a member for some years, advises that the Guild has 
just recently received a notice filed by his agent or a friend, by which 
LAWRENCE took a withdrawal from Guild membership* This means that, he is . 
out of the acting profession on an indefinite basis* The SAG record also 
verified his present location in Rome, although no specific address there 
is given* ; ' : ' • '■ ■ 

The Bureau is advised that all logical investigation and outstaiding 

leads at Los Angeles in this case have been - completed* Submission of a report 
by Los Ange les . has been unavoidably delayed due to receipt of other expedite 
matters* However, unless additional leads are received in this matter, Los 
Angeles will forward a report in the very near future covering investigation 
.to date*’ •’ : ' "• ' 


MMBscla 

100-22503 ' , • 

cc: New York (100-&9074) • - . •/ - 

Los Angeles (100-23359 (LAWRENCE) ^ 
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■roison_ 
Ladd ' 


^alrnon t-.. • , 


•acy_ 

bhr 


:‘V • . r .;. SAOyirew- fork ; (lOO-$ 9 P 7 k) . //, . 

=. ;•; ■; \y:;: ^epiyd^ymi ■ (ipo 03 $ygf) 'yy^yyyyyy \y.y£y> T ; > ; • '-yy -1 

• / tyy'^i 'jV-\ • *^v~v . : rJ: * ' '• 

••*: -f ;-y : .:segurt mr tawm •'*'■ c ,:r \- • -v. v ■.■ •■**/*••• 

pEBJtrpt /.-i : - ; ; 

' • 1 '>- • ;•:>•'*» y . 

', *15050^^ i ^RfBulet 3 - 27 *-p 2 i ; C$#. Mfi>,ek-*fi 4 i~ 5 S v - .. [-■;■;■/' : . t * ;■ ' ' •’■v.V; 

'•'.'..V ^ v .*' • f ollowing 'data! is feinphsubmltted. fof/your 3 \< )£.:•/* v*. 

<: confidential inf or mat ion- and pass this; U 8 hd#tbhce'';iTl.:, boms cti oqV“v* : •*">; 
: '. .witft th&. contempt ated ■ interview of AfhgXd #Q$ter->of the iA.ntii -----''.''; : V ’’ 

■ Sefamaiiion lenguen - !.'.••>• • • '* _y *\* '4 •/ V,sy< . 5 ..v * •• 

V 1 -. • On April y s & 9 $jfy :&n off icial of the Bureau received Y'V. ; 
advice an a bmfi&w$i&l:-b#si& ftoyii Say- Coben s Aeei:stam>i/y - j- 
- MHted States Attorney in New /Tork y to , ttfis effect that -Louts ‘ v ff ' . ; 

■'‘' ylfiber, ^asyMdkihg the /statement that. the ■ Pipe btorvhad;'i;nformejd /' ,r ' '•. >•■ „» 
r there i was 'nothing- '■■&$& th 8 &-<jfaffi.iil 8 \s W-‘ "' 

■ statement: to be ihpor'feety alleged that' He ■■e$$Siy-C’-y r ' hi '. 

tfte 4»tt -Befamati on Xsogti s -from endorsing par field ... > . - ‘ * :-• 

; ■., "•• ^Subsequently, ticrtOr , : Biesbl inf otmedhthe Buredu.J . 

off icial that Louis Niser^s law firm, was handling Garffetd.. ';.Vy ’I ' 1 

Recording to Rieeel J: Garf ield peTSpnatig; called at^ the:_:Antiff^yy : .-.y'<\ 
i-i': Defamation League but , that . no ref erenice was made ! to\FBI'-: >' 

_ : oleatdpde 'yfhll ddtery^ f 

; state'dHe hadt diked tho Arnold Posterofthe Anti ~Befawa t ion * .■ , 

League and Poster advised Miser would &rtrig\-(jjctffieid :skot,-tjfb. • 

League » .* Sow ever i, Biesel Ss inclined to dis count the statements 
of OohM: and indicated Garfield :i$ probably making &. great;'- • . 

■ ^any statements of a self-serving nature* . •* ‘ .. .. *'•*• '- 1 

; • Oh-iTelhli^vM'iyr l y^} : -V '• i ; -,l .V ; *> ’7 

. . . ,*•_ " i4 folumn hy Rieser appearing An the 3 - 2 h - $2 issue v ‘ 

k Bew Leader ’ contained an item .indi eating Garf ield & 

l- had; been duped by .th e Communists and would take, an y * anti- ^ si 
. .yomjiiunist platf orm; to tell his story . Based thereon , NTO . m 
•waoy'eQuested toj reinterview Riesel s ince it, appeared he ~ •■'if-P'f 1 . 
possessed addi tional data concern ing Ga rfield , '< ■ [NYO. .advi d ed tB § 
y^for^ti °h re Gar field ha$ 0 ghn obtained!; by Ribse-ffrom AEnjalM 
f oster thg Anti -Defamation, League f who would be< contacted/ S 
concerning _ this mtterify -y g ^ ^ y ^' =■• > '-I 
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SAG, Washington Field (100-21 
Mr ector , FBI (100-33570 j ) ^ 
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JOSH .OARFIEID, was * ] 
SECURITY MATTER.- 0 
PERJURY ’ . 


, ••:• v <: :• 

> , • ■ *■: ;• „ -• 


■ .-Rebulet 2-I8-52 and ur let 3-21-52. ■■ V .•• : V./.V 

■: -V <•#, Bureau letter- of reference .the results of -the 

interview, of Major Harriet )M cm el f" \ . 

' your office and you were informed .the results of the. infer- , , 

. view with the ■ wife of Ma, j or Douglas Braneh Would Mkernse ^ V, 
>e furnished your office. \{ ' f 


.MCKS^rl {There are enclosed two copies of a . CIO report . V. .. 1 

dated -March k, 1 952, and two copies, of a CIO report, dated/ * ;• ' 

i/arcft 21. 1952, reflecting the results of m zntewiewf - , . ■ 

with Mrs. Mary' Alice Branch^ These • reports mre submtted ; . • . 

to the Bureau by the. Bureaus representative fn Germany .r* ; . *•. 

by letter dated k-30-52.y one dopy of .each; veportM^ also ■ , ... . 

being enclosed for the information of the Rew> York ,,Offige • . 

; . As indicated in th’e Bureau letter . 0. f reference 

the attachments are being furnished the . Washington Eiel d ■ .... 

Office for inclusion in a 'Supplemental summary report to .be - 

; submitted . by that off ice in the,. i^fdiata future.^; ^ f';\ fp- • 

■ ■ For the additional . information o f,. the yViashington; ; ;•* -V/ v_. 

' Field Office, an interview of Thelma Marie, Bale by ■-* 

Philadelphia Office in. connection with the ,capt foneM matter . . ' . . ... 

... is not being contemplated' by the 9 : * 

, EncMwre : ; - ■ 

nf . o Tory fBnfWlur e) ' 1 00-690711 *. - ' 

00 f 2 - Mew York (mam^rey xyy oyy ( u. Kt/ : ^ • ' 

' •; \ r >... v ----- tmMsh \ 


' ' ; - I 

mt jd^A ; • : 


m 




|mne ; ® | ; 

J ' ■ 


t :-t ’Tmp . 


X ' m ' 

S c 




rm>?i , 


'■ - Vb 

' ■- ..'V v.i : i: 



. f'i 

r ** * * AA 




o*,m 






Jn Reply 9 Please Refer to 
T File No, 


Date: 
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FEDERAL BURE AU' OF INV^STI G A-Tipl| 

- •* • /' • I CZiASSXS'iCyVFTnTi' ' ■ I '••• ‘ 

. /■ > Heidelberg, Germany V " \ . : ■ | AciflWf a/ ' ■ . »VT . i; ' •’ " 

' ; ; ; ; t - •jsxP'r F7T T|?f.Ms kraoTffff 2 /, v'/c. | ’ - ••••/ 
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■ V . . • April 30 , 195S - ■ V * ^.CMT-, ARtty GpUHp^ t 


’Trfmvrtrt 



John Edgar Hoover, Director ' ' J : ’ ,V.'- 
Federal -Bureau,* of Investigation . . ( 100 - 33 * 5707 y 


y J 


'/■:•/■ «»V- •' 


iFroni: -/ Georg| A» VanKpy .( 100 - 19 ) ' V j... ;; 

-:v --JOHW'TGaiMBiaJ.,. /: % -•;? /•> 

V.'-v*/. • •” SECURITY MATTER r.C 7 ‘b K ? ;■■ -^-C 




. A &yieti January 24 * 1952 * , /' f A‘ v 


V ♦' ./<VVK^ H -’*iSitaci»ii are- two copies of CIC report dated March 4, 1952 
and' two’ copies of; CIC report -dated March 21, 1952, both prepared by , 

;-|la|T%9tt;^ehaHa.^ (File # 

H-19426j«D-260903 )V : 'A : .vV,A AA^iA-A zAAAAAA 


\ -i -i '£:■ A 'j The attached" reports ; ^eyieot ' thte- results" of- ;laUrvieir?> r > ' ;■$ 
^^h'”'M^s : ./MART ALICE BRIVNCH regarding this mattery 


, v b6 ? 
•• * b 7 C 


No further action vrill :be token in; this case mless the . 

ii»*a rif:hAtntfTfte^ f ' :**' \ , • !r «•' v , * \ *! 


Bureau- desires otherwise,. 
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HES?, Harriet ?&chcel, X-hJor 
MG h -303506 


2TI-feroh 1952 
' 71^194265 B- 2&3903 


. Ca 19 Threfc 1952> I-3«5 l-fery JOiCB- m&m y MO Card B-05S269, the depend- 
eat wife of Major l&ttbow Bou&Lss BR.*ECi!, 055799, Assistant S~3 of the 371st 
Armored Infantry Battalion, . tIBRSBESG- (M50/040) , Germany, residing at bovaiis-‘ 

. strasse 22, H0PJ2MG, was interviewed by agents I5 A ?t and' c B !r of tMs head-, 
quarters, in the presence of Major BSAMGH. I-Srs BEAiSOH furnished substantially 
the following information concerning her Ivsowledge. of a photograph xjhich was' 
shorn to -her for the purpose of identification , of the personalities th croons »' 

- lire BMKGII, who was previously shown a copy rf the photograph' on 3 March . 

" 1952, by agents ^ of this heackytarters, . was unable to identify •anyone in the 

photograph, According to Mrs BBAMCK, the persons identified in the caption 
of the photograph as Miss forothy EBBRT and Eta Mim?d.OMMCm r do Ieoh ’ 
familiar- to her} however, Mrs BMMOir is unable to male a positive identifi- - 
cation and ISrs BRAMDB is not familiar with the name SI-TBEfl In reference to • 
the nme • !2*&i£513, Era 1RSMGR said that 'it cowia he a ta?s (fan) who - 

is -the wife of a doll inawn H1SH3KGT<SX physician* Mrs BEAgOH, however, 
could not sad would not make a positive identification in this instance, end 
explained that she hased this possibility upon her hnowd-edgo. that a Sector ■ 
(fan) ilP2IQT?S does, ‘havp offices in 0!f, 9,0*, although she does not 
.recall ever-- having seen X-1rs IIO^XGPB-* Vtr& BlpI’Sfi then pointed to the woman 
in the photograph, who is in a position fourth from the left, directly \ ■ 

behind Mss HOST* This person, JS*& 58J2S0H said,, was probably the person 
who had informed GIG that Mrs 'BBIHGE would ha able to^iaafee, identifications, 
from the photograph because of her" iBEASGBIS) MSEIiK-TOl;T background* lies 
BKfiTOE then exolained that Major Harriot 113ST, a tTilO Officer, had visited - » 
Ihrs mmm. Shortly before thanksgiving 1951’ at the MTGH home in BOTBER6, 
and had told her that she had been confronted by DIG agents, who alleged that 
Major was the person fourth from- the left in the photograph* Major 
-•.t3?£y then gave tho name of Mrs BBAB5H as ©- person- who would probably be able 
to identify persons in the photograph. Mrs BEA1TQH -said that even though she 
knows which person is supposed to ho l-fajor !$Sf, eh© still could not male a. 

- positive identification because, of the position of tho hat worn ‘by the person 
in the. photograph, which hides distinguishing faeiaL features, Kirs 3BM0H -- 
.believes that Major MSS8F is now assigned somewhere in. the Sons of the 

Interior* I -ks BEM-TGH farther stated that she- docs not see herself in the ' . 
photograph* Mrs BIWTCIX then prepared & signed statement which indicates 
that she has no Inowledge concerning the persons or the ©vent depicted in 
the photograph. Mrs BR/®CH < S sighed ‘statement is nttnehed hereto as 
Ssbibit »JL«. ■ : • ■••• 

:- ^ v ' ' - ' . (F-S) " 

■ d0E!"jf *S hGEESj- ’ 

- Both Krs BIU3JGK and Major EH&??GH were vexy cooperative tlsroughout the 
interview and Major BRAKGH did not interfere, in any respect, tilth the 
progress of tho interview.- . - • 
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■ JOHN mBFXJStDj »M*‘ • 

SECURITY MATTER ■ - \C 

PER YURY , 


' May-, !,; %9$2 

A - V' . 1 ’V- . ' . ' 


- .,-n • 


; • - For the i nformdti on of -the Mew York arid Eos / '/ 

: 'Angeles Off} oes, -there' are pirtached Photo state, O f -id , » - . , - r > 
letter? da.-ted-Apr.it 'Epf 195 %* dir edited ft oithe/Bup : 4ari--pi;\ ufrJP) 

5' like . Anti -DefaM# iipri- league- Of : M *$&$' BfSith,, \M-ew : York,- /■ eJflPvM 
\ City* and Photo &ia-b,s of the .pn^Xopme'h-.ifheretej \ 


Mi 



contents of phi oh are :&eXfA&pldP a $0W} ■ f:A y<->^ "A-. --p^} r? -■ 

• Vft : ik 'noted ; tfr 'iriMdteP-t-aZ teas •kad'e: available ■". ...v’, 
., to tfte Bureau on -a con, fid ential. basis . ^Therdforej the~* 

/. documents prepared -by darfieid r ; are riob[ to b..e, utilised' ■ - v./\».’ 

* iri: the preparatt on of ■ ‘investigative Aeports arid drenotA.:. \, ^ 

’to beMissepihated ■cutside.of y your_ office in , '^hf\^k.^4Sef^fA7f. t . 
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; yowp files, A r.fiHTMMED , 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Mr . Tolson 


D* B . N ~i/ o ho 1 $ 


DATE: 


Tlpril 55, 1952 



TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


I am attaching hereto a letter from Arnold Forster 
of the Anti-Defamation League 9 transmitting a statement by 
John^Car field of Hollywood , California } along with a draft of 
an article by G-arfield^^ionH Be a Sucker For a Left Hook." 

It is suggested the Domestic .Intelligence Division 
review the article for any omissions or inaccuracies. If 
there are any bearing , I can then in a personal conversation 
with Forster observe that no reference is made to such and 
such items 9 depending upon what the review shows • 

Attachment 

CC: Mr. Ladd 

CC : Mr. Belmont 
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• UNITED s\ ^-ioYERNMENT 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 



Mr, D , M, Ladd 


Mr, A, H • Belmonfflji'$* 


DATE: May 1 , 1952 



PURPOSE i 


JOHN GARFIELD 
SECURITY MATTER 
PERJURY 


"v, .. 


1 r-% 

, tgSS85g^ 


To submit the results of a review of Garfield's 
statement captioned } "Don't Be a Sucker for a Left Hook" 
which was received from the Anti -Defamation League of 
B'Nai B'Rith on a confidential basis , 
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BACKGROUND t 

— t-t- Y ' 

The attached memorandum indicates Arnold Forster 
of the Anti -Defamation League transmitted to Mr, Nichols 
a draft of an article prepared by Garfield which may be 
published during the summer of 1952, Mr, Nichols requested 
the article be reviewed for any omissions or inaccuracies , 

DETAILS t 

A review oj 9 the article disci oses that it 
comprises a clear attempt by Garfield to apply his own 
white-wash brush with respect to his Communist Party front 
activities , The article is replete with omissions since it 
appears Garfield refers only to those affiliations which 
he believes can be explained satisfactorily. There is 
attached a summary prepared in 1951 reflecting Garfield's 
connection with approximately fifty front organisations — 
seventeen of which have been cited by the Attorney General, 
nine by the HCUA, and thirteen by the Tenney Committee , 

In his manuscript, Garfield refers to only a small portion 
of these organisations and : makes no mention whatever of’ 
most of them. He also makes no endeavor to explain his 4 
association with known or alleged Communists as also r 

indicated in the attached summary. There appears little 
oubt that the draft ,w,as prepared solely as a self-serving 
esture with the possible added incentive of restor ing his 
waning public recognition and esteem. Specific omissions 
and inaccuracies ar-e detailed later in this memorandum • 
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In the introduction , Garfield points up the 
lack of love and understanding re ceived as a hoy and the 
concurrent need for attention and approval . However , 

"my greatest anguishhas come from the fact that I've 
been a sucker for a left hook -- politically speaking I 
mean " and indicates the reader may benefit from his 
experiences . He again states he has never been a Communist 
and abhors Communism as much as Fascism. One reason he was 
an easy mark for "Stalinist lefties" is attributed to his 
responding like an actor to a request for an autograph . 

The ", lefties " also s elected appeals to which he was sure 
to repond. Later in his manuscript Garfield states some 
of his actions were , in the light of knowledge he possesses 
today, bad errors of judgment . Being an unpriviledged 
kid whose dreams came true, he has tried to be grateful 
and to express his gratitude by sympathy and helpfulness 
to the under-dog and by devotion to his country and its 
ideals. He failed to appreciate that the public limelight 
brings with it special responsibi lit ies and he suggests 
the following four points be observed to avoid such 
unhappy entanglements t 

( 1 ) Never join a new "cause" headed by famous 
names if those names haven't an established 
record of interest in the cause. Otherwise, 
too often the real operators are maneuvering 
the real purpose behind the scenes . 

(2) Learn to detect the special lingo of the 
leftists. Communist semantics are an education 
in themselves . 

(3) Be sure the group is willing to state positively 
its belief in democratic principles and equally 
positively its rejection of Communism and Fascism. 

(If.) Examine your mail and repudiate immediately 
any fellow-traveler group that seeks to use 
your name. 

As indicated previously , when analysed factually 
the draft contains many omissions as well as a number of 
inaccuracies when compared with data in Bureau files as 
illustrated by the following tabulation . 
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ACTORS LABORATORY 


Ga^fieldfs, M^nv^cript . 

On pages 3 an d h Garfield states his first major 
theater role was in a hit play called "Awake and Sing " and 
it was this play the Actors Laboratory in 19h5 asked him 
to do for tlie benefit of the Laboratory 's veterans training 
program . He states the combination of circumstances was 
irresistible s the Laboratory being a studio school chartered 
by the State of California and Certified under the G • T« Bill 
of Rights and had appeared at U,S.O. Camp Shows — a school 
very much like those in Hew York l Jwhich he had received his 
own training • 


Bureau files 


According to the attached summary, Gaxfield 
was among fftose who ojligin&23jl fSZmed the Actors Laboratory 
in 1 9 Ip. ^ A relia bi e informa nt ad v is ed the real purpose 
of the Actors Laboratory was to use the theater as a 
propaganda instrument for spreading the Communist philosophy • 

On J-22-l/lf., the Los Angeles " Daily News " reported 
Garfield was scheduled to act in a sketch being produced 
by the Actors Laboratory . 

The 8-13-U5 issue of "Variety " stated Garfield 
was leaving his assignment as Director of the Stage Production , 
"A Bell for Adano" which was being produced by the Actors 
Laboratory . However, Garfield would continue to serve as co- 
producer with J . Edward Bromberg who has been reported to be 
a Communist Party member . 


According to the "Hollywood Reporter " of 5~27~b&, 
the next producti on then scheduled by the Actors Laboratory 
was "Awake and Sing" with Garfield included in the cast • 

On 3-8-l}.8, a reliable informant made available a printed 
program distributed by the Actors Laboratory which set forth 
a history of the Laboratory indicating it had its beginning 
in June, 19^6, (sic) when it offered "Awake and Sing" by 
Clifford Odets with Garfield appearing in the cast . It was 
noted that all members of the cast of this play, with the 
ex ception of Garfield and one other, had been identified as 
Communist Party members in Hollywood, California , as of 19b5> 
by a reliable informant . 
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AMERICAN- LEAGUE FOR PEACE AND DEMOCRACY 


Gajfiefd [ s Manuscdpt 

On page 8, Garfield states his name was used 
without authorisation by groups "with which I was never 
associated" , such as the American League for Peace and 
Democracy , among others • 


Bureau files 

The "Daily Worker" of 1-11 -38 stated the American 
League for Peace and Democracy was sponsoring a "Boycott 
Japanese Goods Conference" to be held on 2-5~38» The article 
stated that Garfield as well as other prominent stage 
personalities had expressed their support of this conference • 

An informant of que stionable reliability advised 
that he attended a dinner on 12-1)4.-38 , in New York, at which 
was present the "inner 'circle drowd" of the American League 
for Peace and Democracy . Among those present were Steve 
Nelson, a well known Communist , and Garfield . Garfield 
made a speech at this dinner which was described by the 
informant as "extremely strong and full of the class struggle 
spirit ." 

National Council of Sov iet-Amer icon -Friendship 

Garfield *_s Manuscjfpt 

Also on page 8, Garfield lists the Motion Picture 
Committee of the National Council of Sov iet-Amer i can Friendship 
as an organization "with which I was never, asso dated" , On page 
10, he states he was listed as a sponsor of a cocktail party 
arranged in iqlf.3 by the Motion Picture Committee of the National 
Council of Sov iet-Amer icon Friendship and knew nothing about it • 


Bureau files. 


In October , I 9 I 4 I 3 a reliable informant furnished a 
list of members and officers of the Los Angeles Chapter of the 
NCASF, which included the name of Garfield • 


On 8-21-U.3, 

confidentially advised 
appeared on a list of 
by the NCSAF on 


the names of 
sponsors for a 
8-22-1(3 d the Mocambo 


_of Warner Brothers Studio 
Garfield and his wife 
r eception to be given 
Club for Mikhail 


be 

hi 

hi 
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Kalatozov . This latter individual was a Soviet film producer 
representing the Soviet Film Committee which controls the 
pr^ductVon Ind distribution of all Soviet and foreign films 

in Moscow . 

In approximtely June , 19kk, it was ascertained 

ITeclTelZl SlT/ulZ ‘ffciret lit liYluW^tT appear 
in this function . 

The "Daily Worker " for 11-21-hk contained an 

article which identified several movie stars, +IT NCSAF 9 rally 
Garfield , who had signed a telegram greeting the NCSAF r lly 

held at Madison Square Garden. 

The NCSAF sponsored a bazaar at the New York City 
Center Casino Ballroom from May k - 7, 19kl« On k-30 U7, 
according to a technical surve illance, Iy 

aoreed to attend but refused to have his picture take 
at this function. Garfield explained that hi* 
at that time. Enterprise .Pictures, had f^hVs^n^/e cause 
having his picture taken at an affair of th therefrom . 

they were afraid unfavorable publicity would result therejrom. 


It has not been possible to compare Garfield's 
draft aaainst data appearing in Bureau files item for item 
inn's much as the draft contains a number of 

covering Garfield’s associations which are set forth below. 

(1 ) ttj was gulled into association with high-sounding 

committees that later were charged with b {™" tS ££ 

Communist enterprises - like the lint tfnale mere 

still , many fine groups to which I gladly H . d 

successfully inf titrated and exploited by Communists, and 

I did nothing about it. 

(2) ”In most instances, I was not even aware of such 
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(3) "I am sure that in most of the instances I have in 
mind, I was never even approa ched for the use of my name • 

In others it was done in such a clever manner as to pass by 
me without my realising it • - w 

RECOMMENDATIONS : 

(1) It is recommended that this memorandum be 
referred to the Assistant to the Director Nichols for the 
purpose indicated in the attached memorandum, subject to 
your approval . 

(2) Photostats of Garfield's draft have been 
prepared for the information of the New York and Los Angeles 
Offices in connection with the current perjury investigation 
of Garfield . A letter forwarding drafts to those . offices 
and placing restrictions upon their use is also attached, 
subject to your approval • 

It is noted a Photostat has also been prepared for 
retention in Bureau files in the event it is necessary to 
f return the draft to the Anti-Defamati on League % 
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NATIONAL COMMISSION 

HON. MEIER STEINBRINk 
Chairman 

BARNEY BALABAN 
A. G. BALLENGER 
PHILLIP W. HABERMAN 
A. C. HORN 

HON. HERBERT H, LEHMAN 
Honorary Vice-Chairmen 

MAURICE N. DAN NEN BAUM" 
PHILIP M. KLUTZNICK 
EDMUND WATERMAN 
Vice-Ch airmen 

RICHARD E. GUTSTADT 
Executive Vice-Chairman 

JACOB ALSON 
Treasurer 

BENJAMIN R. EPSTEIN 
National Director 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
Ex Officio 

BENJAMIN GREENBERG 
Finance 

HON. JACOB GRUMET < 
Civil Rights 

MELVIN H. SCHLESINGER 
Community Service 

SAMUEL H. NERLOVE 
Program 

MEMBERS 
LEONARD ABESS 
JACOB ALSON 
I. B. BENJAMIN 
MRS. JOSEPH S. BERENSON^ 
MAURICE BISGYER 
WILLIAM P. BLOOM 
JOSEPH COHEN 
MAURICE N. DANNENBAUM 
AARON DROOCK 
HENRY EPSTEIN 
FRANK GARSON 
WILLIAM M. GERBER 
DR. MAURICE A. GOLDBERG 
EDWARD GOLDBERGER 
FRANK GOLDMAN 
FRANK R. S. KAPLAN 
PHILIP KLUTZNICK 
HAROLD LACHMAN 
RALPH LAZARUS 
HERBERT LEVY 
DAVID H. LITTER 
BERNARD NATH 
JEFFERSON E. PEYSER 
~HONH)AVIDJUtqSE, 

PAUL SAMPUNER 
BENJAMIN SAMUELS 
MAX J. SCHNEIDER 
HENRY SCHULTZ 
HON. MEIER STEINBRINK 
JESSE STEINHART 
MRS. M. A. TEMERSON 
JOHN J. UNTERMANN 
EDMUND WATERMAN 
MRS. HYMAN C. WEISMAN 
LOUIS ZARA 


April 23, 1952 


Mr. Louis Nichols 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Bear Lou: 

In the light of our discussion I thought 
■ou vould be interested in having the attached Immediately 
■t came into m y hands in final fora. If the piece is 
published it vill not be until ‘sometime during this summer. 
Naturally the fact that I am the source is in confidence 
to you. 

I thought, also, you might be interested 
in having the statement' the Subject made at a recent 
public exercise in which he touched on the problem of 
communism. 

If there is any other way we can be helpful 
to you in this situation, please let me know. 


Sincerely yours. 



,AF:h 


ARNOLD FORSTER 


HON. A. K. COHEN 
JOSEPH A. WILNER 
Honorary Life Members 

NATIONAL STAFF 
DIRECTORS 

OSCAR COHEN ^ 

Communily Service 

ARNOLD FORSTER 
Civil Rights 
J. HAROLD SAKS 
Adm in i strati on 
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ADI OFFICES 


Atlanta regional office, 

11 Pryor Street, S.W., Suite 305,' Atlanta 3, Georgia, _4rfbur J. Cevin, "Director 

Connecticut regional office, 

125 Temple Street, Room 510, New Haven 11, Connecticut, Wyman W. Waves, Director 

Florida regional office, 

330 Scybold Building, Miami 32, Florida, Qilbert J. B atkin, Director 

Illinois regional office, 

206 Hast Adams Street, Springfield, Illinois, Ben*Zton Gmamiel, Director 

Metropolitan new york regional office, 

20 West 40th Street, New York 18, New York, Cester J. Waldman, Director 

Metropolitan philadelphia-delaware regional office, 

1831 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa., "Blanche B. Sisenstein, Director 

Michigan regional office, 

602 Park Avenue Building, Detroit 26, Michigan, [Haskell £. Eazere, Director 

Midwest regional office, 

327 South LaSalle Street, Chicago 4, Illinois, A. Abbot Rosen, Director 

Mountain states regional office, • . 

220 Empire Building, Denver 2, Colorado, Michael £. freed, Director 
NEW ENGLAND REGIONAL OFFICE, ' ‘ . 

68 Devonshire Street, Boston 9, Massachusetts, Sol Kolack, Director ' 

New jersey regional office, 

1060 Broad Street, Room 549, Newark 2, New Jersey, Oscar Qroner, Director • 

New ORLEANS REGIONAL OFFICE, 

5342f St. Charles Ave., New Orleans ;15, Louisiana, Brant Coopersmitb, Director 

North c'aroliNa-virginiA regional' office, ' " ' • 

* 403 East Franklin Street, Room 307, Richmond IP, 'Virginia, Jbeodore freedmant Director , 
Northern CALIFORNIA REGIONAL OFFICE, . . ^ /• - / - 

, v .1.10 Sutter'Street,, Suite 706, San JFrancispo 4, .California, Stynley S. Jacobs, Djrector 

OhIO-KENTUCKY REGIONAL OFFICE, \ ' , 

82 North High Street, Suite 610, Columbus 15, Ohio^ Seymour Qorcboff, Director * 

Pacific-southwest regional office,. \ 

590 North Vermont Ave., Los Angeles .-4, California, fiction A. Seim, Director 

Pennsylvania regional- office/ / ' }’» • • 

212 North Third Street, Harrisburg/P&hhsyfvania,' r 7reU f (jrossmant birectbr 

Plains states regional office, / j 

338 Securities Building, Omaha, Nebraska, Seymour Wi Xaptan, Director 
SOUTHERN OFFICE^; - . r / „ r , < . 

11 Pryor Street, S.W., Suite 305, Atlanta 3, Georgia, Alexander 7, Miller, Director % » 

Washington, d.c., regional office, j ’ 

1003 K Street, N.W., Washington 1, D.C., Wertnan Edelsberg, Director 

Washington state regional office, • 

1803 Smith Tower, Seattle 1, Washington, P. Allen Rickies, Director 

Western Massachusetts regional office, 

172 Chestnut Street, Springfield 3, Massachusetts, Jbelma Xeitlen, Director 

Western new york state regional office, 

308 Crosby Building, Buffalo 2, New York, Jsrael W. Moss, Director 

Western regional office, - ; • 

502 Pacific Building, Portland 4, Oregon, David Robinson, Director 

Wisconsin-upper midwest regional office, 

500 Madison Building, 623 North Second Street, Milwaukee 3, Wisconsin, Sidney W. Sayles, Director 

' • Minnesota-dakotas community consultant, 

806 Lumber Exchange Building, Minneapolis 2, Minnesota, ftfonroe ScMrtcfus 

\ JOlhJT OFFICES 

Indiana Jewish community reLations council, 

401 Liberty Building, 107 South Capitol Avenue, Indianapolis 4, Indiana, Eouis B. Qreenber0, Director 

Jewish community council of greater Kansas city, 

425 New York Life Building, 20 West Ninth Street, Kansas City 6, Missouri, Sidney £morence, Director 

Southwestern regional Jewish community relations council, 

1003 Scanlan Building, Houston 2, Texas, S. 7botnas friedman , Director 
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• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


date: April 23, 1952 


Mr. To Is on 


FROM : L. B. Nichols \X X ) V ' 

subjbcT: JOHN GARFIELD 

Rose 

called me on 

April 18tlT, 'Ey reference from the Director 's Office . He stated 
he ch with th e Director for a piece of 'S 

confidential information . He pointed out that Xj^pj^esejvtat ions „ e J 
had 6e.en made that the . T)rna rrt n eniL j>j ?_ <*“ 

e7\ JlB J~d^*~JkoJL' .tnAos-jasonl* mg 

or clear people and he thinks this information is faulty and he 
has so stated . He_ personally feels J o UR^G arfisl^d^hs-sus^pd^ious^mand, 
is '[guilty as hell r . He furthers tated that Garfield had hired 
Julius Klein of Chica go to help clean him up, and \n £he str^ip tsst \ 
of confidence] stated he heard overtures had been . jnade. ft o 

Senator Brewsxer ana Congressman Velde to fix things up far. 

(far field . He further pointed out the Ant.i-Del.am.ati on League 
was caxryin^ the J>all for Garfield, and Garfield is contending 
that representations which are being made pertaining to him stem 
from an anti-Semitic smear . 

LApIA] mM^Qf^Jm^QML^npwle^ 

i nvesMm MJltja^^^r^,eljdL and that obviously if we felt he 

was lily white we would not still be investigating him . 

stated jtMs^MOJS-^p . 




t Chi 


IP^MlLfold 

We that ?Iml8l$i MLJS£ougteJ&^ that Mrfi'eld 

i-tedJL&£.d^yLJmlj™jiej^&^ is t Party . 

|i The Anti-Defamation League has talked to Garfield at great 
Iflength and tjjsy^a rs^npw inclined to believe _ Ms,.stojuu ^ They 
told Garfield that if he wanted to clear himself and if he was 
never a Communist that he should in a public s tatemen±.ejxvla.in 


h_is connections, with the various ff roht orga nisa tions .. ] an.d..tnd iv^d uala 

.'ufslkno^^aslHommniA^iT' ■ Garfield has "prepared a lenathv 


Stafejnoj]jLjohich he is tJfUjJia^Jbo^a&t^ ou.hKis he d Jin som e .nat.ij>jial. 

P ljbl iszatjign , an d Arnold Foster was of the opinion' that Garfield 
was SJSJ u L i .t w -... Lt ~JM~l^ ine . Foster further stated that 

Louis Niser had informed him he had been in touch with contacts 
of his in the Deoar tmentof .Gustfcg^ and the Department had 
concluded Jts^AnyeMMJlhMQn and there was nn~ perSux.y..,..irwol vs& 
in Garfield's appearance before the House Committee on JM- American 
Activities . 
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, Foster stated* approximately a week ago two Agents from 

the New York Office were in to see him about Garfield and this s 
raised a question in his mind because it was obvious we were still 
investigating Garfield, Fa &jkejL .sta ted. 

J told him I, of course , could not give him any word one way or 
the other but that for his information the Bureau was still 
investigating Garfield and the Bureau would not presume to 
state whether there was or was not perjury. 


W.e—ha.v.e..J i £ 


NUMZ2U$-~£2id jLDJjiiLals~x^M^ no 

wiJne^e&-Jwho~xian~ajc&tMll^ 


It seems to me that if Garfield wants to purge himself s 
in the first place he would have gone to the FBI to make a 
statement , 


Unless advised to the contrary I intend to call Arnold 
Foster back and tell him that on reflecting on the Garfield matter 
it would seem to be rather inconsistent to me that Garfield has 
not voluntarily come to the FBI if he wanted to get on the record 
as not being a Communist 3 and that Foster might wish to suggest 
to Garfield that he voluntarily call on the FBI to be interviewed 
and make such statement as he desires to make, 

I have discussed this matter with Supervisor Klemp who 
is handling the case and it is doubted that Garfield will voluntarily 
come to the Bureau, If he doesn't this would put him in trouble 
at once with the Anti-Defamation League and solve the problem. 

If he does come to the Bureau it would give us a chance to press 
him for an explanation for his many asso ciations , 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


date: May 7, 1952 


m/I League reg ard ing John Garfield : and told Forster that after 
readinaihe^atefiaT'^ T^as^omewhat^amased that ifGar field 
\ is so.. sJ, n.ae.re that he had never come to the FBI » _ F orster 


stated^he had also ashed Garfield this question and Garfield 


had 




s, afraid a 


- ip to 

zzrs&riMi wyaw^sssaSw 


I I'he FBI mi ght be mi sun derstpod*^ X told Forster this sounded 
like an a TibiT 

Jo r 8 ter s tatedJi g^tM&SMghlM^qgr^ejd^ 
the initiative and call Garfield and tell him tha& upoj\^£urj/hgr 

•« < % •# t. . . _ . F . A _ * — . . -I T_ —7 ^ u ^ ^ ^ 7 W 


It ♦ * a ^ 1 

rga^foUttft?Lta<SAJBg&g-^^^ . 

oo to tho J5J f tell his story, and agree to, answer any questions, 
and until he~ did this the Anti-Defamation League could not be 
too active in his behalf • Forster wondered how to arrange this 
and I_told him to^have ^ar^eld call t^ e^gen^jn^^e^n 
Mew 

It is s jjgjgeste±the^^ 

the New York 0fficethat^hpuld~QggrfJ,^Dd^agm.eAn.h9^~§i l .9MXd^ e 
vigorously interviewed on all information we have 



ce? Jfr* £odd 

2fr. Belmont 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


May 9, 1952 


It has been, learned since the sub- 
mission of this memorandum, that 
Qarfield called SAC. Sche l dt, on the 


JMr. Tolaon 



Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Rosen 
Mr, Trac y 
Mr. Laughlin. 
Mr. Jones 
Mr. Mobr 


§H^JlQQ.n^of, M ay,..8 at which time 
an appoint m, ejrit^W-as made for 
Garfield to come to the JNew York 
Q#j- C . e atll: 0J3 AM on Saturday*™”* 
morning,. May 10th. 


Attachment 

FCH 


Tele. Roo m 
Mr. Holloman. 
Miss Holmes 
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FROM : A* H, BE. 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT, 


date: May 8 , 1952 


JOHN GARFIELD, was ,, 
SECURITY MATTER - C, 3 
PERJURY 


At !Jj45 am, on Mayd 1 952 . K SAC^SjD.hejdt,, of 
New York , c aTleT’^tT^a^vT^^T^ ^^ John Garfield had.._Q.al.le <i 
t he New Y orlC 0‘fTrc e "wKTl e Scheldt was at Intelligence 
Conference an% requested an gpp ointm.exk t with Scheidt , 

personally , Ga rfiefd ^wTTl call back at 2 «*00 pto » Mr, 

Scheidt qd vi$ed : that He is "cFiTnf^toma ke the^ anjoutntmen t 
wPUfT GarTi e ItLLfro find out what he wants , 


vn th u-arjieia for ^JML ,pm^oo jxna out wnav ne wanws, 

I called Mjr, Scheid t 1 s attention to Bu reau 
letter of May jL. 195#,, 3 furnishing 

to NewiorFalettef dated April 23, 1952, fjjom^the^ 

Anti- Defamation Leagu^jpf the Bjnai Brvth , New York City , 

and photostats of an article preparedTby John Garfield, 

attempting to explain his connectio n with front s orgaji^a^ 
gQBgEg^ ^ was 

furnished to New York for assi stance in the current 
investi gation of Garfield for possible perjury , 

I also ,.qd»j_sej 3J/x ; *^^ s . 

of the Anti-JOefamation League , who had been interviewed 
by. .-New., .York Agents in this matter 3 JmiL.calleAMj' • El ? , 

1 yesterday a 
t he 

g nle an^b.r-e.a.^t ^oJ~ejv,ejz.u t hi.ua , fee should go to ..the.. FBI , 
tell his story and agree to answer any questions. As a 
result . of this conversation, Mr, Forster was going to 
'have Garfield call the Agent in charge at New York to 
arrange an appointment « 

I told Mr, Scheidt if Garfield comes in and 
I wants to tell his story, tha^jG^rfieJ^ 

I QDd vi 9 . 9 JlOMJLLyM'JYfe J!!VjJLV ) §<L,]iy~J!^ r 

I with thj c § x j!iQM§&^A- J/-Mj L3^ 

1 0 '' nl 7 

• 1 y _ . j . j. * r» v 
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"s call 

icrwWSGSEJW 
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TO 


4? FROM 
SUBJECT: 


Director, FBI (100-335707) 

SAC, New' York (100-69074) 

0 

JOHN GARFIELD, was* 
SECURITY. MATTER - C 
PERJURY 



DATE: May 14* 1952 
15- #3} 


ION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS 'JNCjlSS! 




JOHN GARFIELD was interviewed in this office on 
May 10, 1952, from 11:00' a*m. until 2:00 p*m. The interview 
was initiated by a call made by GARFIELD to this office on 
May 8, 1952, at which time he indicated that he desired to see 
the Agent in charge* Permission was requested and received 
from the Bureau to interview GARFIELD at this office in the 
event he so desired* GARFIELD, in accordance with an appoint- 
ment made on May. 8th, appeared at this jffice on May 10th, 
accompanied by an attorney, SIDNEY^pAVIS, • of the law firm of 
Philipp, Nizer, Benjamin, and Krim, 1501 Broadway, New York City* 

It is to be noted that DAVIS is a former law clerk 
of Circuit Court Judge JEROME FRANK, Second Federal Circuit, 
and also a former law clerk of Supreme Court Justice HUGO BLACK* 
In addition, he was employed as an attorney in the Antitrust 
Division of the Department of Justice for several years* 

At the very commencement of the interview, GARFIELD 
was asked the purpose for which he came to this office and he 
advised that he had desired to visit this office and discuss 
his case with the Bureau -from its very inception, but he had 
felt, as had his attorneys, that such a visit might be construed 
as an attempt on his part to influence the investigation. 
Accordingly, he waited until several days ago when the idea 
again occurred to him, and at this time his attorneys agreed with 
him, and accordingly a call was made requesting an appointment* 

: As the Bureau is aware, GARFIELD'S visit to this 
office was initiated by ARN0ID FORSTER of the Anti-Defamation 
League i with whom GARFIELD has been in touch for several months 
in an effort to gain their assistance in clearing his name of 
pro— Communist allegations* It is known that ARNOLD FORSTER, 
following a conversation with an official of this Bureau on 
May 7, 1952, intended to tell GARFIELD that he had come to the 
conclusion that if GARFIEID really wanted^to make a clean breast 
of everything he should go to the FBI.,-^tell his story, and agree 
tf answer any questions* 

,JttC0RDED-12 . i; 

INDEXED-12 , 

cc: Los Angeles (100-22503) 

" Washington Field ( 100-24153 )tfl 
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GARFIELD was asked if he could furnish all of his ^ 

New York addresses since, .the time of his school days, and after 
some consideration he • furnished the following addresses for the . . v 
approximate .periods indicated: . *.» • 

1* /Late 1920* s and early 1930* st 2312 Prospect; Avenue, 

*> Bronx, Nfew'York. -GARFIELD stated that this was the home 
- of his - father at the tiijie he. attended school at P.S, 45 
in the Bronx, V\ •• : /,./ 

' 2* From approximately 1931 : or 1932 until about 1934? An address , ; 
further south in the Bronx from the aforementioned,, probably •- . 
in the vicinity of Southern, Boulevard and TremdntAvenue . . . ; 

‘GARF IE LD explained with reference- to this address, that his / , 

. ! father had moved there during a periodaboutthe time that 

. - he left school and during which time he .ran away from home 

./ several times’ and did -not residev regularly at home*; . • ry 

3* About 1934: In the vicinity of 29th Street and Madison 

\ Avenue, New York City, ’where, GARFIELD advised, he resided , - *• * 
in a furnished room over a store with the .late MARTIN SLOANE, % 
-.'-a puppeteer, who will be mentioned ,1 at ef . herein*. / ** ; 

ky -About 1933 : On ' ?2nd Street just off. Riverside Drive. GARFIELD 

explained that he and his, wife occupied; a furnished room in - 
this vicinity for a period; of seven or, eight months after / . 

; , they became legally married- in 1935* ".' •• : • •: - ■ : 

5, ;v About 1936: An apartment at an unrecalled address/ in' , « - 

Greenwich. Vill&g©* which G-ARPXEIiD . st&i^ecl he;- shared 

■ • “act or $ WAITER CGY. - v 'V. 

6:. During 1936 and 1937: On 23rd Street between 7th and, 8th. 

- - ' Avenues at an unrecalled address* GARFIELD stated that he 

*V - and his: wife occupied a small apartment, in a browns tone 
.. - house in this vicinity and recalled specifically that it , 

was in the same block as that of MARTIN SLOANE at the time 
,./ of the 'latter* s suicide*; /. ' ... •• 

. f a .. Summer of 1937 : ‘ . Mt* Airy - Road , Gr o t on-on-Huds on, - New York* ■ / ; 
GARFIELD ’stated that during' this summer, while appearing , - 

■ / . in the play "Having a Wonderful 'Timef, he and his wife . . ;.■/ 

• leased a home at Croton while he commuted to the theater* 


I 


^ , Better; tp Director ? * , '/ „ 

V My.400-6907^ V.- •• \ V 

8* ' Fall of 1937 until summer; of 1933: -12$' op- 13^ Waver ly ::: •-/ 

Place (between Washington Square West and 6 th Aventxe, New . 

> -York City) ® GARFIELD stated, be resided at this address 

until he took up residence in Hollywood in 1938* where he 
; ’■ • remained until his return to New York in 1947* f . , , - 

' -- - 9® •: 1947: < v 8 ' East 10th Street, New .York City® ’* GARFIELD advised / 

: : x that fie -and his wife occupied . a- furnished apartment at this 
'^address for , a .period of . about , si x months in 1947® ‘ = ,7 7 ' : • 

: 10® I .948 to date: 88 Central J Park West, where GARFIELD now;.. 

; resides with his wife' and children*. .... v •' . ‘ 

: ‘ 5 - *" : . Concerning' his background, GARFIELD stated that 

■ while in high school and before completion thereof, with the - 

‘ :* ;* assistance of the late ANGELO PATRI, a. well-known educator, . 

• . r . child psychologist^, and. .principal of P*S® 45 in the Bronx, /.v : ; 

..New York, he secured a scholarship to the Actors Laboratory 
v Theater, which was operated by two White- Russians who are now 7 
dead,. MARIA OUSPENSKAYA and RICHARD BOLESLAVSKY® He stated^ ' 

" that one of the' instructors at the school was JOHN MASON BROWN® 

•• . £ He Stated that prior to the' completion of .pis - 

\ scholarship term, this school' was disbanded and he became an 
r ... apprentice in the. Civic Repertoire Theater of EVA LA GALLIENNE* ; 
He stated- that, following his association with this group, he .7. 
appeared briefly in a play; entitled ^Losb Boy^; in r 1932 ^ , in ; : 

■ the same year and for part of the following year appeared in 

a play entitled ’’Counselor at. Law 11 with PAUL MUNI. \ Thereafter,.; 

•V - he appeared in a play entitled, ’’Peace On Earth”, produced by 
: • the Theater.: Union, following which he applied to the Group .. .. 

; • Theater as an apprentice, but., was turned down® . , ; 't „• 

’ • in the summer of. 1934* . he? was employed; as a . ; ; 

‘ . counselor '.teaching drama at Twin Lakes Camp near. Lake Bombaseen, 

7 : - Vermont , and in August of that year received notification, from 
- . a the dfoup Theater that he had been accepted as an apprentice® 

He; joined the Group Theater in that capacity at Ellenville, . 

New York,', where the Group Theater maintained a house ^ 

in which its members dwelt and; rehearsed® - He stated, that he 
' continued with the Group Theater Until 1938 when, failing to 
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, obtain the major role in a play which CLIFFORD ODETS, the play- 

wright,had assured himhe had written specifically for GARFIELD*?' 

}\ he vleft the Group Theater and went to Hollywood. . ‘ : - \ i. 

V, ’■ '? - GARFIELD was- questioned: as .to whether or not he had : ' 

•V iin his possession cancelled, checks for any considerable period *. 
v . them available to this office. 

/ GARFIELD stated that he believed that he had all of hi s cancelled , 

, checks back to and: including I9h7* . He was asked whether , or not • ^ 

. he would have checks which had been! issued in 19hh> and he; 

; ; : ' stated there was a possibility,, . although he was not certain* V ‘ 

■ /- .. v He xas requested to endeavor to locate check .#19 issued on - ' 

•i , v . . June 11/1945, in^the amount of; $l00, by his wife, and drawn / .;/ * 

. 5 : on the BAnk of .America, National Trust and Savings Association, . 

■ Sunset Clark Branch.- •GARFIELD stated he-would endeavor 
, . - locate this check but advised' that although this was a tiroatee;V^,;y. ; ; ' v 
; account maintained jointly by him and his. wife i it was ' 

. ' .-'.v.''.'- account used, exclusively; by his wif e , over , which he exercised 

no control and had no occasion to review the cancelled checks / ; . ’ 

'■ .thereof ♦ '/ “• ...v' 

• ' l. V-.'; ' • '•'; < -.G^PiEia>?-was, questioned .as 'to whether he had maide -• 

■ any .contribution to n New Masses’^ magazine dufing this period . , 

in 1945/ and reiterated his statement which, he had previously \ 

• . made before the HCUA that [he had never 'knowingly made any ;[ 

contribution to ‘’New Masses' 1 , although he recalled having "”* / 

purchased the magazine on occasions to read articles, appearing 
• " .. therein® . -He was questioned and denied any’ knowledge of or 

♦ . acquaintance with DORETTA TARMON or any ■conversation with her : v. • • . 

. . • --'Sy in which he or his, wife might have indicated tb TARMON that 
» : - they' would urge CLIFFORD ODETS to contrlbute tb "New Masses’* a - 

; -• V because of GARFIELD *-s, residence. In 'the suramer^of : \l’- •/; 

: ; , 1937 , at; Crotoh-oh-Hudspn,- he was. questioned as to whether, he’:. // 

' was acquainfed with JOE NORTH or. ELIZABETH MOOS," and denied 
that he knew these .people''. . 


. ' OARFIEED was questioned coneerning his knowledge 

•1 of and association x^ith the Bronx Free Fellowship, and advised 
■ •" . that invl$27 he was keeping company with ’a girl by the name of 

VIOIi^OBERLE and that she had interested him in this organ! za- 
, , tion^nd he had attended several meetings thereof'*' V He stated. 

V ' that the Bronx FrCe Fellowship was a Socialist group run by . . 
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one HARRY WARD, an ant i-Gomraunis t ; that the group held meetings 
in a Protestant church in the Bronx and had principally Protestant 

ministers as speakers before- this group, He stated that he 

visited the Bronx Free Fellowship infrequently and that during 

• this period he had no political interests whatsoever., GARFIELD 
c emphatically denied any Knowledge of a Communist or YCL group 

within the Bronx Free Fellowship pr endeavoring to take over? ... 
this organization* ' ' • .J" V *• 

' ■ GARF IE LD was questioned concerning MARTIN.SLQANE,- .... . 

• with whom, he had previously advised , he resided, and he stated 
that he first met SLOANE'. thropgh VICTOR. WpL|50Nj». a writer.; and 
assistant stage mshager of the play ’Icounselor .at LSw * He 
stated that SLOAME urged hi*, to go. to .college and to give up v . . 

•acting,' He stated'- that. SLOAHE was a highly, emotional, end ; • - { 

' rather neurotic individual with considerable marital difficiilties,;, 
and he subsequently was committed to an insane asylum, and , 
after his release therefrom committed suicide. He was questioned 
as to whether he had any knowledge that SLOANE had, been a member 
of the Communist Party and stated that he had no such knowledge j.- ; 
■but that he recalled on one occasion, while visiting SLOANE in 
an upstate insane asylT^t^ ^LOABE had made - odd remarks to the . 
effect that ,he wps^b^lng followed,.;;-, ; . 

■yfi'S TP GARFJEID"' stated that, he was acquainted with PAUL x ’ 
MANN, the actor, had np knowledge that MANN was ever a member 
of the Communist Party or an organizer for the YCL,' and denied 
that MANN had ever attempted to recruit him for either of the ! 

aforementioned^wd^organizationsi ... * • ' ' 

,„4tGAREIEH> "Was’ then, questioned concerning his wife, • * r 
ROBERTA,/and he ^ei€eratod hie " denial .of any knowledge rthat she., 
fiadTever been a, member’ of the Communist Party, He, was questioned 
as ’ to whether he was/ aWare of an* art! cl e which appeared in the 
"Los Angeles Daily News” of June-’?, "1951 which indicated, that . ' . 
there was a human interest, story of card holder -25192 in 1943 
.-'and. book *981? in .1910)., issued by Brand* 8 ,of ^Horttaeat .. .. ■; 
Section of the Communist Party of Los Angeles, GARFIELD stated . .. 

that he was unaware of the .appearance of this article and stated 
that he had no Indication that it ref erred .to his wife,; •• - , 

He was questioned as to whether he was acquainted '-/T 
with one ELIZABETH IEACH and he denied any knowledge of or - 
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acquaintance with her# He was'; asked if he c ould give any , " f ' \ 
explanation. as^ to why she might have visited his home at 1712 
North Stanley* Hollywood,- California on August 31# 1944V ai *d 
•• he advised -that he had no explanation for this visit* He - 

; . further explained that he was probably not at home at this « 
time j that he may have beeh oyerseas entertaining the; armed 
, ‘ f 6 rce s , or even if he were at home ' in Hollywood, it. was his -v;: ,y r 
practice to leave, home at abbut e 1 e ven in the morning -When he: f ; .! • 

; was not maMng a picture and ; spend most of the day at the \; a . . 

BevCrly Hills' Tennis. CljjbV ' -V'”'* >?••.*< ' •. ■ •••■ ' /■ ■ -V'-' 

'Mi? : ^>^ AJ>.-GAR^IEnjHjaS : theh^'qhgsti'oaed as to whether he. '-was 
•'^acquainted : with/LE.O/ : and BESS^IDSTEIN-* ^ At this point, GARFIELD 
./flushed, visibly and then- blanched and stated that he first met y. 

• the '‘GOiDS^INS'jthrbt^h- his " wif e oh his return from Hollywood. H ; 
.in late 1938 on early 1939* after having made his first picture 9: 
He stated that he : saw them possibly three to five times and> -y 
may possibly have visited their home, which he/roughly recalled ; 

: ' as being somewhere oh the Grand Concourse in: the Brotncv- - H® ; 

V stated that he seemed to recall having taken a day-long auto- 
j; mobile trip with them .somewhere in the country* He stated that 
he .could hot; recall that" they had 'a maid at. that' time 1 and did - 
?: not believe that he and his wife, had a -full-time maidy-although 
they may have employed ah occasional maid for work on a daily . 

..' basis* -V - y : ; ’*•*-/ ’V W V'VV'y rf» ■ 


* i ■ / GAREIEIB' denied 'that he had any knowledge that : - * 

- iT.Tr. n and BESS. GOLDSTEIN were . Communists, and denied, that* he y 
• had ever; attWded any Cdtonnist Bar ty .meetings' at their home 

or that he had 3 oined the.' Communist Party at their behest* He V 
.stated that; he,’ had no .knowledge of/ any correspondence between; ; ;; ; ; 
his wife and the GOLDSTEINS following his return tO HolIywood ., ,7 
for' permanent residence; ihVl9^* f yiv; ’VVvV./ ‘'V *' yr/y 

. ” • , 5 ’. (IARpiE%.*§^uestiphea:' -as:- to; whether.- he was ‘ >.!•' . 

acquainted with MA.30\SdEINBERG, (former New/York, District. Secretary •» 
of the Communist Firty ),; and . GARFIELD st ated he could recall no 

' /indiyi.dusd.thy/’ h^©V ; . " _< t <: o'V./4) v/ - " . n ‘ yU/V , " ’■ y 

•; ? • , ' ^^jGARPIELD was que stloned concerning his. acquaint ance ; ; 

- with HANS^ISLER, and stated that . this ^ was a casual social /'V ' 
relationship, begun in Hollywood, where EISLER wasva friend, of ;- 

.. CLIFFORD ODETS*. He. stated he met. EISLER at several c ockt ail r 


k *. 'J, *' . * 
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parties and denied that he gave the latter any financial . 

assistance* He stated that EISEER was fairly well established 
in Hollywood motion pictured circles when he met him* having 
written the rausic for several Hollywood productions* He 
'/stated that ’.he visited E/ISLERts home, on one occasion, which; ( 

was a beach house at; Malibu, California, and he believes that 
on this occasion'he accompanied, ARNOLD SCHOENBERG' to a beach 
party at EISEER* s home e He- stated, that he never* knew .HANS:./ '. • 
EISLER to be a Communist Party member and that, to the contrary, 
had- heard the latter ridicule the Communists pn occasions* -r • 

-GAREIEhij- stated* that he was - not acquainted with: a ■ : 
'/Mrs FINLEY feETER /DUNNE, was certain he .had not attended any . ' ;. • - 
■ meeting at /her home, and Ihat.’he /was never a member of the.-. * 

• Hollywood Leagued for, Democratic -Action* * > ' «-’v * -.vrh.V’- V*- cV V 

. GARFIEID was questioned as'-to- whether he had/;: v '. V . 
-attended a meeting on April 3 , - 1941 at .the Hollywood Roosevelt 
Hotel, under the auspices of the Hollywood chapter of the ... 
^League of American Writers, aiad advised that he did, n°t attend 
auch a meeting and believed v -.that at that time he was - probably - . v 
overseas entertaining troops, possibly; in; the Caribbean Theater* 
Concerning * this trip tO the' /Caribbean, GARPIEED. stated;, that, he 
does not recall being involved in any discussions' or arguments . v. 
during this trip with representatives of the. Army,; although he . 
recalled that LAUREL and HARDY, the comedians , : who were also 
part of the group, had a heated discussion with a General/";-.- '* 

^ ANDREWS ‘over the .accommodations/ which' they were afforded on, ' : ; 

VOner/o.f the islands* 

’ ; ; ’ . GARFIELD denied that he . was ever associated in any 

way with, the International Workers. Order*;;:; * V - : -., 'u? *. V ;Y - ; 

, - “ GARPIEID was questioned concerning his assbciatipn 

with and activity- on -behalf of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugees \- 
Comniittee, the. National Council of American-Soviet Friendship,.- v 
and the National Council of. Arts,: Sciences and Professions, 
and gave the following account of this activity: : 

. • -I' He stated that he was never a member of; the JAFRC, ;; 

although he spoke on their behalf on several .occasions, and. may 
have contributed to this organization in the form, of purchase of 
dinner or theater , tickets* . -. r.„ : • *«* « 
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‘ .■ Concerning the; NCASF, he stated that he may possibly - 

have spoken on. behalf of this, organization on one or two occasions 
’during the period from I 9 I 4.2 to 194-4- and specifically may have 
appeared at a rally sponsored by this organization at Los Angeles® '■ 

. J Concerning the NCASP., he stated that he had: contributed 

money to this organization during the period when . HENRY WALLACE \\ : * ; 
wasassociatedwith’i.tand prior to the time that WALLACE had 
declared himself as, a Presidential candidate* He stated that 
he recalled having met Processor HARL0W SHAPELY of Harvard' - , .* " 
University at a function of .this organization in Hew York City, ■ 
but. was quite certain that he had, not met the latter at Boston, * r 
Massachusetts® 'He stated that his only, recollection of having 
^ visited Boston was for the opening of his picture "Body and -V.;' 
Soul" , " at which time he also spoke ..at a Red Feather s,rally , - ‘ 

a C orrmiunlty 'Chest or gandzation in Boston;®; y,-. vi* ; V%'- V -'V- rv v*\;£ 

* '• ; s , ’ GARFIELD was then' questioned concerning his presence 
in Washington, D «; C® in March and April 194-°®, and advised that 
since his testimony before the HCTTA he has recalled that he \ 
'-appeared’ in Washington. with the play "Heavenly Express" at :J.. 4 . ... .. .. • 
■the national; Theater® He, reiterated the denial previously ; ;* v ' 
made before : the HCHA that he had attended a . meeting 'of v the 7 V 
National Negro Congress® The photograph -taken ' of . : 
and Others at the - Phyllis Wheatley YWCA was then exhibited ' , 1':-, 

to GARFIELD^rand he stated that he, had no recollection of ‘J" : ; ' - 
this photograph having . been taken and inquired, as to whether * , 
it was he -who appeared- in the front center section of this 
photograph® He- was assured .that it was and he reiterated his 
, denial of - any recollection of , this photograph having been / .. L,; 

.’•taken® He statedthat he was unableto' recall any of ' the 
individuals appearing in this . photograph with him®;- '•*- ' -• - ’ v ’ » 

V : ; .GARFIELD was then questioned coheerhlng- the r Group 

- Theater camp at Ellenville, • New York, in the summer of 1934-i V/'- 
He stated that he' had no knowledge of any Communist /Party.';.* ; 
■.activity having taken place at this camp, and when questioned 
As to any labor difficulties which existed there® he stated;: - 1 ;* 
there was continuous trouble throughout the - time of- the eamp*s 
existence with the domestic help and that he was not concerned v - 
with these; troubles because ;he was there "on; the cuff"®- He. ' ' 


> - * 
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\ stated that his wife was not a regular guest at the camp but , \ ; 

.visited there occasionally und that they were not "officially /• 

- ’ aiarried tt at that time*, 'H©/ was questioned t as,to his knowledge 

. of a Communist Party group Within the Group Theater which has .**•. 

‘V l . ; ’b'een named by ELIA M.ZAW^; and: denied knowledge of the ; existence;. •• - 
.of such a Communist Party group,; and fiarther . denied that any 
... ■ : of the individuals named had ever attempted to recruit: him :.//•; y// 

.-on 'behalf; o if ‘*t3br^ . ‘‘ : pcSfiinra»± v S;t;. ' '** /'/•-. ,. v , • i : .-i hi— / i •. -*'/ 'o'. 

. v. " • . . He was questioned as to whether he had been' involved /- 

'.''-'in- -ail' incident in Ellenville regirding a bottle 4 of whiskey and . ‘ 

y iV 5 ’whether he had .made; the statement,’ ' hThia is a Cpimflunist group 
. y and' everything here 5 belongs; to. everyone,’^ and he stated that 
; > ' : he: does not recall having made, the .statement and .that he wouOd 

? > : not have made such a statement because he had no such knowledge*; • ; 

: ' -v -He stated further that it was extremely unlikely that he, would. ' • / 

1 '* be involved in any incident involving a bottle . of, whiskey at"'.:/ -. ; 

. - that time because he did. not drink much then and did, not , r 1.* 

. '? commence to drink whiskey. until he wont to Hollywood* , . - •. 

‘ GAREIEED was dwestioned^ ■’concerr^ng“^3£Ain)U - 

.*'• ,.\ : < with which he was allegedly interested* He stated that this 

‘ " corporation was organized by BOB ' ROBERTS , ; together , with ’DAETQN /yy :.’V .. 

* ", :V TRUMBO, RICHARD' COLLINS, HUGO. BUTLER, and RING LAHDNER, JR* / • .* 

r He . stated that he Was told by ROBERTS , that CARY GRANT; JOHN y 

HUSTON, and GARFIELD were being invited to join the company >. . 

, ' which would produce ” socially significant” films© He stated . y 

1 - . he invested approximately #1,000 in this company and attended 
. , V;.. .. two “or three meetings, but that to his knowledge GRANT or • :* .. ; 

... . / HUSTON'never did become financially or otherwise interested* v 
*\1‘ He stated that at the meetings, various possible.stojcies and , 

’ productions were ;discussed ;but there was.YUeybr- any indication^/ 

: of Communist Party activity, and that .the. company never went , t Z’- ' 

: ; into production and eventually failed, with a consequential - .?* \ = 

. ;•••_ • • ;f inanciai; loss to him, : >* ’’7 " , r '• 

v . Zi'J.J- ' Gjfe^iEli)' was questioned as. to several/of his . ' '■ 

/• - . ' alleged friends and acquaintancQs who have been reported to 

have been Communist , Party members, .and with reference to all ■ 

of these he : advised that he' had no knowledge' that .any of them - •'/ 

, were members of the Communist Party, although he has since / - 

' - learned through newspapers and other public- communications that / 
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• some are apparently members* No effort was made to question 
GARFIELD specifically on all of his acquaintances because of . - 

W his general -statement, which was reiterated in this interview, 
that he never knew any individual tobeamember of the Communist 
Party o'-.The perspns concerningwhom GARFIELD was specifically 
, questioned and the comments which he made, concerning them are, : *• . 

Set .forth hereafter '• * ’V/'/ ‘V’ -y . xY/: ■ 

; , MORTON GBAl'JT --'; GARFIELD state dthat he had np ,.. 

, . recollection of ever having met this individual; , . ; r y:** : "5’ : - 4 

:‘£’ --.GARPiEED identified this individuals 

as a painter whom he had met socially but never knew to be .a ;'/' 
Communist Party member* . ' ' v " ^ v V'''-- ; ; >' •• 

; - , - . ' *' • yoHN/HOWARR^^SON - GARFIELD -statedi tiiatfhe had:'^,^\ : - vh 

''•met this individual and'Vas specifically questioned as to the V : v.;i * 
nature of his relationship with LAWSON, since there had; been' - ‘ V 

;• allegations that LAWSON was, GARPIEED 1 s Hollywood Communist - 
Party contact,., .-but GARPIEED insisted that, the only occasions ’ " 
">i^iT^*ea^^NSON' : were ‘social ;40&.d that he had no knowledge ; . . ' V- - 

’that vthe latter was; a member , o f t he Communist Party*. ; v / . ; 

' " ' ' PAtJL iARRiC0*V- GARPIEED stated that he had met • ' v 

. JARRICO socially *, and had' rid knowledge that .he had been ,a ll v ' 

. Communist Party member* .. : • -V • ‘ • ' ’i '• . 

'i -'fi' ‘ V i > Er* ,EE0 BIEGEEMAN ~ GARPIEED stated - he had no v . .: > 

fc* recollect ion of ever having ; met'this individual*;' • . ; 

' . ' ‘ ■: . - .DOROTHY TREE * GARPIEED '.stated ‘ that>h^ . '{■ ■ -J-. 

TREE as an actres's who was on the.board-of Screen Actors Guild 
[ and had'no other, knowledge of, her* ;/ ,V ■ / '? *' 

f ", . . , LESTER 'PULLER -. GARPIEED stated that: he knew ^PULLER VT 
casually through’ the Beverly Hills Tennis ClubV- but , never knew ; 

’* kim to be a .Communist party' member® v ; 

‘ - v '*‘ / ?J R ^ • ' /. ^ ' '* rJ '-.y " ' ** -. ,4 ' 

, v . mDEEINE, RUTHHAVEN (reported to have been Organizational 
Secretary of the; Hollywood Communist Party at' the time GARPIEED . 

• came from New York City) - GARPIEED stated that he did not know y . 

■-this individual*;. • . ,• ' • * v-.'-O ; ; 
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: ■ '* ■/.' . BOB REED , also known as BOB CAILLE > GARFIEID stated- 

: < i' that he recalled REED as an actor, active in the Equity Association 

hut never knew him to be a Communist Party member* ' ' . . 

•’ ; ^ •, f j#: JEROME GARFIELD stated- that he had no 

•kn owledge of -this individual and had never met him* 1 : ; l- ' . 

JOHN (SHORT IE) STEUBEN -'GARFIELD, “stated he did V-/; ; : : 

•" . . ; not know: and had never met- this. Individual# ^ ;Ly: 

*; -?>. - ;• in expl ahation ,of ;his "statement before the^HGUA . v 

.V and to the -interviewing agents that ,he : never knew an individual 
■ - • t 0 be a member of the Communist Party, . GARFIELD, Stated; that; he 

•- V, . . originally made this statement before , th’e HCUA because while . .-/«>• ‘ _ .| 

„ lie might have had suspicions that persons were members « o f the . - i r ; ' . 

•’ . /' Doimttunist Party., he-did not -wish to testify concerning sus-. 

. : picionS and felt that he would be' only justified in naming a 

: *■;: . -- ' person as a member of the Communist Party if tie had Seen the - . • 

t : ' T ^ latter *s pgh’ty card or pfher positive indicat ion of Communist y '• 

'> V Party -membership* y_ s V;. ’• : 

\ ■ *.*: ' h^ 1 frTaT.T> ~'was' .again. , -quest'ioned: : cpncerniug, =1h.e Group ■- wi 

- V Theater Communist Party -unit, with particular reference to TED . 

•' . • WELLMAN j also known as SID' BENSON# .. GARFlELp stated that he - \\* ; . 

'• .recalled WELLMAN, as. an individual, who frequented the Group;.-; 

. Theatef arid also, as an . individual whom he met' casually in - v,'./*-* - 

Hollywood iti later year s^ where 'WELLMAN was a radio and screen \ . ' ■ 

; writer# GARFIELD reiterated that .WELLMAN^ had never indicated, 
that he Was a member of .the, ' Communist Party and- that he had,-: - 
ho . knowledge of such memberships J ,<S" : 

. . ' GARFIELD was questioned discreetly : Concerning the - 

• ; allegations which have,- been' made . by. JEAN -CARMEN BILLOW*. He /■".. / , 

was questioned and denied that he ever had a key to apartment - 
>- of --‘CLIFFORD ODETS in, Greenwich- Village, and stated that ODETS . 

was hot the type who would make his apartment available to - ; ; . 

anyone* He- was asked whether he recalled ever haying- brought : 

■ an Individual to this apartment and having offered Communist - - 

. : . party literature to this; individual# GARFIELD denied this and ... - • 

- -at this point commented that undoubtedly the agents were- . , 

*/• referring to the Wampas Baby star who was reported to have v . 

’ - testified against him# - Re stated he could not have been V 
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associated Kith any Wampas 'Baby star because the last of the 
Wampas Baby stars had been designated long before his arrival 

, ... ih : Hollywood® .. • « --V .. •» . - ..... • 

- .*■ v ' U . '■ GARFIELD thereafter continued by stating that he 
had. tried without success . to recall any association which he' 

- ' might have had with a JEAN CARMEN* - It -is to be noted., that- to 

the knowledge of this office j Miss. CARMEN'S testimony has net 
been publicly released hy the r HCUA and the source 6 f GARFIELD*s - ' > , 

information as to her identity, remains unknown* He thereafter 
, . " commented that he could recall ‘ the names of every woman with 

V whom he had slept from Los‘ Angeles to New York’, but the name 

.f v JEAN FARMER . was completely, unfamiliar to ’him* ... '.V >/ •••'!' . - " 

“ . V He was questioned as to -whether- he had ever visited . . . - 

V the apartment of ERNIE BYFIELD in Chicago-;, and stated- that 
while he was a close; friend of BYFIELD and had visited the * 
latter on every occasion when he passed through Chicago,, he 

. : hadnever visited BYFIELD * s^ apartment, but rather had seen the 

latter at the. Rump Room which the .late BYFIEED managed at the - 
. : Ambassador East Hotel-* He stated that he recalled having . 

' - .t. participated in the ”.I Am An American Day” celebration in ; ‘ ” 

- \ Chicago in May 1943, but .had' ho recollection of having 

attended the opening of: the play ."Three Sisters” or having. v*_.\ ' £;• •'? 
: - 'thereafter attended a' supper party at the apartment of ERNIE. - 

•' , BYFIEED* '• ’• ‘ - . ' ■/- V. - '! ••'v: :V • ' /.. : V - - 


:;it ,1s noted that; while GARFIELD, has no recollection 


of "this party and specifically denies having attended it, ? 
PAULETTE GODDARD, BURGESS MEREDITH, and. JEAN CARMEN have- a 
distinct recollection of -it,, having occurred ; at BYFIELD * s. 
apartment*.,. {.f'V '■ : : v\. - ’/,,-■■■ i' : - 



' - " >* GARFIELD was questioned and .recalled having been : . 

v on location at Monterey, California during; the making of. the . : 

: picture "Daughters Courageous” , but Was unable to recalls 
whether or not he stayed at the Belmonte Hotel, and stated he 
has no recollection of having been ill during this, .period/; ;•/, - 
He was questioned concerning' having attended, a Spanish night,'-,;- 
-> club' in New York, with JACK GOLDSTEIN, and stated he was unable;. ,. 
•>tb recall this individual® '■ •_ 
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/• GARFIELD was again questioned' at this point concerning 

' ; any possible knowledge which He might have concerning his wife * s - v ‘ 

- membership in the, Communist’ Party, with particular reference to 
•//'♦ LEO and, BESS GOLDSTEIN,' GARFIELD began to explain that’ from > : 

the very beginning of their marriage , he and his wife had had 
/■'.'■/ / vast political differences,. He stated that she wais , extremely ; • .. 

to the left while he: would classify his own p^mcal; fe^inghv C V 
as liberal. He 'stated 'that following the Hi tier ^Stalin pact 'V?; 

>. iii 1939,, their differences became even more marked, and have/ ; 

'V \ resulted in frequent and violent arguments between them* He ';/-//:/ ■-/ :•/ 
; . -commented .that it was his feeling that she was ’’probably the, ■ >■/// : 

/'/. •-/ cause of. all of my troubles”,. He' then digressed into an un- .. 

' V ‘ related discussion of the. death of his young* daughter in 1947* -* ; : 

^ ' following which he again began t.O ‘ speak of his ' wife,* s.; left wing •-.* 

• ; . /; -/ activities, and* thereafter broke down. crying, stating "She has ■ . •/-. 

. . ruined' me, I -am finished”. -■/>', /--• •_ ju '■ .’•/' ;; 

s ^ - 'L * * , - * v , * - ‘ , * " • * ' ^ x 1 * * ** - * * *> 0 ljr * 

:/ He explained/thereafter that he f eels^ that he is , • /. 

no longer acceptable in motion pictures, radio or television, . . 

V' -:./ 4 an d has been unable to secure contracts therein, and that the 

only field left for him is the legitimate theater and the ~ / 

' , 4 opportunities there are limited insofar as he is concerned. . // - v -/ 

• . It is to be noted that at ; the outset of this interview, . GARFIELD > 

had indicated that one of the reasons for his -coming to this 
office for an interview was ’ because he was unable obtain,’ /://. ' ' 

' * employment in the theater. / • *. - , - -./ '- / . .” //.; / 

.. , * . ’ . GARFIELD then -inquired as' to whether, he. was free to ' 

• go abroad if necessary to obtain employment, and was told that 
' ' -'he was free to travel anywhere 5 that this was merely an inves-.; 

'/ .. . - ti gat ion being conducted to determine the truth of statements / : :/ 

; '’. r . ' ./which he had made under' oath, and that no legal action had been/, ./•/' , 

/ //.- taken whieh would have' the effect of detaining him in'. thq ; ;• 

-•/ ^ TJhlted States. ’ '♦ '.// " -•*' . •-/•/,' •'* ' 

V, ; *•' : - ’ 5 GARFIELD* in .departing, indicated ."that, he Intended 

- - ‘ to have a* very serious /talk with his wife and attempt- to clarify ■ 

some of the issues which had arisen in this interview.^ In this 

thought he was joined by his attorney, Mr.; DAYIS, /who 'Stated . 

■ * he would like to compel ROBERTA GARFIELD to appear at this : 

./ office and tell her complete story. DAVIS; continued that he '/// - . 
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had - , always had a personal dislike for ROBERTA GARFIELD and 
. confided, after having obtained permission from GARPIEID, that 
n . several weeks, stgo the latter approached him .and; requested, him v ;: 
to secure a divorce in his behalf* DAVIS stated that he and 
•>X his partner, LOUIS l^IZEE^, ' at' that time urged- .GARPIEED not to . 
obtain a divorce while the investigation was pending* DAVIS 
reiterated that. he intended t.o personally see Mrs# GARPIEID 
- ,and attempt to, obtain the . information frbm her which would 
■ resolve this matter, although he Indicated that he might be ' r ; j 
unsuccessful, since he. felt Mpsx GARPIEID *s political feelings 
‘ . were still to the far left# . ; 

'T ~V. ’ * -- Y. . .-Shb^interviewing agents advised GARFIELD and his. 

at to rney that any action they took with regard to Mrs # "GARPIELD 
• . ' .7 wab- a' matter ‘ of their own concern and that the. interviewing 

. agents were not urging such an action, but that if she did 

appear at this office, we would receive any information which 
she might .offer# .'ii-Z .% -• ' ' 


*, Every' 'effort will.be made to complete the investi- ..... ' 

‘ gation. in this matter and submit the. supplemental closing repeat# 
^■!^e : Bureau will bei promptly advisedr of any pertinent developments# 
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MEMO: 


Has JOHN GARFIELD 
— S» ~ <3 

perjury 


rEtfloUnA 

- ™ a&e "to a memo P re ?.f4-nA Day The 

Reference la mad article entitled, 4 „ January, 

dated *%oSe"» by HARRY GERSH a PP® a g g to telephone 

L on liid Widve reared to articl - rFRSH «S article was 

The interview re *® r ^ s^on Saturd^ , 9/29/51 
\ conducted by the ab ® v ®-^ n ^°L 3 toO PM. present durM^hi^ Mrs# 

^ th9 ab °y 9 ;”--^w^hrte*o£ f o’5 ^ara _ 

«5“ at tSelr dome ^Dante-toenue, 

Tuekaboe, Hew York. lnter viaw was friendly 

The se^reTe?? ^protestations, «*-«£ Contrary 
and cooperative* Ther GJ5t3HES to any question n and subterfuge 

objections raised by d tn the article, iudi gERSHES handle d 

to the impression eT) tive manner in ^hic a 3 traight- 

were not used. lr ev ident cooperation P®^ lop ln formation con- 

the Agents and qiasa tioning designed to garfibld% There was 

cern ing the Bronx^ ■»ed nor was embarrassment 

^t-enseness-noti-cua.nor „_ H 

of questions raised. a¥inn manifest®* by Mrs. 

As an dbdlcat^n^de ^/ sh e volunteere^the^ 

IfST- 

snag«3^Kara»*--» 

ofL-her sep ara .^ on , >T c^~ ' - “ ~ 


— 


& 
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MEMO 

NY 100-69074 

As an Indication of cooperation as manifested by 
Mr* GERSH at the time of the interview, again as set forth in 
referenced memo, he volunteered info concerning his interest 
in the Southern Tenant Farmers- Union- and their efforts to. have 
GARFIELD appear at one of their benefit perfomances in the 

period- 1937- * 1936. 

Mr* GERSH did not participate to any large degree in 
this interview because of his lack of info concerning the Bronx 
Free Fellowship and his lack of personal knowledge of JOHN 
GARFIELD. 

The comments of the Agents concerning the inaccuracies 
contained in referenced article are being set out by page, 
paragraph and line in detail. 


Pg. 38 - Para. 1 - Line 1 

Line 4 


Para. . 2 - Line 1 
Line 10 

Para. 3 - Line 1 


3he time of interview was 1:45 PM 
not 2:30 PM* 

GERSH was not weeding the garden but 
was in his home and answered the 

-doQi»— 1n-T»espn n a « tn A pent S ringing 

the bell* 

Black 1950 Sedan not blue* 

Agents did not look up and down the 
street except to exercise ordinary 
care to avoid passing automobile 
traffic* 

Lead .man - Walsh (DAVIS) was not 
the driver. 


Line 3 
Line 4 


Brown gabardine slacks not worn* 
Tan slipover not worn* 


b6 

blC 


Line 15T 
Line 16 
Line 1 7 



r did no b -wear go ld- chain j 

is not- long-facedo- 

does not wear glasses*’ 


% 
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Para* 5 


Pg. 39 - Para* 6 


Para* 7*6 


Pg* 40 - Parat 2 & 


Agents Identified themselves in 
the usual manner to Mr* GERSH 
by clearly mentioning the letters. 

F* B* X* with exhibition of creden- 
tials- byboth., There was no furtive- 
ness at the time nor waiT" steely ^ 

all - encompassing glances up and 
down the street" made* No effort 
was made to hurriedly enter the 
house* 

"Gawking" on GERSH *S part was not 
apparent nor could Agents discern 
any particular emotion manifested 
by GERSH at this time* 

Mr* and Mrs* GERSH *S young son 
entered the scene of interview* the 
living room* shortly following 

_ Age nts 1 arrival and stayed with his 

father* There wa s~no~colioquy— a s 

between Agents and the young son* 

It was noted* however* the son 
failed to leave the room at the 
request of his parents* 

Their son* "JOHNNY" is referred 
to later in the article on pg* lfl 
but it should be noted that the 
questions raised by the son and the 
parents 1 answers did not occur nor 
was their any admonition on Agents* 
part to Mr* GERSH to avoid his 
making a point of Agents* identity 
to his son* 

-GERSH— advlaad_A genta during the 

course, of interview he did not" know — 
his wife when she was a part of the 
Bronx Free Fellowship" sndr thus could- 
offer nothing concerning its 
- act 1-v-i-t i-e s- ln-19.3.0-19 32* 


% 


% 
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Para 0 3 - Second Colunn 


Pg. 41 - Para. 2 


Line 4 


Para.. 4 


"by Mr# Brown | ]•••*••«« 

strength or Instructions." 

GERSH. here is imputing a th ought 
or line of thought to AgentJ - 
when no question or comment was 

raised by- him* _ 

It is noted GERSH would be un&bl e 
to ascertain the meaning facial 


expre ss Ions possibly manifested by 
Agent I I inasmuch as he had 

never .seen him prior. It will be 
noted that at various points in the 
article it refers to what Walsh 
(DAVIS) might think "is nice", that 
a question was asked with "down- 
cast eyes." 

All this would seem to presune 
feeling on the part of Agents which 
did not in fact exist* 

-Wals h (DAVIS) di d not use the term 
"socialistic"^ The— word— socialist 
was used. 

It would appear to be an assumption 
on GERSH* S part that Agents were 
"a little out of their depth". 

It is evident that GERSH *S entire 
thesis is predicated upon Agents 
alleged use of the word socialistic. 

GERSH has no info as to Walsh* a 
(DAVIS) "records showed that we were 
socialists". 

There was nothing in Agents questions 
which would have led GERSH or any- 
one to have any info as to what 
might have existed in our records. 

This quote«or^he~piFe^ :: ^r == GEfR^=========== = 

with, particular respect to the 

repetition of the" wo rd“ names* is 

entirely incorrect and presumes 
iazib adgering,.-.lmpat len t method of 
^int^ervie>T T which-was~duite:~the 


reverse o3 




H m S00*69074 






Para* ft No effort was made to "catch her"* 

As earlier mentioned in this memo 
this interview was conducted in an 
entirely straightforward manner* 

Pg. ill - Para. 7 - Second Column This thumbnail biography of 

GARFIELD oh GERSH'S part presumes 
a knowledge and acquaintainship with 
GARFIELD which GERSH at the time 
of interview said he didn't have* 

In fact, GERSH stated he did not 
know GARFIELD except .as a public 
figure* 

Pg* 42 - Para* 3 Mrs* GERSH did not, contrary to this ' 

paragraph, raise a series of ques- 
tions as to the reason for FBI 
inquiry concerning the Bronx Free 
Fellowship and GARFIELD* 

Throughout the interview, at times 

she would raise questions of no 

~greatr-±mportanca^-J3U t__ which, of 
course, as the paragraph mentions 
were not at any time answered in 
such a manner to provide her with 
any Info* 

It should be noted that control 
of tills interview at no time left 
the hands of Agents* 

Pg* 41 “ Para* 7 "We cause more cakes to burn 

This quotation is Inaccurate but 
rather a comment was made that 
Agents were sorry If the cake was 
burned* 

J|i - Para. 1 - Second Column The period 1932-1934 is inaccurate. 

‘ — — 1 Mrs. GERSH advised her connection 

with the Fe I I 
period 1930-1932. • * - 

~p g-*~43-~*s .Column 2 - Para* 3 to This entire series of quotations 

— — — — — imgggz andx — impute.d__to Wal sh (DAVIS) is com- 

~ — plecexy faiae : 0 : — z: 


% < V ^ . 



The Interview was terminated in a natural manner, 
all possible info having then been obtained from the GERSHES and 
thereupon Agents departed promptly. 


JAMES A. DAVIS, SA 
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.inwM^flPTTTFT.n. WAS., sm-h. PrPJTTPV. SUBJECT INTERVIEWED IN &Y(J 


Mr. Holloman 

Migs Gandy. 


ELEVEN A. M. TO TWO P. M. THIS DATE IN PRESENCE OF ATTORNEY SIDNEY 

A 

DAVIS OF FIRM OF PHILLIPS, NIZER, BENJAMIN AND KRIM OF NYC. GARFIEL 
OUTLINED THEATRICAL CAREER BRIEFLY AND GAVE NEW YORK RESIDENCES WHICH 





HE COULD RECALL SINCE YOUTH. WHEN QUESTIONED AS TO AVAILABILITY OF 
CHECK STUBS AND CANCELLED CHECKS, STATED HE PROBA BLY-" HAD ALL CHECKS 
FROM NINETEEN FORTYSEVEN TO DATE AND. WOULD MAKE EFFORT TO LOCATE 
CANCELLED CHECKS FOR FORTYFIVE, SPECIFICALLY THAT KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN 
SUBSEQUENTLY DEPOSITED IN NEW MASSES ACCOUNT. REITERATED DENIAL PRE- 


VIOUSLY MADE BEFORE HCUA OF KNOWLEDGE OF DORETTA TARMON OR CONTRIBUT- 
IONS TO NEW MASSES. D ENIED URGING CLIFFORD ODETS TO CONTRIBUTE TO 
SAME OR HAVING MET OR KNOWN JOE NORTH. DENIED KNOWLEDGE OF EXISTENCE 


OF YCL ELEMENT IN BRONX FREE FELLOWSHIP. STATED NO KNOWLEDGE THAT 


MARTIN SLOAN, WITH WHOM' HE LIVED PRIOR TO MARRIAGE, WAS CP MEMBER 
LIKEWISE ACTOR PAUL MANN, AKA. ISRAEL LIEBMANN. WAS SPECIFICALLY 
QUESTIONED RE VARIOUS ACQUAINTANCES AND FRIENDS ALLEGED OR KNOWN TO 
HAVE BEEN CP MEMBERS, DENIED PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE OF SUCH MEMBERSHIP. 
DENIED KNOWLEDGE OF 


r* 


LEACH, KNOWN LA CP F UNC IT IONAR Y. YQlHI S 

{REE TO 



BESS JAFFE’ GOLDSTEIN IN NYC THF 


FIVE rf'MES,' PROBABLY IN THIRTY” 


A 


PAGE TWO 

EIGHT AFTER RETURN FROM FIRST TRIP TO HOLLYWOOD. DENIED ASSOCIATION 
WITH THEM IN CP OR ATTENDANCE AT CP MEETINGS IN* THEIR HOME. .STATED 
NO KNOWLEDGE OF CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN GOLDSTEINS AND WIFE SUBSEQUENTL 
TO HIS RETURN TO HOLLYWOOD . STATED REL ATIONS HIP WITH HANS JiISLER CASUAL 
V AND SOCIAL, GAVE LATTER NO'FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE NOR KNEW LATTER TO BE 
CP MEMBER BUT SPECIFICALLY RECALLED EISLER HAVING RIDICULED COMMUNISTS. 

Vl "*’ ' — »■ fe WATtOAJfi *• A* 

STATED NEVER ASSOCIATED WITH OR INSURED BY IWO. OUTLINED ASSOCIATIO N 
WIT H^J APR C,^NCAS F C ASP, AS POSSIBLE SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS ON THEIR 


BEHALF, SMALL CONTRIBUTIONS AN D ATTE NDANCE AT DINNER OR THEATER PARTIES 
SPONSORED BY THESE ORGANIZATIONS. RECALLED PRESENCE IN WASHINGTON 
IN MARCH NINETEEN FORTY WITH PLAY HEAVENLY EXPRESS PREVIOUSLY DENIED 

(flMT/ir/At. rv&tZRd 6e/iS6Q€SS) 

BEFORE HCUA. HAS NO RECOLLECTION OF ATTENDANCE AT NNC MEETING AT PHY- 
LLIS WHEATLEY, YWCA, OR MEMORY OF BEING PHOTOGRAPHED AT LATTER, AND 
DENIED STATEMENTS ATTRIBUTED TO HIM BY DW ON THIS OCCASION. DENIED 
KNOWLEDGE OF EXISTENCE OF COMMUNIST GROUP AT ELLENVILLE CAMP OF GROUP 
THEATER OR STATEMENT BY HIM THAT IT WAS A COMMUNIST GROUP AND EVERY- 
THING' THERE BELONGED TO EVERYONE. DENIED KNOWLEDGE OF EXISTENCE OF 
CP GROUP W ITHIN GROUP THEATER AND POINTED OUT THAT GROUP T HEATER WOULD 
NOT HAVE DENIED HIM LEADING ROLE IN THIRTYSEVE N IF HE HAD BEEN CP 
MEMBER. INDISCUSSING POSSIBLE MEMBERSHIP OF WIFE IN CP 


END OF PAGE TWO 

A/UTI --p-rtSGli V RtS-FO^Cts CoMMITT&6 

rtAY/iWAi-' Q-oukxlh- S&i/ibt 

# » it a /( a? aa>j> Profess* a ajS 
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PAGE THREE 

IN LA, GARFIELD APPEARED TO BREAK DOW, AN D CR IED, AND STATED AS WELL 


AS DID ATTORNEY THAT ALL O F HIS DIFFI CULTIES WERE PROBABLY ATTRIBUTABEL 
TO WIFE WHO MAY POSSIBLY HAVE BEEN CP MEMBER AND MAY HAVE LENT HIS* 

NAME TO SUPPORT OF VARIOUS ORGANIZATIONS WHICH HE IS CERTAIN HE DID 
NOT SUPPORT. ATTORNEY DAVIS STATED THAT HE AND AND GARFIELD INTENDED 


TO HAVE SERIOUS TALK WITH LATTER- S WIFE AND ENDEAVOR TO HAVE HER 


COME TO THIS OFF ICE FOR PURPOSE OF MAKING COMPLETE STATEMEN T RELATIVE 
TO ANY CP MEMBERSHI P^ ACTIVITIES. GARFIELD AND ATTORNEY WERE ADVISED 
SUCH ACTION WAS NOT BEING SOLICITED BY THIS OFFICE BUT WOULD BE STRICTLY 
A MATTER WITHIN THEIR OWN JUDGMENT AND THAT ANY STATEMENTS MADE BY 
MRS. GARFIELD WOULD BE ACCEPTED BY THIS OFFICE. IN COURSE OF INTERVIEW 
G^F^E^D^D^SED.TJ{AI^HE ^AS-ASj^ ER.TA I.NE,DJTHAT _iiL^IS_BARRED FROM 
EMPLOYMENT JN MOVIES, RADIO OR TELEVISON BECA US E OF TH IS INVESTI GATION 
AND GENERAL ALLEGATIONS AGAINST HIM OF PRO-COMMUNISM SUCH AS APPEARED ‘ 

IN R£D CHANNELS. GARFIELD WAS DISCREETLY QUESTIONED CONCERNING POSSIBLE 
STATEMENTS MADE TO JEAN CARMEN DILLOW AND DENIED THAT SUCH WERE MADE* 


IN COURSE OF DISCUSSION, ALTHOUGH HER NAME WAS NOT MENTIONED BY INT- 
ERVIEWING AGENTS, GARFIELD MENTIONED HER BY NAME AND INDICATED A KNOW- 
LEDGE OF HER TESTIMONY BEFORE HCUA WHICH TO KNOWLEDGE OF THIS OFFICE 
HAS NEVER BEEN MADE PUBLIC*. STATED HE HAS NO RECOLLECTION OF 
EVER HAVING MET JEAN CARMEN 'iN CALIFORNIA, CHICAGO, NEW YORK OR ELSE- 
WHERE. ATTORNEY DAVIS INDICATED THAT SEVERAL WEEKS AGO G ARFIELD RE- 

.QUESTED htm'^'hIS ASSOCIATE. ^LOHIS-NIZER* IO_C_ONSIDER PROCUREMENT 

END OF PAGE THREE 


PAGE FOUR 


OF DIVORCE FROM ROBERTA GARFIELD BUT THAT AT THEIR URGING GARFIELD 

+* uk - * ki ,* * * u 1 * nri ‘ t L ~ j . *‘**^**** rti ■ 11 ~ i ri— - ^rr> - 7.: 

HAD NOT PROCEEDED WITH_THIS_ ACTION IN^VIEW OF CURRENT CIRCUMSTANCES* 
GARFIELD AND HIS ATTO RNEY BOTH STATE R, THAT, , IT IS. .T HEIR BELIEF THAT ” 
MRS. GARFIELD STILL HOLDS„ : EXT.REME- -RAD:I-CAL-r.V-I-E-W.S,_O.VER._. WH I CH SHE 


AND GARFIELD HAVE DISAGREED FOR MANY YEARS. DETAILED LETTER 
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JOHN (zARFIELD 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
PERJURY 



DATE: May 21 3 1952 


Tolson i 




c &lJ^ed M a±^.12;,55--E~. 


— , -- the New York Office 

sfLadcky*?. He adv ts^ed^ihat inf.oiynat-i on, 

o /"? -A b n tA -A /■* A ^ ^ -A 7, « **r _7 • i 


. w w t U l 1,1 

™ J &AJ^heAn ^ T i &gpfv&d^th a t ^h.e^su bfe .cj;_ had di_ed . apparently 
from a feggrt qttagk. ■~***~e ~ — 

You will recall that he has been the subject of 
Bureau investigation and was interviewed during the past week 
in connection with his past Communist associations . 

ACTION: 


Clegg > 

Otovj n 

NI^Tda gf>V^ 


Rosen 

Tracy_ 


Harbo 

Belmont_ 
Uohr 


Tele, Roon_ 

Nease 

Gandy 


E'er your information. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


date: May 22 } 1952 


ftLL 1 NF 0 KMAT!??! CONTAINED 

S 



Ge oroe Sokolsky ad vi.s.ad^mc la^kjoeek^haf^^ s^ha-d 

scent time wit h, .. Jo ft n.~Ga rfJ'^d,.™JLwis23^M;nstsk^a:nd^M4.,c^RikS_pi , *•*>. 

after which HLxn&te. n cuid Riesel were to sit down with J GajifjLeJ. d 

aiL&-J~a&e~r-x&a th the v i ew_j)J L^QS±±ixui.-a~^fAal2^skateym§'n-t k 

on all that he had done^ 

~~ . 

Garfield told Sokolsky that he had paid Louis Hey&ee* u 
# 30,000 i Julius Klein $ 5,000 ; and Randy Feltus $ 2,000 to clear p 
him; that ruF£KTng has happened . Me told S.o k.als.k.y-jzL.o.yt_Ji,j„s — g.oJ ng 
to the ZMI a nd stated that he was ~ ±rea tejd . n .i.c.e.l.v . He also told 
Sokolsky: that his lawyer accompanied him • Sokol s kp—b-e-na-t ed~~h/i m 
on this point and told GarfijeJ j&JO&MeJLm&flmJiXjLzw 

him . Sokolsky stated that. iflhe .Me.re..Jis^Sn m iLhe,J&$MTie^&e3~.c&~ 

w .e^ s ho ul d^de.clJ jie to tal k with^h cause the very presence of 
the lawyer indicates a guilty feeling on the pi rt of the 
individual involved and a fear that something might happen . 

George stated that after Garfield had talked to the 
Bureau ‘he went home and told his wife that she had been the 
source of a lot of his trouble and the time had come for her to 
clean herself up; that she should go to the FBI and confess . 
i She refused to do this 3 whereupon John Garfield beat her up vjith 
his fists , packed his clothes and walked ■ out . 

Garfield admitted to Sokolsky that he had perjured 
himself in denying knowledge of certain Communists . Sokolsky 
stated that Garfield is stupid 3 woman crasy and he acts like a 
little child . ( 


On May 21 3 around noon 3 Sokolsky called me to advise' 
that Garfield had dropped dead in the apartment of Iris Whitney , 

{ 3 Gramercy Park; that he had prepared a complete statement which 
was then in the hands of Arnold Forster; that Ward Bond had told 
him at one time Iris Whitney was going to tell on him. 

. O c t o r~:#i.ejs^ ni gAt that^he^ was_pne^ of 

I £fte. f i rs tij^iMijd uafls^t<o^am^i.ve:^ad!^nd^MMd:nevSs^M.T)nj;ffme.nXt-i 


cc : Mr. Ladd 

cc : Mr. Belmont 


LBN: hmc A 
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For appropriate action 


Send File Note and Return 



Clyde Tolson 
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JOHN GARFIELD, WAS. SECURITY MATTER - C. PERJURY. ELIA KAZAN 





TELEPHONIC ALLY COMMUNICATED WITH AGENT O F NYO AT THREE PM, MAY TWENTY 
FIRST, AND REQUESTED AN INTERVIEW AT FOUR THIRTY PM THE SAME DATE 
AT HIS RESIDENCE. HE WAS INTERVIEWED, BY TWO AGENTS OF THIS OFFICE 
AND ADVISED AS FOLLOWS. ON MAY TWELFTH GARFIELD 'VISITED KAZANS 



HOME IN NYC AND IN CASUAL CONVERSATION GARFIELD MENTIONED THAT HE HAD 






RECENTLY RECEIVED A THREATENING PHONE CALL, BUT DID NOT DESCRIBE IT 
| FURTHER. O N MAY SIXTEENTH GARFIELD TELEPHONIC ALLY COMMUNICATED WITH 
KAZANSj WIFE , INFORMED HER THAT HE HAD JUST L EFT HIS WIFE. THAT HE 
WAS NOW A BACHELOR AND WAS LIVING AT THE WARWICK HOTEL NYC. GARFIELD 


SPOKE OF KAZAN AND THE LATTERS TESTIMONY BEFORE THE HCUA AND COMMENTED 
THAT SOME PEOPLE WERE IN FAVOR OF THE POSITION KAZAN TOOK AND OTHERS 
TOOK AN OPPOSITE -VIEW. .GARFIELD TOLD KAZANS_.WI.F.E_._OJ THE THREATENING 
CALL HE HAD RECEIVED, 'INDICATING THAT IT APPARENTLY WAS MADE BY A 




MALE WHO WAS D IS GUISING HIS VOICE A ND USED SOME GANGSTER CLICHES 
SUCH AS WE ARE WATCHING YOU, WE WILL TAKE CARE OF YOU, OR ' SOMETH IN^/" 
ALONG THATT LINE. MRS. KAZAN WAS UNABLE TO RECALL THE EXACT 

D_ AX..ELEVEN 


! }/U 


PHRASEOLOGY USED. ON MAY TWENTIETH KAZAN CALLED GARF 
Tri .. 

THIRTY AM AT THE WARWICK HOTEL, BUT W/fS UNABLE TO REACH HIM. AT 

’ SSJUN 


fcS- 

END OF PAGE ONE- 
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PAGE TWO 


TWELVE TWENT Y PM O N MAY TWENTIETH, AFTER KAZAN HAD LEFT NY FOR BUCKS 
COUNTY, PA,, TO VISIT BUDD SCHULBURG, A WRITER , GARFIELD CALLED KAZANS 
HOME AND S POKE TO ELIZA BROWN, KAZANS NEG RO MAID ' ACCORDING TO THIS ~ 
MAID, GARFIELD WANTED TO SPEAK TO KAZAN, AND THE MAID INDICATED THAT 
GARFIELD SOUNDED UP SET. KA ZAN VOLUNTEERED THAT IRIS WHITNEY, THE , WOJAN 

in mm - iJ i LliailWB^ W ' : "-T |irr “ wm*™^**"^*^* 


IN WHO SE_AP ARTMENXG ARF I ELD. DIED , IS PROBABLY THE_, EX^IFE_.OXJDWARD 
CHOATE , A.,, r HOLLYWXQD_XRUDUCERJ)lHO_IXJ ol ' J REMARRIED. FOR BUREAUS 
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INFO. 


SCHEIDT 


HOLD PLS 









, / ' a&Qg mm fork (iob-t$ojk) [ 269 1252 

. • ’ wtrtfri ' ' ! : > ■ 

S - ‘ ‘ i * ■ ' " - • ' ' * . 

• JOHN GARPlEXP, mas* - • 

•• SMCVRTTt MATTER ~ O ' . • ' . ' . 

- . mjfflr ' :■ • ; ..... . ; ; : • ; . _ • \ 

in view Of the sUbjeci^s recent ded tfi, you are . 
requested to submit reports sobering investigation conducted 
' to date hr': transmit iai to the department*. Of course, >... ,*/• • 

further invest iyative„ activity is to be suspended * •; Xn view 
of the circumstances," the. regular type of investigative , 
report Suitable for ' dissemination may be submitted ; however , ; 
in the event summary reports are in the process of .preparation, 
this form of report likewise will be satisfactory i : Each ; • , 

of five receiving copies of this communication tttfct reguested 
. to 'advise -Me Bureau the approximate date , on. which the Bureau , 
may expect to receive the report covering all.ynvestigatfVe ■ 

5 activity, in that particular field division* .• •*.*• «V 

- ' * “ s - \ * ' (( * '« ' « ' A * * ,„_*** >' < 

'■fSB'c «• :■ Washington field ( 100 *&}i 253 ), * ", „ . . -at 

200 * ^ ( 100 . 2 S 503 ) 
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J QHM GARrmn WAS CM \ 

^Saa,®. mRPHOMicAUY adVisoTS 

T0 “«* — NUMBER n INET£en ™ d S *" ™ T XAB EAUEO 

** ' W * tt Collars, known to this 0 * ELTON ’ F0RTY «« »» 

IN new masses ACCOUNT. FURTHrp an T ° ” ^ DEP0S ITED 

™ «. -eavo R& rr ■». 


SCHEIDT 


■ V 


7 ^ 1-03 


HOLD PLS 




/ ^ ' 


are flTC cor ias of a supplemeh^pfoseootire saimary- 

3 aL 


r- * qai 1 at Los Angeles, dated June 2, 1952, 

. , Si iterates results of 'all outstanding instigation in this ' 

- r ‘Division t;o date* %. ' : • - 

' : Silica the preparation ofthis report, JOHN UHTOD i* 1 


UV/A. w xw.. wva / , - . , . . ■ ' - - I.'" -- 1 *** I 

, <'\ . * : » ; \' **.*,' r , * ’< > * . j j v % 

t ’ unless the Bureau «r New York advises to .the-.contrajy, therefore,- •- 

'V- i j this case It referred upon option n* Los Angeles axth , „ ■ 

, ' ; ||.jj this report* .'r"-v V-V v «“ , V - .• ...\ ;•• •; 


!:eim •, ■" ^ _ i; 

'■ , Erics • 5> ... ,<r • v • .♦ •> •• 
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- "Kid' 


/ T-l, a current member of the Communist Party of Los Angeles County, 

y advised that in the latter part of April, 1951 he attended &' meeting of the 
/ Communist Party's Sojourner Truth Club which was held at the private residence 
y^of one of the club members at Los Angeles* This was a closed meeting of a 
S* comparatively few members making up this particular Partgr club of the West 
^'Jefferson Section JSki ^ 

(u) . 43^9/1^ — 

j> It is noted that this was shortly after JOHN GARFIELD was questioned 

Y by the House Committee on Un-American Activities in Washington, D# C* 

According to T-l, part of the business transacted at this group 


^meeting was a so-called "educational" given by 


ODMAN, one of the 


members* At the end of his "educational” talk GOODMAN added a few remarks 
yon a current subject which had to do with the House Committee hearings just 
/^concluded at Washington, D, C# .During his remarks GOODMAN referred to the 


x fact that JOHN GARFIELD, LApSfPAEKS and EDWft^lteRYK had testified before 
/the House Committee# GOODMAN told the group meeting that JOHN GARFIELD, 
during his testimony, had lied about his previous Communist affiliations* 
GOODMAN said that GARFIELD bad been a Party member for a long time and that 
he knew GARFIELD back in New York when he and GARFIELD used to play tennis 
together, when GARFIELD was "broke, without a job and burning around the 
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T-l stated that GOODMAN , during these remarks, did not specifically 
say that he had been in a Communist Party unit or meetings with GARFIELD 
but had merely indicated knowledge that GARFIELD had been a Party member 
and had not told the truth before the House Committee//^ 


T-l advised that GARFIELD and his testimony "before the House 
Committee was also the subject of briefremarks by another Party member at 
this same meeting* Party member L 3 ps)|klDB told the meeting that she was at 
a meeting with GARFIELD a long timeAbefore GARFIELD was "unable to 
remember" on the witness stand« ENDE added that JOHN GARFIELD, LARM^RARKS 
and EDWARD DMITRYK, and- hundreds of others had ''turned traitors ancTstool 
pigeons against the Party and that they would be dealt with accordingly 
when socialism comes and at that time there would be no place for them to 
hide where they could not be found, 

T-l was unable to quote ENDE exactly as having said it was a 
closed Communist Party meeting which she claimed to have attended with 
GARFIELD in the past nor did ENDE say where the meeting took place. However, 
ENDE * s remarks, according to T-l, were such as to convey the impression that 
she referred to a Communist Party meeting/ fr,)i A 

T-l was unable to state whether the remarks of GOODMAN and ENDE 
were based on actual fact or whether they were made merely for the r / . 
consumption of the rank and file Party members attending the meeting* ( jw 1 A~ 

It is noted that T-2, of known reliability, has advised that 
the Communist Party has purposely made every effort to discredit any 
witnesses who cooperate with any law enforcement agency or the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities, and that this has always been part of 
a plan to frighten or keep the rank and file members in line and prevent 
them from wavering, 

T«*l advises that both LEE ENDE and LENNY GOODMAN are currently 
active members of the Communist Party at Los Angeles/ nf J | 


T-3 of Known Reliability 


X 


T-3 was a member of the Communist Party and Communist Political 
Association in New York and Los Angeles from 1938 to I 9 I 180 This informant 
has been previously contacted for any information regarding JOHN GARFIELD 
but had no personal or direct evidence regarding GARFIELD'S possible 
Communist affiliations, T-3 has since furnished the following information, 
however, which this informant received subsequently to the last contact 
with him* 

* TS fk.i’ tH 
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Xn September, 1951 T— 3 was contacted by a Communist Party 
functional from New York, whom T-3 knew in the Party in New York in the 
iMpe 1930's and early 19l*0's. This individual was one JOHN ("SHORTYL l 
I^^TEUBEN^ who, according to T-3's information, is still an i mporta nt 

PL the present time. STMJBEN had 
come to Los Angeles in September, 1951 in connection with the tour he was 
making to various cities on the West Coast ' * . 


During a personal contact with STEUBEN in Los Angeles T-3 raised 
the question of JOHN GARFIELD' s status with the Communist Party, if any. 

This question had come up during STEUBEN'S remarks concerning the hearings 
by the House Committee on Un-American Activities at Los Angeles in September, 
1951, STEUBEN had remarked that some of the witnesses before the House 
Committee .were rather stupid ip* not answering what he characterized as the 
"obvious questions” j and ST^EUpSN referred specifically, as an example, to 
the fact that witness- HELM-|£evITT , during her testimony on the day before 
had refused, on the basis'll* the Fifth Amendment, to answer the Committee' 
question as to whether or not she had ever been secretary to JOHN GARFIELD, 

STEUBEN remarked to T— 3 that to refuse to answer such a question, 
he says, was. silly, inasmuch as GARFIELD, himself, during his own testimony 
before the House Committee at Washington some months previously, had 
acknowledged to the Committee that HELEN LEVITT had been his secretary, 

Under these circumstances STEUBEN felt that the answer to the question • 
directed at LEVITT had been so obvious and that she would not have damaged 
or incriminated herself by answering it truthfully. On suoh pertinent 
questions , as to actual Party membership, however, STEUBEN agreed that the 
witnesses- were correct on standing on their right's on the Fifth Amendment 
and refusing to answer. 


At this point T-3 remarked to STEUBEN that T-3 had never known- 
JQNN GARFIELD to have been a Party member and that as a matter of ' fact,' it 
had been T-3's understanding thali’ GARFIELD had never been actually 
affiliated with the. Party, In reply to this, STEUBEN stated, in effect, 
"Are you kidding? Of course he was ? " Thereafter STEUBEN had added that 
in Hollywood contact with JOHN GARFIELD had been through JACK, STEUBEN 
further added that "We (the Communist Party) are not in the stool pigeon 
business, but I hqpe they (the government) get him (GARFIELD)." 

T— 3 advised that STEUBEN was not inclined to elaborate further 
op these remarks \ however, T— 3 receiyed the definite impression that 
STEUBEN and the Communist Party have no use, whatever, for GARFIELD at the 
present time and that, as a matter of fact, the Farty is very antagonistic 
'toward him. T-3 assumed that the individual JACK mentioned by STEUBEN was 
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JOHN H0WAR3#awS0Nj generally referred to as JA^MlSsON, who, for some 
ten years, f was the Communist Party's top man in /he Hollywood cultural 
industry 0 "^ ^ Communist Party > particularly the motion picture film 

advised that, considering STEUBEN's known status as an 
important figure in the New York Communist Party for some years, informant 
received the definite impression from STEUBEN ' s remarks that GARFIELD at 
sometime in the past had been subject to Party discipline if not an actual 
? ei11 that after he came to Hollywood and became a prominent name 

xn the film industry, GAEFIELD was in that status reserved for prominent 
individuals who could be contacted only by a very few people in the Party 
to prevent his being exposed* * 

T-3 advised that based on his own knowledge of STEUBEN'S past 
and present status in the Communist Party in New York, STEUBEN might very 
well nave been in a position to know of GARFIELD'S past or present ; connection 

,tVk Farty i xf 3Xl ^° At the same time, however, T-3 feels that STEUBEN 
would be one of the last people who could be successfully approached by a 
representative of the government on any matter involving the Communist 
-arty although, from his remarks, it appeared that STEUBEN and the Party 
would be glad to see GARFIELD "put on the spot'' if it could be done without 
involving others who are fai thful to the Party* 


1ir L , — . — „ — land member of the 

Screen Writer's Guil<| for many years, advised that while he has been 

acquainted with JOHN GARFIELD in t he past, GARFIELD has never been a close Sr 
acquaintance or associate; that he, has no direct or personal Km 

knowledge that either JOHN GARFIELD or his wife were members of the 
Communist Party. 

However, recalled an incident which occurred some years 

ago which he felt might be indicative of GARFIELD'S knowledge of and 
possible .relatio ns wit h the Communist Party in the past. I I stated 

v t’t in he,| | was employed as a writer at R-K-0 Studios in 

Hollywood. This was the year GARFIELD first came to Hollywood from New 

S k K hls . first Picture, which resulted almost immediately in 
GARFIELD'S becoming a top ranking star at Warner Brothers Studio. 

PHILIP EPSTEIN, a writer-producer at R-K-O, called JOHN GARFIELD 
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on the phone under pret expand as a joke, and a number of othe rs at R-K-O. 


including 

explained that PHIL] 

and mimicking, in ahm. wun uu ucxug d unit; who. u u± «. 
called GARFIELD at the latter's home and, according tof 

— f 2 1 _ • » 1 • * t . A > -> M A L 


■ned in, by means of extension phones* t , 

IP5TEIN had considerable ability at faking his voice 
■ion to being somewhat of a prac tical jo ker* EPSTEIN 

recollection. 


— — *«• 1 v xauuwA u OWJ. V4.JLi.Jg I i CUUllCU ulUii 

began by disguising his voice and identifying himself as Comrade (name not 
recalled) just arrived from New York and he wan ted to call a Party meeting 

n - ta .*4-4 T - r\ a nnmr # 1 <-» . . I I — — . . _ 


Recalls that GARFIELD'S 


and utilize GARFIELD'S home for it* , 

reaction was both immediate and somewhat hysterical; that GARFIELD replied, 
in effect, he would do anything, give the caller money, pay for hiring a 
hall, or anything else that was necessary, but would not allow the meeting 
at his home* EPSTEIN, still carrying out the pretext, thereafter told 
GARFIELD that he would be coming around to GARFIELD'S residence that 
evening to spend the night, at which time they could discuss the matter 
further* At the same time he remarked to GARFIELD that now that he had become 
a rich movie star, GARFIELD was trying to let the common people down. 


be 

b7C 

b7D 


, ] recalled that it was his own impression that GARFI ELD 

seemed genuinely frighte ned and was not "just going along" with something 
^?_ reco ®= n ^ ze( ^ as a 0 oke » | | stated that he does not know whether 

EPSTEIN or anyone else ever told GARFIELD the truth about the call or 
whether EPSTEIN followed the matter further* 


PHILIP and JULIUS EPSTEIN, 
I 3 I 4 I San Remos Drive, 

West Los Angeles, California 


At the time of the interview with Mr. PHILIP EPSTEIN at his home 
v on December 3> 1951 he was ill and was attended by his brother,' JULIUS 
Mr*- PHILIP EPSTEIN has since died. The EPSTEINS have beenT* 
highly successful writing team in the motion picture film; industry for 
many years* 

Both PHILIP and JULIUS EPSTEIN have been acquainted with JOHN 
GARFIELD in the motion picture film industry in Hollywood, although they 
advised that GARFIELD was not a close friend or associate* Neither had 
any information or knowledge that GARFIELD was ever a member of the 
Communist Party either in New York or Los Angeles* Both were in agreement 
on the characterization of GARFIELD as a somewhat naive individual 
politically but highly intelligent in business dealings in the film 
industry* They pointed out that GAPtFIELD had made many highly successful 
motion pictures, practically all of which have been money makers* They 
characterized GARFIELD as an individual who was probably high up on what 
they termed the Communist's "sucker list", but they pointed out that this 
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was nothing new in Hollywood and that a great many film people in the 
industry had "enjoyed 11 similar status a Both recalled that this was 
particularly true prior to World War II during the emotionalism in Hollywood 
over the rise of HITLER in Germany, the civil war in Spain, and in later 
years the efforts of the American people to support anything which appeared 
to sustain the war effort of the Soviet Union against HITLER and fascism* 

PHILIP and JULIUS EPSTEIN stated that many people in Hollywood, 
including themselves, had been guilty of donating to causes which later 
turned out to be strongly Communist influenced or controlled, although, 
both EPSTEINS stated they, themselves, had never joined the Communist Party, 
been asked to join or had in any way been sympathetic to Communism* 



With reference to the pretext telephone call which PHILIP 
EPSTEIN allegedly made to GARFIELD some years ago, both the EPSTEIN brothers 
recalled the incident rather clearly* They said it was not an unusual 
occurrence and that such calls were frequently made as "gags", particularly 
during the period of the Spanish Civil War when it appeared that there was 
a constant demand on film personalities to support Loyalist Spain in one 
form or another* They said that during the late 1930's in Hollywood 
scarcely a day went by when some individual or group did not go around the 
studios seeking donations or signatures on petitions or sponsorship lists* 
The situation got so bad that it was almost laughable* 


PHILIP EFSTEIN recalled that sometime during 1938 he did make a 
ca ^- Lrom the studio to JOHN GARFIELD at the latter's home, during which 
EFSTEIN tried to use a foreign accent and represent himself as the editor 
of a Jewish newspaper in New York* The name he used was created for the 
purpose and was purely fictitious* The idea was to be a joke and a number 
of the writers and others around R— K— 0 listened in on extension phones 
at the time* Mr. EPSTEIN stated, however, that he did not pretend to be 
a Communist Party official or other representative of the Communist Party. 


During this call PHILIP EPSTEIN told GARFIELD he had come from 
New York to Los Angeles to obtain contributions for the Spanish cause and 
that he would be around to see GARFIELD about it that day* GARFIELD 
protested and made excuses to avoid seeing the caller, and EPSTEIN recalls 
that he could hear GARFIELD'S wife, ROBERTA, in the- background similarly 
protesting about the number of demands made for contributions* 

EFSTEIN specifically recalls hearing ROBEp^felFIELD ask JOHN why they 
could not get an unlisted telephone to prevent j>uch continued annoyances* 

Aly 5 1 < 5 " & • - 

Finally EPSTEIN told GARFIELD ^hht^hd^d-^^b^around to his 
home that evening to spend the night because he was * financially embarrassed 
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at the moment after the trip from New York. GARFIELD protested and 
suggested that the caller go to a hotel. EPSTEIN recalled that by this 
time his call was so obviously "phony" that even GARFIELD caught on. 

. Both PHILIP and JULIUS EPSTEIN stated that during the pretext call 
nere was no attempt to pose as a high ranking Communist functionary and that 
tney nad not drawn any inference or indication from GARFIELD ' s reaction which 
that he was or had been affiliated with the Communist Party. 

_ ® stated that they had, in past years, made many such calls on all 

sorts of matters to friends and acquaintances in Hollywood, and that, in this 
J§f tlc ^ a f u case > the Y h ad chosen GARFIELD principally because he had suddenly 
obtained the upper income bracket from his film successes, and like many 
0 er ollywood personalities, had been subjected to numerous demands to 
support or donate to various "anti-fascist" causes. 

• + x J 3 ? th the EPSTEINS reiterated that they, themselves, had never been 

Set W^ARF tb-tS ff liate ? with J; he Communist Party and had no way of knowing 
hether GARFIELD had ever been. Neither was inclined to think so based on 
their obsecrations and conversations with him. 

MRTp|fBERKELEI, 

PacoiiQ?, California 

n Mr ‘ ^ ARTIM BERKELEY, motion picture film writer, was a member of 

^Yorjk and Hollywood from approxdmat elv l^Tto*^ 
it* A . has been a cooperative witness before the House Committee 

?J! n-American Activities at both Los Angeles and Washington, and has 
identified for the Committee as many individuals connected with the Communist 
Party as he could recall. 

r , p Mr. BERKELEY has been interviewed specifically regarding JOHN 

1 . . "khat he has no personal -knowledge or information 

heard^ARFmD^ ? s affiliation with the Communist Party, if any. He never 
p H v RF ^ 7 ,Lr) referred to by the Party as a member up to the time he, 
hx/KhbiEi, disassociated himself therefrom in 1943. 

. , • P-^ESLEY pointed out that GARFIELD became a success' in- the f ilm 

5*“? a c om Purat i vely short time after he first came to Hollywood 
in that based on- his own experience and knowledge of the wav the 

Communist Party worked, if GARFIELD had been a member in Hollywood, he would 
have been afforded the utmost protection to prevent his status from being 
known except to a comparatively few Party leaders. 

Mr. BERKELEY observed that GARFIELD >s membership, if any, in the 
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Communist Party or the Young Communist League would normally have been the 
subject of less secrecy during his days in New York prior to his coming to 
Hollywood and his meteoric rise as a film personality. Mr. BERKELEY felt 
that GARFIELD must certainly have been exposed to the Co mm unist. Party during 
the early days of the old Group Theater in New York during the 1930 f s and 
that if he was not a member, he certainly must have known that some of the 
Group were* Mr. BERKELEY reiterated that he cannot state from personal 
knowledge that such was the case. (The Young Communist League has been cited 
by 'che Attorney General as within the purview of Executive Order #9835.) 

HOWARD L* DIMSDALE, 

358 North Bowling Green, 

West Los Angeles, California^ 

Mr. H0WARD ><( 1)^DIMSDALE, motion picture film writer in Hollywood, 
voluntarily furnished jkn account of his knowledge of the Communist Party and 
Communist Political Association based on his own membership therein from 
19U4 to 19U8. The complete reliability of Mr. DIMSDALE in all matters is not 
known; however, it is noted that much of the information and identifications 
furnished ty him at the time he was interviewed is subject to corroboration 
frbm other 'reliable sources. 



the __ 

stated that he knotfe JOHN GARFIELD personal 
GARFIjEID to Salt lake City along with 


once wer 
DLER and PAL 


knowledge of 
if any. DIMSDALE 
^a trip with 
DRAPER, which trip 

was sponsored by the Progressive Citizens -of America at I^os 'Angeles in about 
1 5 i 47 • Ho recalls that this trip was made along with a number of other people 
in conjunction with a function sponsored by the Progressive Citizens of 
America in behalf pf the candidacy of Mr. HENRY WALLACE for President of the 
United States in the 19h8 election campaign* (According to T-ll the Progres- 
sive Citizens of America, both nationally and locally, was initiated and 
organized by the Communist Party.) 


DIMSDALE advised, however, that he never knew JOHN GARFIELD to be 
a member of the Communist Party in Hollywood; that he never ,saw GARF IELD at a 
Communist Party meeting during the period of his, DIMSDALE* s, membership 
therein; and that he cannot recall ever hearing GARFIELD referred to by the 
Party as a member. DIMSDALE stated that he had never heard GARFIELD 
discuss the subject of Communism or the Communist Party# 

T-I 4 of Unknown Reliability 

In March, 1952 T— 1; furnished an account of her knowledge and 
experience as a member of the Communist Party and Communist Political 
Association of New York City from i 9 i 4 .it through 19U7 when she 
voluntarily disassociated herself from the Communist movement. It 
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is noted that during the period of her membership in the Party, T-4 was 
assigned chiefly, to the Theater or Radio Branches of the New York Communist 
Farty, The complete reliability of T-4 is not known at this time, inasmuch 
as all of her activity in the Communist Party took place in New York and her 
data has not yet been completely corroborated. ■ 

T-4 was specifically questioned concerning her knowledge of JOHN 
GARFIELD and whether he had ever been a member of the Party in either New 
York or Los Angeles * However, T-4 advised that she did not know GARFIELD 
personally and knew of him only by reputation as a prominent motion picture 
star in Hollywood, as well as on the New York stage. T-4 had no information 
that GARFIELD was a Party member during the period T-4 was connected with the 
New York Communist Party; that, furthermore, she never heard GARFIELD referred 
to- as a member or subject to Party control at any Party meeting which T-4 
attended. 

T— 5 of Unknown Reliability 

T-5, a motion picture film and radio writer, advised that he has 
been acquainted with JOHN GARFIELD and that GARFIELD was at the same studio 
(Warner Brothers Studio) where T-5 was employed in 1939 when GARFIELD first 
came to hollywood from the New York stage. GARFIELD almost immediately rose 
to film stardom as the result of the Warner Brothers' "Four Daughters" series 
of films . 


According to T— 5 , GARFIELD* s reputation on the '-arner Brothers lot 
was that he was an entirely honest individual. T-5 never discussed the 
subject of Communism with GARFIELD and never had any reason to believe that 
GARFIELD was interested in the Communist Party. 

T-5 pointed out, however, that he, himself, was never affiliated 
with the Communist Party or in any way sympathetic thereto, and that, therefore, 
he was not in a position to know of GARFIELD »s affiliations unless GARFIELD 
admitted it, which he never did within T-5 * s knowledge. 

T— 6 of Known Reliability 

T-6 was a member of the Communist Party in Hollywood from the 
middle of 1945 to the middle of 1949 when she disassociated herself therefrom. 
During this time T-6 was assigned to various so-called "cultural" branches 
of the Hollywood Section, which included writers, radio artists, and 
miscellaneous people connected with the motion picture industry. 

In regard to JOHN GARFIELD, T-6 stated that she never- knew GARFIELD 
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to be a member of the Party during the period she was associated with the 
Party, nor had she ever heard him referred to as a member at any Party 
meetings which she attended* 


ft was T-6's recollection that GARFIELD' s wife, ROBERTA, or 
JQBBIil as she was known, was somewhat closer to the Party but whether she was 
an actual member or not, T-6 did not know. JOHN GARFIELD was generally 
regarded as somewhat under the influence and control of his wife on political 
matters. However, T-6 advised that she had heard GARFIELD spoken of 
critically by people T-6 knew to be members of the Party in Hollywood because 
he was reluctant to speak or appear at functions in which the Party was 
interested. 


T-6 recalls that GARFIELD was a rather stubborn individual and had 
balked about going along on the third party issue in the 1948 election 
campaign. T-6 understood that the Communist Party did not like his attitude 
in this regard, which indicated to informant that GARFIELD was not actually 
subject to Party discipline or control as he certainly would have been had he 
been an actual member. 

helMreio&an • 

(Mrsr^uWoHAN), 

8000 Honey^Jrive, 

Hollywood. California 

It was learned from T-7, of known reliability, that in 1947 JOHN 
GARFIELD was the acting star of a film producing company called R, B. Roberts 
Productions, -which venture GARFIELD and ROBERTS had jointly organized, and 
released their films through Enterprise Studios, 

According to T— 7, one of the secretaries at the studio, named HELEN 
REICHMAN, had been assigned to GARFIELD as a general secretary. T-7 never 
knew REICHMAN to be connected with the Communist Party in Hollywood; however, 
he does recall that when the so-called "unfriendly 19" Hollywood film 
personalities were subpoena.ed before the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities in October, 1947, HELEN REICHMAN was on the same plane with "the 
19" en route to Washington. 

HELEN REICHMAN, whose married name is Mrs. PAUL OMAN, was found to 
be currently an actress doing bit parts with Columbia Studios and has recently 
become a member of the Screen Actor's Guild in Hollywood, She is a Polish- 
born naturalized United States citizen and originally came to Hollywood from 
New York where her family still resides. Miss REICHMAN furnished the 
following information during an interview with her concerning GARFIELD. 
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She said that she had never been a member of the Communist Party 
either at New York or Los Angeles, She originally came to California from 
New York in 1946 and went to work as a secretary for the R, B, Roberts 
Productions, Shortly after she was assigned by the company to serve as 
JOHN. GARFIELD's secretary, in which capacity she was employed for about two 
years. She was paid, however, by Roberts Productions and not by GARFIELD, 
himself. In the business tie— up between GARFIELD and R, B, Roberts Productions 
the company was to furnish GARFIELD with a secretary. As such, her principal 
duty was to handle GARFIELD* s fan mail, of which there was considerable volume 
at the time. 

Her duties as GARFIELD 's secretary took her to GARFIELD ' s home on 
numerous occasions and she became personally acquainted with Mrs, GARF IELD , 

In late 1947 the GARFIELD family went to New York where GARFIELD 
was to appear in a stage play. At about that time Miss REICHMAN had a vacation 
due her and she took four weeks leave from Roberts Productions in order to 
return to New York to visit her family. In October, 1947 she ma.de the trip 
to New York by plane, and by coincidence only, was on the same plane with the 
so-called "unfriendly 19" witnesses who were going to Washington to appear 
before the House Committee, The GARFIELD family was already in New York at 
that time. 


Miss REICHMAN recalls that she went directly to New York and for the 
period of her vacation she stayed with her parents there. She was not serving 
as GARFIELD's secretary at this time. However, while in New York GARFIELD *s 
recent film success, "Gentleman's Agreement" opened in New York. This brought 
a big volume of mail addressed to GARFIELD and GARFIELD called on her to 
handle it. Because of the distance her family lived from the GARFIELD 
residence near 5th Avenue and East 10th Street in New York City, Miss 
REICHMAN lived part of the time thereafter at the GARFIELD residence. 

She was living with the GARFIELDS in New York when the House 
Committee hearings took place in Washington in the latter part of October or 
early November, 1947. GaRFIELD, himself, was not one of the witnesses but 
he did go to Washington as one of the sponsors or signers of the "First 
Amendment Committee", which was made up of a number of motion picture 

personalities from Hollywood concerned with protesting the House Co mmi ttee 
hearings . 


Miss REICHMAN went to Washington with Mr. and Mrs. GARFIELD . and 
recalled that she sat with them in the rear of the hearing room during the 
Committee sessions. . GARFIELD's attitude toward the 1947 House Committee on 
Un-American Activities '. hearings was one of protest on principle rather than 
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due to any personal interest in the subpoenaed witnesses themselves* 

. _ Miss REICHMAN recalls that the hearings were the subject of some 

discussion around the GARFIELD household and GARFIELD 1 s objections appeared 
to be against the procedure and manner in which the hearings were held rather 
than against the right of the government to inquire into Communism in 
Hollywood, GARF I E LD seemed to feel that the witnesses we re not given the 
right of cross-examination or allowed to make such statements as they desired. 
Miss REICHMAN stated that, frankly, this was her own feeling also in regard 
to the hearings, 

Miss REICHMAN stated that in May, 1948 GARFIELD returned to Hollywood 
alone, followed shortly thereafter by Mrs, GARFIELD and the children. Miss 
REICHMAN returned to Hollywood with Mrs. GARFIELD . To the best of her 
recollection, she continued to work as JOHN GARFIELD* s secretary until late 
1948 when her employment terminated. 

Miss REICHMAN stated that during her entire acquaintance and 
employment with JOHN GARFIELD she never had any direct or personal knowledge 
that he might have been a member of the Communist Party or even sympathetic 
thereto. She described GARFIELD as a very procrastinating individual where 
some matters were concerned; that he was not at all what might be called a 
politically astute person; that during the time she was in his employ, 

GARFIELD received numerous requests for donations and support of various 
causes. 


GARFIELD did appear to be angry at first when such requests were 
received in the mail and would indicate that it annoyed him. GARFIELD * s 
first reaction, generally, was that he would answer such requests in the 
negative. Miss REICHMAN recalls, however, that with comparatively few 
exceptions he rarely ever got around to doing anything about such requests 
by taking the trouble to communicate his refusal to their sources. 

Miss REICHMAN stated that JOHN GARFIELD appeared to her as an 
individual who was continually amazed at the great success he had had in f ilm s 
and the corresponding change in his economic position. She once observed 
him standing in a window of his home musing to himself that he just could not 
imagine all of this happening to him. 

Concerning Mrs. ROBERTA, or ROBBIE GARFIELD, as she was known, 

HELEN EEICHilAN stated that in the course of her employment as GARF IELD »s 
secretary she was with Mrs. GARFIELD a great deal but that she had never been 
familiar with Mrs. GARFIELD *s .political activities, if any; and that if Mrs. 
GARFIELD was interested in Communism, she never discussed it with her. Miss 
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REIGHMAN could not recall tha.t the subject of Communism or the Communist Party 
was ever a subject of conversation by the GARF3ELDS in her presence, 

JOSEP^EVNEY, 

4650'flavenhurst Avenue, 

Encino . California. 


Mr* JOSEPH PEVNEY is currently a motion picture director at Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer Studios at Los Angeles, is an actor by training and past 
experience, and before coming to Hollywood, was an actor on the New York stage, 

Mr, PEVNEY 'advised that he, himself, had never been a member of the 
Communist Party either in Mew York or in Hollywood and that, except for one 
occasion many years ago, he has never been approached to join the Communist 
Party or the Young ComWiist League. In 1936, in New York, PEVNEY was 
approached by pne tilCHAE^^OGDOM,^ who , at the time, was stage manager for the 
Group Theater in New^i^v^^oin the Communist Party. PEVNEY turned him 
down, however, and refused to affiliate with the Communists. PEVNEY stated 
that MICHAEL GORDON, who later became a Hollywood film director, is the only 
individual who PEVNEY can state of his own knowledge was a Party member and 
that this is based upon the fact that GORDON tried to recruit him into the 
movement , 


• In regard to JOHN GARFIELD, PEVNEY stated that he had no information, 
whatever, that GARFIELD was a member of the Communist Party in either New 
York or Los Angeles; that he had never discussed the subject of Communism 
with GARFIELD and can recall no specific views which GARFIELD may have held 
on - the subject, 

PEVNEY was rather well acquainted with GARFIELD from about 1936 on, 
nfpp TOT ° ^'^ me 10101711 GARFIELD only slightly. He recalled when 

GARFIELD married his present wife, ROBERTA or ROBBIE,, as she was better known. 
Shortly after they were married PEVNEY was an occasional visitor at the 
GARFIELD apartment, which he recalled was a two-room affair located in 
Greenwich Village. He said GARFIELD and his wife were both from the Eastside 
of New York, neither of whom had had much formal education, and both were 
completely absorbed in advancing GARFIELD 1 s position as an actor. GARFIELD, 
in particular, had come from a rather rough background . 

PEVNEY stated that as of 1936 GARFIELD had acquired somewhat of a 
reputation as an actor and was associated with the Group Theater in New York. 
PEVNEY first became well acquainted with GARFIELD in the Group Theater 
production "Johnnie Johnson", which PEVNEY said, incidentally, was PEVNEY* s 
only connection with the Group. PEVNEY, along with actor LEE COBB, had been 
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hired from Broadway for parts In this Group production and during the show 
PEVNEY was paid more money than GARFIELD, even though GARFIELD had quite .a 
good stage name at that time* PEVNEY * s real acquaintance with GARFIELD and 
his wife dates from, that period. 


PEVNEY described GARFIELD as' strictly an opportunist and one who 
would use anything to further his standing in his profession* PEVNEY stated 
that one of the reasons upon which he personally bas&^ his belief that 
GARFIELD was never actually subject to Communist Party discipline was the 
fact that GARFIELD quit the Group Theater cold at a time when the Group needed 
him most. This was about 1938 when the Hollywood film industry offered 
GARFIELD a part in a film production, and’ GARFIELD quit the Group, -and came 
to Hollywood where he became a successful star almost overnight*’ PEVNEY 
stated that for a time thereafter GARFIELD u go.t big-headed" over his success 
in the movies* • ' '’' ••<• 


PEVNEY stated that he personally is inclined to believe that 
GARFIELD was telling the truth when he testified before the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities that he had never been a member of the Communist 
Party or the Young Communist League; that he, PEVNEY, however, finds it 
somewhat more difficult to believe that GARFIELD was being entirely frank 
when he testified that he had never even known a Communist . However, PEVNEY 
pointed out that if, in fact, GARFIELD was not and had not been a Party member, 
he probably felt that he had no personal knowledge of the actual Party 
membership of any individual, regardless of what his suspicions may have been* 
PEVNEY stated that he, FEVNEY, has suspected from time to time in the past 
that a particular individual or individuals might be Communists, but that it * 
had never been his experience that, anyone openly showed his Party membership 
card to a non-Party individual or openly admitted Party membership to such an 
individual. 

PEVNEY stated that in addition to JOHN GARFIELD he had kpown and 
been associated with most of the individuals in the Group Theatep in New 
York before the War, However, he stated that, with the exception of EICHAEL 
GORDON as already mentioned, he, PEVNEY^ had no personal knowledge or first- 
hand information that any of the Group were actual members of the Communist 
Party, He seated that he has noted that a number of these individuals have 
since been named as Communists by witnesses appearing Jpefore the House 
Committee on. Un-American Activities and that probably many of them were 
affiliated with the -Party in New York during the days of the Group Theater; 
that, however, he/. himself, cannot state of his own knowledge, either then 
or now, that, they -wdre' actual Party members. 
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L0UJ3# ^GRAVES, 

546 VJestmont Drive, , 
Hollywood. California 



kiss LOUISE GRAVES is a nurse by training and occupation, and was 
formerly employed as maid and nurse at the home of JOHN GARFIELD in Hollywood 
for a period from about 194,5 ? to 1946. ' 

^ Miss GRAVES had no firsthand knowledge of information concerning 

GARFIELD 1 s possible Communist sympathies. She explained that her own 
household duties at the GARF IEL D home never placed her in intimate contact 
with GARFI&LD and his wife, hiss GRAVES did recall an occasion in 1945 when 
GARFIELD attended some sort of a reception aboard a Russian ship in the Los 
Angeles Harbor , which resulted in numerous telephone calls to the residence 
by the press and considerable resulting publicity. 


Miss GRAVES recalled that screen actors EDWARD G. ROBINSON and PAUL 
HENRIED were among regular visitors at the GARFIELD home. However, Miss 
GRAVES was excluded from all social gatherings at the residence and never had 
any information as to their nature. 

Miss GRAVES recalled that Mrs. GARFIELD was v ery interested in the 
motion picture strike situation in Hollywood during 1945 and 1946. Miss 
GRAVES stated that she had no personal knowledge of any Communist sympathies 
on the part of JOHN GARFIELD, but she recalled that a MARIE FENT, who served 
as a sort of nurse or custodian for the GARFIELD children. in both Hollywood 
and New York City between 1945 and 1947, was strongly suspicious that 
GARFIELD harbored Communist sympathies. Miss FENT was rather outspoken in 
her antipathy for any Communist. 

Miss GRAVES stated that MARS^MT*" now lived in New York and is no 
longer employed by the GARFIELDS, so far as Miss GRAVES is aware. Miss 
GRAVES occasionally still corresponds with MARIE FENT, and in the fall of 
1951 she received a letter from FENT in which the latter made a brief 
reference to the JOHN GaRFIELDS. Miss GRAVES quoted, as follows, from 
MARIi!i FENT's letter the reference to GARFIELD , at the same time explaining 
that MARIE FENT speaks and writes somewhat brokenly: 


"I am two years away from the GARFIELDS. She (Mrs. GARF IELD ) has 
(or- had) a big mouth. (It is) possible they will arrest her because she is 
a Communist. If they arrest JOHN (GARFIELD), I will open my mouth because 
he took the blame," 
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MAS NATHAJ^pSMOFF, 

172 North XaBrea Avenue, 

Los Angeles ♦ California 

BENOFF , who is generally referred to as MA^Bfi^FF, is a rather 
well established radio writer in Hollywood who cui^rQntiy writes ’’Life With 
Luigi", radio show over the CBS network. In the past years he has written 
for the "Duffy's Tavern" show, as, well as the FANNIE BRICE "Baby Snooks" 
radio production. 


It was learned from T-7 that BENOFF was at one time a member of the 
Communist Party in Hollywood in the early 1940's but that BENOFF was believed 
to have subsequently dropped out of the Party movement, T-7 stated that 
BENOFF was personally well acquainted with GARFIELD and that the two used to 
play cards together more or less regularly. 

, ^ is noted that T - 8 ^djT-9, of 

known relxabilxtj^ecall that both MC BENOFF and his wife, MILDREDj , better 
known as _MICKEYy *were in the Communist Party in Hollywood in about 1943 


and 1944 and to the personal knowledge of T— 8 and T-9, were assigned to the 
same writers branch of the Hollywood Section, At least one or two meetings 
of this Party branch were held a,t the BENOFF residence located in Beverly 
Hills at that time. It is T-8*s belief, however, that BENOFF did not 
remain in the Party and may have disassociated himself therefrom since then. 


BENOFF was int ervieitfed on February 18, 1952 specifically in regard 
to his knowledge of JOHN GARFIELD, He said he would not rate GARFIELD as 
ever having been one of his close friends or associates; that when he, 

BENOFF , came to Hollywood from New York in about 1943 , GARFIELD was already 
an established film star; that it was to the advantage of aspiring writers 
in Hollywood to'" know and make contacts of such people, if possible, BENOFF 
said he knew GiiRFIELD to the extent of playing poker in the same group with 
him at various times in the past before GARFIELD left Hollywood to return to 
New York in about 1947 or 1948 c Among others who frequently sat in on these 
poker games were JULIUS and PHILIP EPSTEIN, Hollywood film writers, (interviewed 
elsewhere in this report). These poker sessions eventually broke up when 
someone was strongly suspected of cheating at the game. 


BENOFF said he was only slightly acquainted with GARFIELD 1 s wife, 
ROBERTA, and knew nothing of the political sympathies of either, BENOFF 
maintained that he had never discussed Communism or the Communist Party with 
GARFIELD, nor had he ever heard the latter express an opinion one way or 
another on the subject, BENOFF volunteered the opinion that GiiRFIELD was too 
stupid to make a good Communist and that all GARFIELD appeared to be interested 
in was money and women. 
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Concerning himself BENOFF stated that he had never been a menibei* 
of the Communist Party; further that he had never applied for membership 
therein, nor had there ever been any attempt to recruit him. BENOFF 
claimed he knew nothing about the Communist Party or its membership or 
organization, and that he had no information connecting JOHN GARFIELD with 
the Communist Party or the Young Communist League. 



JOSEPH Jf&ASm, 

Warner /Brothers Pictures, Inc« 
Burbank, California 


Mr* JOSEPH J. BARRY, Assistant Production Manager of Warner 
Brother? Pictures a 1|000 West Olive Street, Burbank, was interviewed by 

SA| | regarding his recollection of the personalities 

associated with the motion picture production ’’Daughters- Courageous”, a 
film produced in 1939 which featured the three LANE sisters and JOHN 
GARFIELD in the cast. Mr. BARRY was also interviewed with respect to his 
knowledge of JOHN GARFIELD. 

Mr. BARRY explained that he was the Unit Manager on the 
"Daughters Courageous" production and accompanied that film company to a 
location at Monterey, California, during the Spring of 1939. He recalled 
that while in Monterey the company shot scenes on the golf course and 
around the city hall. He remembered that the three LANE sisters, LOLA, 
ROSEMARY, and PAT, were on this location and that JCHN GARFIELD was also 
a member of the cast. He did not recall any actress or bit player by the 
name of JEAN CARMEAN or CARMEN as having been among the performers from the 
Warner Brothers lot who went to the Monterey location. 


BARRY explained that his duties as Unit Manager generally 
consisted of handling the needs of the company, obtaining proper living 
facilities, and arranging for the use of certain local establishments for 
background in connection with the shooting of scenes. He said that as far 
as he knows there was no assistant director by the name of JOE MI LLE R 
associated with this company, nor does he recall that Warner Brothers 
ever had an assistant director or director by that name in its employ during 
the past 25 yearso BARRY said it v/as possible that an individual by the 
name of JOE MILLER could have been an extra or bit player employed from 
time to time by Warner Brothers during that period, but he was sure that 
Warner Brothers never had anyone by that name who was an assistant director. 
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Mr* BARRY recalls JOHN GARFIELD only as a Warner Brothers actor 
who became a phenomenal box office attraction after the so-called “Four 
Daughters" series of films produced in 1938 and 1939* He knew nothing 
of GARFIELD'S activities off the studio lot and had no information as to 
whether GARFIELD was or was not sympathetic to the Communist Party. 


At Mr. BARRY’S suggestion, Mr, EDWARD O’CARROLL, Auditor in the 
Warner Brothers Location Department, was interviewed regarding the personnel 
that made up the "Daughters Courageous" company that went on location to 
Monterey in 1939* Mr* O’ CARROLL functioned as Location Auditor for this 
production and as such was part of the company that went to Monterey. 


O’ CARROLL advised that he never heard of any person by the name 
of JOE MILLER as having been an employee of the studio as assistant director 
or otherwise# He said the old records of the Location Department had been 
searched by him for details concerning the "Daughters Courageous” company 
and that he had not found any evidence of a JOE MILLER being associated 
therewith. 


Mr* O’ CARROLL did not recall any individual by the name of JEAN 
CARMEAN as having been associated with this production, although he advised 
that it is possible such a person could have been a bit player on a day-to- 
day basis without it necessarily having been a matter of record, 

\L* 

MELVIMSVY, 
ll680^J^\irelwood Drive, 

North Hollywood, California 

LEVY has been a motion picture film writer in Hollywood and has 
been identified by T-7, T-8, and T-10, of known reliability, as a member 
of the , during the 19U0’s* LEVY testified at" 
a public session of the House Committee on Un-American Activities in 
Washington on January 28, 1952, during which he was a cooperative witness 
and identified for the Committee a number of Party individuals he had 
known in the movement, JOHN GARFIELD was not among those so identified 
by him, however* 
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STANMfTOBERTS, 
Kramer 'Productions , 
Hollywood , California 



STANLEY ROBERT'S is a film writer in Hollywood who has been 
identified by T-8 and T~9 as having been a 
-..Hollywood Section, in about 19U5. 

STANLEY ROBERTS was interviewed at his request in Hey> 1952, at 
which time he admitted that he was a member of the Communist Party from 
19i|.5 until I9I4.7 when he voluntarily disassociated himself from the movement# 
During the interview with ROBERTS he furnished data concerning Communist 
Party activity during that period, as well as identifications concerning 
various individuals he knew in the movement. 


ROBERTS was specifically interrogated regarding JOHN GARFIELD. 

He stated, however, that although he has been acquainted with GARFIELD, he 
had never observed him in a Party meeting and never had any information 
that GARFIELD was a member of the Communist Party. Furthermore, ROBERTS 
could not recollect any reference to. GARFIELD at a Party meeting which 
lead him to believe that GARFIELD was or had been affiliated with the Party# 

T-12 of Known Reliability 

T-12 was a member of the Communist Party and Communist Political 
Association in Hollywood from 1938 until 1914-8. During that time this 
informant was assigned to various branches within the so-called cultural 
groups of the Hollywood Section*. In each branch the membership was made 
up of individuals identified in some capacity with the film industry, either 
through employment therein or through marriage to someone who was so 
employed# 


In regard to JOHN GARFIELD, T-12 advised that she had no 
personal knowledge of his membership, if anyj that during informant’s 
membership in the Hollywood Communist Party she ha.d understood that GARF IELD 
was not a member but that the Party 1 s influence over him was through 
GARFIELD 1 s wife, ROBBIE# T— 12 pointed out that one of informant’s close 
associates and fellow Party member was HELEN LEVITT, who, at one time, was 
secretary to JOHN GARFIELD," but that HELEN LEVITT had never spoken of 
GARFIELD as being a member of the Communist Party. 

T-12 advised that she had met ROBERTA, or ROBBIE GARFIELD, as she 
was also known, and knew her somewhat slightly in the past but cannot 
recall ever having been in a closed Party meeting with ROBERTA. About 
19U0 T-12 was assigned or attached to a Party branch of the Hollywood 
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Section, of which branch an individual named JERRI SCHLEIN was the 
principal functionary, probably the Branch Chairman. T-12 recalls that 
SCHLEIN once remarked that ROBBIE GARFIELD was then a member of this branch 
but that she, SCHLEIN, had found it difficult to get her to meetings of 
the group. T-12 advised that she never heard SCHLEIN or anyone else 
connected with the Communist Party refer to JOHN GARFIELD as a member. 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 



J 


LA. 100-22503 


wmmm 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


INFORMANTS 


_. T-l p.s | I who furnished information to SA 

Jon May"5, 

_ T-2 is I who furnished information to SA 

Jjn May 2> I9%T, 

T-3 is h vho furnished information to SA! 

on September 20v 1951? 


| as furnished to S/ | 

l, 1952. It is noted thatf 


SA | | on March 1L, 1952. It is noted that] j 

voluntarily submitted herself for interview regarding her past rar by 
membership, during which interview she was questioned concerning her 
knowledge of JOHN GARFIELD? 


1-5 is[ 

I as fuj 
March II4., 1952 J_ 
but accompanieq_ 


led to S a 


was never a member of the Communist Party 
above, during the interview. 


T-6 is I . 

furnished information to SaI 


on November 26, 1951? 


and S/J 


and S/J 


and S/J 


Tr»7 is| | who furpished information to SA r 

on December 3> 1951? : 

T-8 isl I who furnished information to SA 

on February 20, 1952? 

T-9 is _ who furnished information to Sa[ 

m February 20, 1952. 

Tr-10 i.j . ~ who furnished information to SA 

on May 3, 1951? 

T-ll i£ who orally advised SA 




February 6, 1951 regarding the Progressive Citizens or America® 
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Of <x> ' l '- 

JOHN GARFIELD, WAS, SM DASH C, PERJURY. NY PRESS STORIES ON MAY u 
TWENTYTWO IN GENERAL RELATE THAT GARFIELD OVER PERIOD OF LAST FEW DAYS 
HAS BEEN PREPARING A DETAILED STATEMENT OF PREVIOUS COMMUNIST ASSOCIA- J 
TIONS, NAMING NAMES AND INSTANCES IN WHICH HE COOPERATED 
WITH CP. BENJAMIN R. EPSTEIN, NATIONAL DIRECTOR OF ANTI DEFAMATION 

/ ij 

LEAGUE, ADVISES THAT TO HIS KNOWLEDGE ONLY STATEMENT PREPARED BY 
GARFIELD WAS THAT ENTITLED. ” DON-T BE A SUCKER FOR A LEFT HOOK " 
PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED TO THE BUREAU. EPSTEIN ADVISED THAT SINCE GARFILED- 
INTERVIEW AT NYO AND BECAUSE OF CRITICISMS OF AFOREMENTIONED ARTICLE 
BY PERSONS AT ADL, GARFIELD HAS BEEN WORKING ON T^HIS STATEMENT WITH 
INTENT TO REDRAFT IT AND ELABORATE ON VARIOUS 

PHASES.- ARNOLD FORSTER OF ADL ADVISES THAT SINCE .GARFIELD INTERVIEWED 
HE CONFERRED. WITH TWO UNNAMED ANT I- COMMUNISTS RE GARFIELD CASE. 

FURTHER THAT GARFIELD WAS OFFERED A PART IN A PICTURE AND THESE 
ANTI-COMMUNISTS SUGGESTED THAT GARFIELD DRAFT A LETTER TO- HIS PROSPEC- ^ 
TIVE HOLLYWOOD EMPLOYER ENCOMPASSING ALL .INFO RE HIM BOTH DISCLOSED 

REC&i'ED - a , J//w __ 3pJL p7-£i% . 

END OF PAEE ONE I L-L L P ' ( 4 - 
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BEFORE HCUA AND PRIVATELY DISCLOSED TO NYO AND ADL. STATED HE AND 
GARFIELD HAD PREPARED A ROUGH DRAFT OF THIS LETTER WHICH HAD NOT BEEN 
COMPLETED AT TIME OF GARFIELDS DEATH. .FURTHER THAT ON MORNING OF 
MAY TWENTY SECOND GARFIELDS ATTORNEY REQUESTED THAT ALL GARFIELDS 
PAPERS AND NOTES BE TURNED OVER TO HIM, WHICH FORSTER DID. FORSTER 
STATES THIS LETTER AND REDRAFT OF PREVIOUS ARTICLE APPEARD TO CONTAIN 
NO STATEMENTS INCONSISTENT WITH HCUA TESTIMONY. BUREAU WILL BE 
ADVISED OF ANY FURTHER DEVOLOPMENTS . 


SCHEIDT 


a /v 




HOLD PLS 




